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President's Message
Everywhere you look there is an article or a comment
about the last “event” of the millennium or a review of all
that has happened in this decade or the last 100 years.

As we look at our own community we see that much has
happened here in Burleith - families have moved, Burleith
“tots” are now in college, student and group houses are
prevalent, and as it often happens, we are going full circle
with new families and singles buying homes in Burleith.
How fortunate we are to have a new generation of “tots”
playing on our streets.

We’ve had much to deal with over the years but, as
always, loyal bands of concerned residents have joined
hands and forces to ensure the continuity of this
community called Burleith.

TO THE NEWCOMERS: We welcome you to this
community. You moved here because it is a lovely
convenient area – truly, a “village in the city”. Over the
years, many long term residents worked hard to keep it
this way and we look forward to having you join the
Citizens Association and participating in meetings and
other activities, because what happens here concerns you.

TO WELCOME THE HOLIDAY SEASON: Join with
children of all ages on Sunday, December 12 at 3:00 pm
at the Green Lot to decorate a tree for the bird population,
enjoy some cider and cookies, and join in a community
sing. Supplies for making the “bird feeders” will be
supplied. Perhaps this will start another Burleith tradition.

I think I speak for the Board of Directors in wishing each
and every one a Joyous Holiday, a Merry Christmas, and
a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

P.S. Please share this holiday spirit and bring a non-
perishable food item to the party of December 12.  It will
be given to an organization providing meals for families.
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Next BCA Meeting:
Wednesday, December 8, 1999, 6:30 p.m.

Washington International School
All are Welcome Ð Refreshments served

BCA Meeting Events
LOOKING BACK: We are planning a brief
retrospective of key events and issues which impacted
this community during this last decade.

As always, we hope for a large turnout of residents and
many of you will have your own experiences to relate.

TODAY: This will be the last meeting of the Burleith
Citizens Association in this millennium. It is a business
meeting with an update on all current events and
activities in the neighborhood; plus, a vote is required on
two motions to change the by-laws.

LOOKING FORWARD: There will be an update, with
as much information as is available, on the Georgetown
University Ten Year Plan. Peter Pulsifer, Bonnie Hardy
and I have attended the University’s meetings for the
surrounding communities which gave us a very basic
overview of their goals and plans for the next ten years.
We want to share this with you to get your reactions and
thoughts since Burleith is the community most affected
by any changes,

The University plans to submit the Plan to the Board of
Zoning Adjustment in late January.

A quorum is needed
At the December 8 meeting a vote will be taken on two
changes to the bylaws. Although the changes were
approved by the Board, a majority vote of the members
present at a meeting at which a quorum is present is also
required. Fifteen eligible members constitute a quorum.

One approved change would delete the clause which
states that a member does not have the right to vote until
he or she has been a member for 30 days. If this is
approved, a member would be eligible to vote as soon as
dues are paid. And, since the by-laws state “one vote per
member-household” the Board approved the term
‘‘member household’’ be substituted for the term
‘‘member’’ where it appears in the by-laws.
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Mayor Williams’s Citizens Summit
By Guy Gwynne

Neighborhood activists were in abundant evidence at the
November 20 Citizens Summit at the Convention Center.
The Summit’s stated purpose was to enable the organized
citizenry, individual citizens, small business, big business
and organized labor to, in effect, be polled concerning the
principal issues facing the troubled metropolis. The
polling was electronic, fast, state-of-the-art and multiple
choice, and keyed to a wide variety of concerns identified
in advance by the Mayor’s office. Such, however, was the
breadth and scope of the selected issues that there were
no complaints that the Summit preparation committee
had unduly restricted the agenda.

Each table of from eight to ten persons (and there were
some 240 tables) was equipped with a computer that
connected to a central computer, with voting results
tabulated by the latter being quickly projected onto huge
screens at the front of the meeting hall.

High among areas of concern were rejuvenation of
residential neighborhoods, improvement of public
secondary education and “making the city government
work”. Unlike previous meetings of the sort both in the
District and elsewhere, the end results of this one were
not Harvard Business School-style group reports (despite
predictions of some).  Instead, the majority results of
around-the-table voting effictively comprised the
Summit’s reporting.  The Mayor assured the large and
heterogeneous audience (reportedly 2,600, all told) that
the Administration would take the Summit’s results to
heart, and use them to shape ongoing Administration
efforts to revive and improve the city.

The morning session’s composition of tables was
randomly based on the order of arrival of attendees.  For
example, my morning table included two recent
university graduates from the Cleveland Park area, an ex-
convict and two colleagues now engaged in social work
in projects on the North Capitol Street corridor near
Union Station, a North Michigan Park Civic Association
activist, the table’s informal chairman from a Virginia
suburb, an elderly woman activist from Southeast, and a
mid-level city official.  The afternoon session was
regionalized, in that seating at tables was regrouped
according to neighborhoods, usually contiguous ones.

Apropos of the varied seating, one official from the
Mayor’s office is said to have remarked, “if the Summit
did nothing else, it got the various areas of town talking
to one another.”  The going impression is that that was of
secondary, if salutary, importance.  Most delegates
reportedly left with the impression that the broad-based
Summit did and will continue to make a difference,
although there was disagreement over the degree of
importance.  Based on the clear success of this Citizens
Summit, there will likely be future ones.

A Burleith Christmas
by Bonnie Hardy
For many years the Burlieth Garden Club had a
Christmas workshop for the children (and their parents!)
at which edible tree decorations for the birds were made
and hung on a tree in the Green Lot. This year we would
like to renew that tradition and invite all of you to join us
in the Green Lot next Sunday, December 12th at 3:00.

The Garden Club will have all the goodies to make the
tree decorations and the BCA will supply
the holiday cheer. Who knows – maybe
we'll even sing a carol or two!  When you
come, bring food staples and the BCA will
deliver the donations to a charitable group.
Please join us (children are not a
prerequisite!) for a simple and we hope
pleasant time in the neighborhood.

Any questions? Call Pat Scolaro (338-5321) or Bonnie
Hardy (338-6470).

Come in from the Cold!!
Next Saturday morning, come and meet your neighbors,
and share conversation over a cup of coffee at our local
Starbucks.  The BCA is hoping to start a new tradition of
informal monthly social meetings for Burleithians – all
are welcome, new residents and old.  Learn more about
the neighborhood, and exchange tips on reliable
contractors, babysitters, or whatever you are interested in.
The first meeting will be Saturday, December 11 from
9–10 a.m., upstairs at Starbucks, 1810 Wisconsin Ave.
See you there!

Holiday Art Show
The Guy Mason Recreation Center Arts Classses will
hold a holiday art show on Saturday, December 18, from
noon to 4 p.m.  On display will be pottery, china painting
and copper enameling.  All are invited.  For more
information, call 282-2180.
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Ellington Parking Situation
Last month saw the sudden emergence to “crisis” status
of parking problems by teachers and staff at Ellington
High School.  Involved in some way were the Mayor,
three City Councilmembers (Mendelson, Evans and
Schwartz), the ANC, the BCA, Ward 2 School Board
member Westy Byrd, and (separately) the Ellington
Administration, teachers and PTA.

The problem became severe in recent years when the sale
of Fillmore and the new field at Hardy essentially
eliminated off-street parking for Ellington faculty and
staff. Then the Georgetown Pilot Parking Program
restricted the south side of R St to residential permit
parking (contrary to policy in the rest of the city), while
the arrival of the Washington International School
eliminated parking on 36th St.  When these on-street
restrictions hit, the cars started appearing, topsy-turvy, on
Ellington’s back lawn.

A meeting at Ellington worked out proposals that were
subsequently approved by ANC 2E:

1) All-day residential permit parking would be removed
from the south side of R St from 35th St to 37th St and
from 37th St south of R St;

2) Residential permits would be required from 4 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. on those streets and also on 35th St between
R St and Reservoir Rd.

3) The daytime “school zone-no parking” signs would
be removed from the north side of Reservoir Rd
along Ellington;

4) DCPS will blacktop the area behind Ellington along
36th St for faculty cars.

At the ANC meeting, it was clear that while the
community wanted to help the teachers, there was no
support for such special treatment as giving faculty a
special sticker to exempt them from resident permit
restrictions here.

Of the proposals, step (1) has essentially been done; in
fact, according to DPW, the residential permit zone signs
should never have been posted in these locations, and are
not valid there.  DPW has decided not to implement step
(3), and will instead re-institute the parking on 36th St that
was removed when WIS construction began. Asd for step
(4), it is known that DCPS has a fund for such projects,
and a proposal is being submitted to Superintendent
Ackerman.

Step (2)–instituting residential permit requirements–will
require a petition signed by residents of the affected
blocks.  This petition will probably be circulated soon.
This step is important, both to help abutting residents find
parking at night, and also to ensure that these blocks
don’t become storage areas for out-of-state vehicles.
Beginning the residential restrictions at 4 p.m. allows

faculty to park during the school day, but requires out-of-
state vehicles to clear out of the spots at least some time
every day.

This solution came from a productive community-school
collaboration that may also lay the groundwork for better
communications in the future. Hopefully, this will help us
resolve some of the other problems that arise naturally
with any large institution in a residential area, as well as
some unique to Ellington–such as the Ellington Fund
“gala” and use of the Ellington athletic field.

Georgetown Club for Seniors
The November Newsletter had the wrong the telephone
number to contact for more information on the
Georgetown Club for Seniors. The Club meets regularly
for luncheons and entertainment, and welcomes all to
join. For more information, call Virginia Allen, whose
correct phone number is 338-2219.

Leaf Delays
The word is that the November curbside leaf vacuuming
is behind schedule.  Glover Park collections, supposed to
be Thanksgiving week, were about a week late. Be
patient, and they will get here!  Remember, bagged
leaves are placed in the alley with trash, and    never   rake
leaves into the street!
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Dates to Remember
Dec. 7 (Tues) ANC2E meeting, 6:45 pm
Dec. 8 (Wed) BCA meeting, 6:30 pm
Dec. 9 (Thurs) University classes end
Dec. 12 (Sun) Burleith decoration/caroling party
Dec. 14 (Tues) University exams begin
Dec. 15 (Wed) BCA Board meeting, 7 pm
Dec. 18 (Wed) Holiday decoration judging starts
Dec. 18 (Wed) Guy Mason art show, noon-4 pm
Dec. 22 (Wed) University exams end
Jan. 12 (Wed) University classes begin

New Date for the New Year
January 22 is a date you might want to put aside for a
Saturday morning trip to the bonsai collection at the
National Arboretum.

We are very fortunate to have Burleithian Jack Wells,
President of the Potomac Bonsai Association, guide us
through this collection of over 200 trees. The trip is being
sponsored by the Burleith Garden Club, who welcomes
all who would like to join us. Keep this date in mind!
More details of the outing will be in the next newsletter.

Tot Lot Report
At the November BCA meeting, Sheila Brady and Tricia
McManus of the Oehme-van Sweden landscaping firm
discussed plans to renovate the Tot Lot at the Fillmore
School (now the Corcoran School of Art).  The Tot Lot
had been established by Burleithians and maintained by
the Garden Club, and the Corcoran, in renovating it, will
continue neighborhood involvement. Unfortunately, there
were few parents at the meeting to give feedback.

Planning has just started: The architects put up a blank
diagram of the Tot Lot and showed some possibilities.
Legal requirements for safety and handicapped access
place significant restrictions, especially on the play
surface and placement of equipment. Probably most
existing equipment will be replaced.

The Corcoran plans to remove the tall chain-link fence on
35th St and install a shorter, probably wrought-iron style
fence. The two trees on the playground will be retained,
but other landscaping will probably be replaced.

Planning will continue for the next couple months, and
the project will probably be completed for next spring.
Meanwhile, a group of interested residents will be
meeting to discuss how we can help.  For more
information, call Peter Pulsifer at 337-3065.

D2 buses screeching along
The new D2 bus service has now been in operation for
several months. The new smaller buses have entered
service on a shorter route, a loop between the old Glover
Park terminus and the Dupont Circle Metro station.  Big
buses still run on the D1 route, which essentially follows
the old D2 crosstown route. Also, the old D4 route has
been renamed the D6 and modified in NE DC.

The new service, with more frequent buses and a stop
right at the Metro station, gives better service to short-
distance riders and those who have been transferring to
rail.  Those who rode the old D2 across town now have to
transfer, either to another bus or to the subway.

The new buses have had problems, the most annoying to
neighbors being the piercing squeal of their brakes
(audible blocks away). Metro planner David Erion says
they are “very much aware of this manufacturing problem
and doing something about it.”  Metro engineers are
testing a redesigned brake system that will hopefully be
installed on all 40 small buses soon.

Complaints of late and missing buses are also being
monitored.  At first, bus times were only checked at peak
periods, but now off-peak checks will also be done

Part, but not all, of the bus delays were from the closing
of the Q St bridge, which resulted in rerouting of the
D1/D2/D6 buses from Q St to P St, and has created long
traffic jams at the bridge. (Plans to keep the Q St route as
far as 28th St were nixed by resident objections to 28th St
parking being removed).  Soon, DPW will install a left
turn arrow on the P St light at 22nd St, which will help.

When service was changed, Metro had promised to hold
informal meetings after a few months to get community
feedback on how the new system was working. They now
expect these meetings to take place in early January.

Now at 3428 O Street, N.W.,
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University sets on-campus noise
policy (and a reaction to it)
by Peter Pulsifer

Georgetown University sometimes holds outdoor parties,
especially during fall homecoming week and spring
“senior week” and graduation.  A popular locale for
parties is the Leavy Center roof, which is at about the
same elevation as S St .  Amplified music from parties
booms across the neighborhood well into the night, and
has been the source of many complaints over the years.
Two incidents last year provoked letters of complaint
from ANC Commissioners and the Presidents of the area
Citizens Associations. In response, University President
O’Donovan directed the Dean of Students to develop a
formal events noise policy. A draft of the policy has
circulated on campus for months, and provoked howls of
protests from students, who claim that the policy will
“kill senior week” and make it impossible for students to
hold worthwhile on-campus events. (Students complain
that the are very few indoor facilities on campus that will
accommodate large groups, and student groups have to
pay the University a high rent for them).  Despite the
protests, the University Administration stood firm behind
the policy.

Copies of the new policy were distributed at the
November meeting of the University’s working group on
the new Campus Plan.  It is printed below:

The following is the policy adopted in the Fall
semester, 1999, governing events which occur on
campus and which feature amplified sound:

It is the responsibility of event organizers to
schedule events at times and in locations that will
not disrupt residents of the local neighborhoods or
members of the university community who are not
event participants. As you plan an event, we ask
you to be sensitive to the peace and privacy
concerns of your colleagues, students and local
residents.

To this end, events which take place outdoors and
which feature amplified sound will end at 11:00
pm on weekdays and such events will end at 1:00
am on weekends. Adequate controls will be in
place to monitor excessive noise and to respond to
complaints.

Despite many good words, the policy doesn’t recognize
the fundamental problem, that outdoor events with
amplified music will unavoidably disrupt the
neighborhood, and that this shouldn’t happen at any hour.
While some policy is better than no policy, residents will
still have to put up with a certain amount of window
rattling on occasion.

Meanwhile, indications are that the new campus plan will
include no new event or party facilities on campus for the

next 10 years. Big events will continue to have no place
to go besides the parking lots and the Leavy roof. The
problem will only get worse if the proposed enrollment
increase is granted.

Fortunately, as citizens, we do have some possible
remedies from our rejuvenated city government.  First,
just as they can for off-campus parties, Metropolitan
Police can go on campus and give event organizers one or
more $300 tickets for noise that is disturbing to a
“reasonable person.”  (In the past, they have been
reluctant to do so).  Second, to serve alcohol, outdoor
events are required to obtain a one-day license. The ABC
Board has already refused one event (a student
Halloween party) such a permit, saying “those kinds of
events” weren’t appropriate (where they got this idea,
nobody seems to know). Since a University party without
alcohol seems to be unthinkable. it may turn out that the
best guardian of the tranquility of Burleith will be the
ABC Board.

Georgetown University
Weekend Hotline Service

687-8413
Special Hours of Operation

for Exam Study Days:
9 p.m. to 3 a.m.

Effective Thursday, December 9
through Saturday, December 18

Points to Ponder
There are only two ways to be quite unprejudiced and
impartial.  One is to be completely ignorant. The other is
to be completely indifferent. Bias and prejudice are
attitudes to be kept in hand, not attitudes to be avoided.

-Charles P. Curtis

The truth is more important than the facts

-Frank Lloyd Wright

Mitchell's Law of Committees:   Any simple problem can
be made insoluble if enough meetings are called to
discuss it.
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Single Volunteers of DC
Single Volunteers of D.C. is a volunteer group with a
twist – the twist being the chance for singles to meet and
work together with other singles. The group was started
by two single women looking for an alternative to the
nightlife scene for developing new friendships and
relationships.  Being committed volunteers, they also
were looking for activities where they could give
something to the community.

The concept behind Single Volunteers is simple. SVDC
project leaders work with any interested non-profit
organizations to find where volunteers can help.  The
projects can be anything from answering phones during a
telethon to building houses to staffing blood drives or
stuffing envelopes.   The Single Volunteers staff and
project leaders work to compile a team of volunteers
(equal in the number of men and women) who get
together to get the project done.

Single Volunteers is open to persons 21 years of age and
older who are single (not married, not in a committed
relationship), and willing to volunteer.  At present, SVDC
has grown to over 3600 members, and is still rising.

Volunteers can participate on a many levels, ranging
from just helping on a single project to setting up and
running a project as a project leader. There are also social
events for members, including a monthly happy hour and
a variety of cultural and sporting outings.  But these are
far outnumbered by the volunteer activities.

A true organization of the 21st century (the group’s
principal organizer is a software engineer), SVDC uses
email and the Internet to get the word out. Members are
notified of projects and other activities via an email
mailing list, and can also get information on the group
from its web page (http://singlevolunteers.org/dc).

SVDC needs not only single volunteers, but also
organizations that are looking for help!  Qualifying
organizations must: be a non-profit or not-for-profit
organization; be willing to accept a team of no less than
12 volunteers of mixed gender for any one project; and
have work that will allow volunteers to interact with one
another while working.

For  more  informat ion,  send emai l  to
dana@singlevolunteers.org, or call BCA Board member
Candith Pallandre at 338-3556.

St. Luke’s Shelter Volunteer
Opportunities Abound
by June Kress (adapted from Glover Park Newsletter)

The St. Luke’s Shelter, at Wisconsin Ave and Calvert St,
has been hard at work since 1991 to help the local
homeless. Shelter volunteers can participate in 4 focus
areas: Resident Services, Case Management and Staffing,
Community Outreach, and Administration.

“Resident Services” is how neighbors can most directly
serve Shelter residents, including bringing dinner, which
some people do every 3 months, some once a month, and
some more often. Currently, we are looking for a new
Coordinator to maintain the calendar, which takes a few
hours per week, and an Assistant Coordinator to help
with reminder calls. “Resident Services” also includes a
variety of skill-building activities for our men, such as
basic computer training, interview techniques and other
work-related skills, personal things like “how to shop
smart at the market,” and about 20 other activities many
take for granted but which YOU could probably impart to
others in about an hour or two a month or bi-weekly, or
whatever time you can spare! Finally, we’re always
looking for one-on-one mentors who can help build self-
esteem and increase confidence among our residents.

The area of “Case Management and Staffing” is for
volunteers who have worked with the Shelter for a while
and entails the development of treatment plans for the
residents and handling staff-related issues, from
performance evaluations to hiring.

“Community Outreach” involves keeping the
surrounding community informed about the Shelter and
could range from writing articles to fundraising, while
“Administration” refers to typical things that keep our
organization going, from purchasing Flashpasses for the
men, to ordering supplies, to making sure the procedures
manual is updated.

For more information on these and many other volunteer
opportunities, call the Shelter at 337-4275. We really
need you!
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Crime Report
Following are listed the crimes reported for Burleith for October and November, as made public through
www.crimereports.com.   Also included are crimes nearby in PSA 205 that aren’t commercially related.
10/04/99
3:00 p.m.

1800 BLK
Wisconsin

Door was unlocked, CD
player-car phone stolen.

10/23/99
0:00 p.m.

1700 BLK 34th St Sony cellular phone stolen

11/08/99
10:00 p.m.

3700 BLK O St Car door lock removed and
Nokia cellular phone-
cassette tapes stolen

11/09/99
9:00 p.m.

Unit BLK 39th St Cannondale
black,"specialized" bikes
stolen from basement
storage area

11/10/99 -
10:00 p.m.

3700 BLK R St For Manny & Olga's pizza,
suspects ordered listed
property, received it from
victim, then slammed the
door without paying for it.

11/10/99 -
1:00 p.m.

3400 BLK Dent
Pl

Tag reg. sticker stolen off
auto (tag)

11/11/99
11:00 p.m.

3000 BLK R St Suspects brandished a
knife, struck victim in the
head and stole wallet, $10
cash, and briefcase, then
fled E/B on R St

11/13/99
2:00 p.m.

2200 BLK
Observatory Pl

Purse-organizer-credit
cards stolen.

11/15/99 -
2:00 p.m.

3700 BLK
Reservoir Rd

$80.00 and credit card
stolen.

11/15/99
9:00 p.m.

2700 BLK
Wisconsin

Stolen: 1986 Dodge 600-
blue-2d (DC tags)

11/16/99
2:00 p.m.

2300 BLK 40th St Stolen: 1989 Jeep-Grey-4D
(WV tags)

11/16/99
5:00 p.m.

1800 BLK
Wisconsin

Wallet-$40.00-credit cards
stolen by 3 individuals.

11/28/99
3:00 p.m.

Unit BLK 39th St Home entered while
occupied by unknown
person(s) via unlocked rear
door and a "GT" silver
mountain bike stolen

11/29/99
09:00 a.m.

Unit BLK W St Apartment entered by
pushing in screened porch
window and briefcase,
jewelry, papers stolen

11/29/99
11:00 p.m.

3700 BLK
Reservoir Rd

 $120 cash was stolen from
purse when left unattended
in room.

Have You Joined the Burleith Citizens Association Yet? (If not, Why not??)
For those who have joined this year, our thanks.
But we have a huge favor to ask.  Would you ask
your neighbor next door, or a few doors down on
your block, or across the street if they have
joined?  If they haven’t, please encourage them to
do so, NOW!

If everyone that has already joined does this over the next few weeks, our membership goal of
50% can be achieved.  So far we are at only 20%. For more information, contact Membership
Chairman Charles Mallett, at 337-6506.

(For more information about Burleith, check out our Web site, at http://www.crl.com/~pulsifer/Burleith.html).

See you next Millennium!


