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BURLEITH CITIZENS ASSOCIATION TESTIMONY 
ZC CASE NO. 16-18, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY CAMPUS PLAN 

December 1, 2016 

Chairman Hood and Commissioners: 

I am Nan Bell, Vice President of the Burleith Citizens Association and the representative of that 
association to the Georgetown Community Partnership and Steering Committee. I appreciate 
the opportunity to testify today in support of the 2017-2036 Georgetown University Campus 
Plan. 

Yogi Berra once said “when you come to a fork in the road, take it.” In the instance of the 
current GU Campus Plan, one fork would have led to discord and failure, the signs of which this 
Commission saw firsthand at our hearings in 2012. But the other fork would have led to 
harmony and success. Happily, the latter has prevailed and will hopefully continue to prevail 
upon approval by the Zoning Commission of the 2017 campus Plan.    

And for the last several years, consensus-building discussions among Georgetown University 
leaders, community neighbors, and students have focused on ways to ensure continued 
commitments made in the 2010 Campus Plan, including the critical requirement of the 
university not becoming objectionable to neighboring property due to noise, traffic, numbers of 
students or in other ways. I believe that the productive conversations within the Georgetown 
Community Partnership will lead to an ongoing, improved quality of life for us residents, and for 
students, both on campus and off campus; to rigorous attention to transportation and parking 
issues affecting the communities around the University; and to a strong, greener residential 
campus that addresses the needs of students who live on campus and indeed encourages them 
to live there. 

Importantly, this 2017 Plan promises to maintain the Georgetown Community Partnership, the 
bedrock of improvements in neighborhood life, to date, and hopefully into the future.  

During the lifetime of this proposed twenty-year endeavor, the GCP aims to ensure positive 
monitoring and implementation of programs that have already achieved significant successes 
for residents, students and the University. I believe that those achievements can be assured by 
the continuation of this body’s work and through its oversight role. I would suggest that the 
favorable outcomes attained by the GCP represent an enduring legacy for the University and 
indeed promise for town-gown relationships around the country.  

I have been honored to be a part of this thoughtful, sometimes lively, and always 
representative collaboration with committed colleagues. And I applaud the leaders of 
Georgetown University for responding effectively to the needs of its neighbors and our desire 
for an improved quality of life.  

Thank you.  

Nan Bell, Vice President 
Burleith Citizens Association 
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Specific Examples of Success 

• Caps on maximum enrollment for students maintained from 2010 Campus Plan (14,106 for 
grad and undergrad). 

• Three-year requirement for undergrads to live on campus. 

• New dorms that house 385 students, and when considering a move from Magis Row 
Housing, a total of 450 additional students moved from off campus to on campus. Another 
225 student undergraduates will move on campus by 2030. 

• Six working groups focused on Safety and Student Life, Environment and Landlord 
Initiatives, Data and Metrics, Transportation and Parking, Communications and 
Engagement, and the ex-officio Master Planning Group that studied and advised on these 
critical issues to the Steering Committee of the GCP. 

• An extremely effective Office of Neighborhood Life and Student Neighborhood Assistance 
Program that oversees key quality of life issues for the neighbors and for students. 

• An improved and well-advertised code of student conduct. 

• Improved trash maintenance. 

• Ensured safety of student rental houses off campus. 

• Improved needs of students on campus regarding social life, transportation, green space, 
improved dorm space, and food availability. 
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