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Can we agree on? 

The “Village in the city” is a great place to live 
which we want to protect and preserve except for: 

 Some of  of its garages 

 Prolific telephone, cable, electrical wires 

 Aircraft and other noise pollution 

 Covenants prohibiting sale to nonwhites 

 

Some things are worth preserving others not 

 
Required/mandated stylistic conformity--NOT 
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Labeling/packaging is important 

 In Burleith, the HD initiative focuses on stylistic conformity rather than 
historical significance: 

 Washington didn't sleep here 

 The oldest houses in Burleith bear little resemblance to the existing 
rowhouses. 

 HD Opponents repudiate neighbors’ rights to enforce their stylistic 
preferences. 

 You can enforce noise pollution (e.g., loud parties, construction conducted on 
Sundays), illegal activities (e.g., public drunkenness, disorderly conduct). 

 

You shouldn't be able to enforce your preference/vision for 
the façade of your neighbor’s home. 

 

 



Early Burleith house 35th Street 
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Beauty is in the eye of the beholder 
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Familiarity breeds acceptance 
 

 Do you judge the triplex to be horrible, ugly, etc.? 

 

 Did the triplex tempt you to look elsewhere for housing? 

 

 Structures that differ from traditional/existing houses can 
initially be upsetting, shocking, eliciting disapproval 
 



37th Street Roof 
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Proof of the pudding 

 HD proponents  
 Want to require conformity to existing housing styles 

 Feel that some/many of the refurbished homes are unattractive and are 
spoiling the original/existing styles 

 

 If the refurbished houses are objectively ugly 
monstrosities, Why 
 Are virtually all of them sold within days of being placed on the market? 

 Do they sell for top dollar? 

 Are purchased by families with children? 

 

 

 

 



A note on BCA HD Processes 

 The BCA has the right to request that the appropriate DC agencies 
process an application for HD status 

If such a request is made, it should  

 Reflect that a majority of Burleith homeowners/residents were knowingly 
excluded from participating in the BCA HD referendum 

 864 Homes in Burleith * 164 BCA Members =29% 

 Include the results of the resident/owner survey completed earlier this 
year. 
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Burleith Housing Development Survey SurveyMonkey 

Q1 To what degree do you approve 
or disapprove of the scale and scope 
of ongoing construction in Burleith? 

Answered: 206 Skipped: 0 

strongly approve strongly disapprove 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

21% 
25% 

9 % 

18% 

25 % 

1% 

Strongly approve Somewhat approve Neither approve nor disapprove 

Somewhat disapprove Strongly disapprove No opinion 

Strongly 
approve (1) 

Somewhat 
approve (2) 

Neither approve nor 
disapprove (3) 

Somewhat 
disapprove (4) 

Strongly 
disapprove 

No 
opinion 

Total Weighted 
Average 

(5) 

strongly 21% 25% 9% 18% 25% 1% 
approve strongly 44 51 19 37 52 3 206 3.01 
disapprove 

Basic Statistics 

Minimum 
1.00 

Maximum 
5.00 

Median 
3.00 

Mean 
3.01 

Standard Deviation 
1.52 

1 / 1 
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