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BCA Meeting November 10 at 6:30 p.m.
  Corcoran unveils preliminary Tot Lot plans!

Guests: Sheila Brady & Tricia McManus of Oehme-van Sweden
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President's Message
Before I relate the saga of the Ellington School parking
problems, I think we agree that this has been one of the
most beautiful autumns in recent memory. The trees, with
the reds, yellows, greens were beautiful. The weather
cooperated and we were able to truly enjoy these
wonderful days. How pleasant to see adults and children
kicking at piles of leaves as they walked the streets. There
was a great turnout for the Halloween Party and it was a
huge success. As usual, Maggie Meenahan and Fred
Fleming did a fine job coordinating the party and
ensuring everyone had a good time.

Now about the Field and Ellington School parking - these
issues came up and in a matter of days, the BCA Board
met and this is how it played out:

It started with a rumor - that some part of the perimeter
space on the Athletic Field at 38th and R Streets would
be paved for parking 200 cars. This was followed by a
barrage of letters and phone calls from the Ellington
teachers and staff to the BCA, ANC, Councilmembers,
the School Board plus letters to the newspapers
concerned about the lack of available and legal parking
close to the school. According to the school, Ellington is
the only high school in the city that does not provide
some parking for the teaching staff.

We agreed to attend a meeting which included
Councilmembers Evans and Mendelson, the surrounding
communities, the ANC, the Ellington Staff and other
school representatives. Although every office called, the
Department of Public Works was not able to have a
parking expert at the meeting.

Prior to the meeting with the school, an emergency BCA
board meeting was called and the board stated that we
would willingly work with the school staff to help resolve
their parking issues; further, we passed a motion that the
Burleith Citizens Association opposes any use of the
Athletic Field for parking for Ellington teachers and staff
and that it is to retain its designation for the children of
the District of Columbia. This community has worked
long and hard to preserve the field as a children’s
recreational facility.

With the approval of the Board, we went to the meeting
with recommendations that included paving areas on site
(36th St between Reservoir and R St) which would
provide parking for as many as 40 cars; and lifting
existing parking restrictions on three sides of the school,
if we could get agreement from the R Street residents and
from Cloisters, which we did. In addition, we said the
BCA would not object to special permit parking for the
staff only on the four streets forming the perimeter of the
school, if city approval could be granted. PRIOR TO
THE MEETING WITH THE SCHOOL WE WERE
EMPHATICALLY INFORMED THAT SPECIAL

STICKERS OR PERMITS WOULD NOT BE AN
OPTION.

In the meantime, the Department of Public Works, having
had many phone calls from many sources, sent parking
analysts to survey the area surrounding the school.
Following the survey, DPW informed us that they do not
support having a Residential Parking Program (RPP) on
blockfronts which surround a school. In our case, this
means R Street between 35th and 37th; 35th between
Reservoir Road and R Street. In addition, DPW intends to
remove the NO PARKING SCHOOL DAYS restriction
on Reservoir Road between 35th and 36th.

We immediately supported the recommendation that
these same streets would revert back to residential
parking from 4:00 pm to 8:00 am. This would provide
some relief to the neighbors in the evening and overnight.

And, this is where we are right now. It was to be
introduced as legislation to the Council on November 2,
but it has been delayed for at least two weeks.

Many people including DPW, Councilmembers Evans
and Mendelson and their staffs, ANC Commissioners,
and members of the BCA Board put in much time and
effort to arrive at solutions that would balance the needs
of the teachers and protect the interests of the community.

 Thanks, Maggie And Fred!
It was a pleasant late Sunday afternoon when children of
all ages, in a variety of costumes, from all corners of the
neighborhood invaded the tot lot for Burleith’s annual
Halloween Party. The kids playing the games, sliding on
the slide, swinging on the swings, new parents chatting
with old timers made it a very neighborly event. Plus,
who could resist the decorated cupcakes, sandwiches cut
in shapes of pumpkins and goblins, plump hot dogs and
other assorted treats.

“This was one of the best,” was a remark heard many
times that afternoon. Our Community is fortunate to have
Maggie and Fred Fleming, who organize this party every
year.
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BCA October Meeting Surprise
Guest: Harold Brazil
The October 13 BCA meeting had a healthy turnout,
although there were still not enough paid-up members
(15) to reach a quorum for voting purposes. Featured
speakers were Mark Brown, Mayor Williams’s Clean
City Coordinator, and Lauren Christopher, of the Office
of the People’s Counsel.

Burleithians were also pleased to have an unexpected
drop-in by At-Large City Councilman Harold Brazil, who
spoke briefly and stayed for most of the meeting.  He
spoke particularly about his desire, as new head of the
Judiciary Committee, to greatly increase cooperation
between law enforcement and the judiciary.  He is
seeking to establish a DC sex offender registry, to bring
DC into line with Federal law.  DC would track sex
offenders and police would notify communities (possibly
through ANCs) about convicted sex offenders who move
in. He also wants to change existing sentencing
guidelines to match new Federal standards.

Police Report

Lt. Tommie Hayes noted that crime overall is down from
last year, despite a District-wide increase in thefts from
autos. The only sure way to prevent your car from being
broken into is to leave nothing of value inside (including
loose change). There has been a rash of thefts of Toyota
Camrys (including 2 in September in PSA 205), by
thieves who have copies of a master key. The only
defense is to have “the Club,” which the police sell for
$14, and Lt. Hayes did a brisk business at the meeting.

The “party” overtime detail has been a great success, and
because of neighbor support will continue through
October 30.  It allows additional officers, from 10:30
p.m.–3:30 a.m. on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, to
respond to disturbance calls.  The overtime detail has
lately been concentrating on underage drinking, and has
plainclothes officers to monitor party activity for this.
Underage drinking can result in a $1000 fine to the hosts
of the party, confiscation of the keg(s), and an additional
$1000 fine for the beverage vendor.

Some young people have been arrested for drinking on
public space: It is not generally understood that in DC,
both your front porch and your back yard are considered
“public space,” and drinking is not allowed there.

Corcoran Parking

The Corcoran School at Fillmore has been causing severe
parking problems for adjacent neighbors. The school has
been restricting access to its parking lot to faculty only,
although the lot is underutilized. The Corcoran eventually
plans to expand its lot to 34th St, paving over the small
grass field now there and building a wall to shield the lot
from the neighbors. This expansion can’t start until the
Hardy athletic field is complete, because the Corcoran

has promised Hardy access to the field until then. Charles
Mallett has been in contact with Corcoran officials, and
he and Pat Scolaro will attempt to increase utilization by
students of the existing lot.

Canal Rd

Because of lack of a quorum, no further action could be
taken on the Canal Rd motion that was tabled at the
September meeting.  Accordingly, by Robert’s Rules, the
motion dies, although the matter may be brought up at
future meetings.

Office of the People’s Counsel

Lauren Christopher, of the Office of the People’s
Counsel, spoke of her role as a consumer watchdog.  One
major issue currently is the request by PEPCO to sell
their power generating plants and remain as solely a
power distribution agent.  Were this to happen, the Public
Service Commission could lose much of its ability to
regulate electric utilities.

Clean City Coordinator

Mark Brown is the Deputy to DC’s Cabinet-level “Clean
City Czar”, Vince Spaulding.  They have no staff.  When
Mayor Williams took office, he asked them to be the
“point people” to ensure that cleanliness remained a top
priority in administration actions.  It has been well shown
elsewhere that you can’t talk about economic
development, or even effective public safety, in a dirty
environment.

The Clean City office is taking a methodical, thorough
approach.  They have completed a cleanliness survey of
each neighborhood in the city, and are printing a map
which will be distributed.  The city recently bought $1.5
Million in new equipment, and the Clean City office will
help direct its deployment. This includes 6 new street
sweepers and leaf vacuums. But the biggest problem in
DC is not the streets, but the alleys.  They have bought 4
new alley sweepers and can now clean 10 alleys per day.
Several pieces of legislation are also in the works.

Problems with trash on public space are handled by
DPW; problems with unkempt properties (private space)
are handled by DCRA.  Inspectors in DCRA have
recently been assigned their own districts, with each
district coinciding with a Police PSA.  Burleith is in
Service Area 27 (corresponding to PSA 205), and the
Neighborhood Stabilization Officer (inspector) is Lonnie
Duren, telephone 442-4397.  Call the Neighborhood
Stabilization Officer about poor maintenance, housing
code violations, illegal construction, or any other
problems with private properties.

Citizens are requested to report trash or sanitary problems
by calling 727-1000.  Callers will be referred to the
appropriate agency, and will be given a tracking number
that can be used to follow up later.  If this system doesn’t
seem to work, call Mark Brown, at 671-1403.
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BCA Bylaws Change Proposed
As reported in last month’s Newsletter, BCA Bylaws
now require at 30 day “waiting period” after dues are
paid before a member acquires the right to vote.  Some
frustration with this rule was expressed at last month’s
meeting by residents who had joined the BCA too late to
vote at the meeting.  In fact, the number of voting
members at the meeting fell short of a quorum.

As a result, a proposal has been made to amend the BCA
Bylaws to eliminate the 30-day requirement. Historically,
the delay was instituted because of acute concerns about
groups of single-issue voters demanding the right to vote
at a particular meeting without taking the time to become
informed about the responsibilities of membership.
However, there are other provisions in the Bylaws which
seem to adequately dilute the threat of surprises from
special-interest voters, particularly the requirement for all
motions to be first submitted to the Board (Article II,
Section 10).

In fact, the provision in question has proven to be an
impediment to conducting Association business,
particularly at the beginning of the year.  It can be anti-
democratic and discourage attendance at meetings,
because residents, even long-term members who for some
reason delayed paying dues, could be prevented from
voting on sudden, important issues of concern.

To amend the Bylaws (see Article XI), a proposal must
be either: (a) approved by a majority of the Board and a
majority of the (voting) members at a regular meeting; or
(b) just approved by a 2/3 majority of the (voting)
members at a regular meeting.

The Board considered the proposal at its October 27
meeting, but was one person short of a quorum.
Therefore, the proposal will be presented to the
November general meeting, and (assuming a quorum is
present) will take effect if it gains a 2/3 vote.
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Esprit de Noel at Visitation School
Georgetown Visitation School, at 35th St and Volta Place,
will host an “Esprit de Noel” festival on Friday,
November 5 (4 p.m.–10 p.m.) and Saturday, November 6
(10 a.m.–6 p.m.).  There will be plenty of shopping
opportunities, including over 50 boutiques for children,
family, friends, house and garden, as well as “used-but-
lovely” bargains, including books, tapes, CDs and videos.
Car raffle tickets will also be sold. Lunch and Dinner will
be available at “the Snackery” and there will be treats
aplenty at “the Bakery.” For children there will ber a
moon bounce and carnival games.  All are welcome!

Luncheon Invitation for Seniors
by Mary Meyer

The Georgetown Club for Seniors invites you to join us
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday for camaraderie,
lunch, and entertainment (such as a singer, a piano
concert, or a talk about public affairs)!

The food is purchased and freshly prepared by young
volunteers, and served by regular volunteers with many
years’ service to the Club. The Club is private, non-
profit, and non-denominational. We started 18 years ago
and are still going strong!

We meet at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 3240 0 Street,,
which provides kitchen and dining facilities. The Club
has a van for transportation to and from the luncheons,
and occasional day trips for Club members and their
guests. There is a nominal fee for lunch and
transportation.

Please join us, and encourage a senior friend to come
along, for the bonds are genuine and heart-warming!

For more information, call Virginia Allen at 558-2219.
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DPW Trash Inspector at ANC
by Bonnie Hardy

At the November ANC meeting. Tom Day, the chief
enforcer for trash at DPW, was introduced and gave an
informative account on what is expected of the residents
in properly handling their trash. Mr. Day has been very
active in Burleith and in the commercial side of
Georgetown and I believe here in Burleith we have seen a
big difference because of the citations that he has issued.
Also at this same meeting, Mr Day made it very clear that
trash   is not   to be picked up by the city if more than four
unrelated adults live in the house. In this case, the
landlord needs to make separate arrangements. He
explained that his obligation was to spend money for
trash collection only for the purposes for which it was
appropriated.  He emphasized that this was not a position
for or against group houses or student houses.

Mr. Day and his colleagues in the Solid Waste Division
are now working as a team to resolve problems, such as
rats, throughout the Ward.  His particular concern in
Burleith is keeping alleys clean, and he is trying to
educate people not to put trash or trash containers in
public space before collection day. If you have any
questions or if you need Mr. Day to make an inspection
call him at 965-9608.

DPW Request Forms In
Thanks to the residents who completed the DPW request
form in the last newsletter. About ten were turned in,
most with multiple requests.  Follow-up is in progress!

Sanitation Education Fact Sheet
by Tom Day, DPW Sanitation Inspector

Use the following guidelines to rid your community of
unsanitary violations and rodent activities.
§ Keep exterior yard tree of trash, garbage, Weeds and

grass, bulk items and abandoned vehicles.
§ Keep public space (sidewalks, treebox and curbs) in

front, side and rear of your premise clean.
§  Overgrown weeds and grass must be cut and

maintained to prevent rat nesting and other problems.
§ All trash and garbage must be properly containerized

in cans with tight fitting lids.
§ Put out household trash any time after 6:00 p.m. the

evening before collection
§ The District serves residential properties with three or

fewer units. All other properties are required to have
private licensed haulers,

§  Any neighborhood cleanup which requires bags for
trash, leaves or yard waste requires a special pickup,
call 727-4600 to make arrangements in advance.

§  Piles of trash and debris left on public space attract
inconsiderate neighbors who add their household
waste and illegal dumpers.

§  Vacant properties and lots must be maintained to
acceptable standards by the owners to prevent severe
monetary fines.

§ To have your bulk items collected you must have an
appointment. Call the Sanitation and lnformation
Center at 727-4600, Monday through Friday, 7:30am
until 4:00 pm.

§  Residents with rodent activity in or around their
properties can call Vector Control at 645-9636 for
assistance before 3:30pm daily.

§  You must clean up your pet droppings. Remember
rats eat pet droppings.
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Dates to Remember
Nov. 5-6 (Fri-Sat) Esprit de Noel, Visitation school
Nov. 10 (Wed) BCA meeting, 6:30 pm
Nov. 24 (Wed) BCA Board meeting, 7 pm
Nov. 24 (Wed) G.U. Thanksgiving recess starts
Nov. 25 (Thurs) Thanksgiving
Nov. 28 (Mon) Rake leaves for curbside collection
Dec. 9 (Thurs) G.U. classes end

Police Telephone Numbers, PSA 205
Captain Westover 282-0032

Lieutenant Hayes 886-7201 (pager)

Sgt. Baylor 282-0070

Sgt. Hill 282-0070

Sgt. Brown 282-0053

Last Chance to Vacuum Leaves!
Burleith must have been one of the first communities in
the city to benefit from the new equipment to clear leaves
from the street. DPW was seen raking leaves along 37th
and other streets and then having them sucked up by a
giant “vacuum cleaner”.

If you missed
that chance – or
if your trees just
weren’t ready –
to benefit from

the Mayor’s wonderful investment in a clean city, you
have one more opportunity. The DPW leaf collection
crew will come through the neighborhood during the
week after Thanksgiving.  To be sure of collection, have
your leaves out by Sunday, November 28. Try to collect
as many leaves as possible into the tree spaces so that the
vacuum can clean them up.

At any time, you can put out bags of leaves with trash in
the alleys.  Crews will take up to 7 bags at a time, but will
eventually remove everything. Let’s have a Burleith
“rake-up” the weekend before Thanksgiving – that way
we can justify the turkey dinner!

Next BCA Meeting:
Wednesday, November 10, 1999, 6:30 p.m.

Washington International School
All are Welcome Ð Refreshments served

Speakers to start promptly at 6:30!
Sheila Brady and Tricia McManus, of the

Oehme-van Sweden landscaping firm
presents preliminary plans to renew and

landscape the Tot Lot

Dumbarton Oaks Renovations
Dumbarton Oaks, the historic landmark and renowned
gardens at 32nd and R St, is seeking approval to embark
on a $12-15 Million renovation that might start as early
as next year.  The centerpiece of the project is a 25,000
square foot subterranean library under the house gardens.
There will also be a small addition to the music building,
replacement of the cooling tower at 32n d and S St,
improvements to the 32nd St entrance, and several
landscaping changes (such as removal and addition of
trees).

Renovations are motivated by the need to provide better
care for the antiquities collections and better working
conditions for fellows.  No expansion of museum
operations is anticipated. (Presently there are 18 fellows
in residence).

The last major renovation at the site, 25 years ago, was
controversial, and the present proposal has encountered
some opposition. The American Society of Landscape
Architects, Concerned Citizens for Dumbarton Oaks, and
the Committee of 100 have voiced their concern about
construction under what they call “one of the most
important landscapes in the country.”

Because of its complexity, the ANC has arranged for a
site visit, where Dumbarton Oaks officials will give a
more detailed description of the project.  The public will
be welcome to attend (space permitting).  For more
information, call the ANC office at 338-7427.

The proposal will have its first hearing by the
Commission of Fine Arts in November, and will require
other government approvals.  Construction would start no
earlier than next summer, and excavation for the library
might begin in 15 months.

Now at 3428 O Street, N.W.,
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The Toddler Diet
People are always on the lookout for
a new diet. Well, now there’s the new
Toddler Miracle Diet. Over the years
you may have noticed that most two-
year-olds are trim. Now the formula
to their success is available to all in
this new diet. You may want to
consult your doctor before embarking

on this diet, otherwise, you may be seeing him
afterwards. Good Luck!!

Day One

Breakfast: One scrambled egg, one piece of toast with
grape jelly. Eat 2 bites of egg, using your fingers; dump
the rest on the floor. Take 1 bite of toast, then smear the
jelly over your face and clothes.

Lunch: Four crayons (any color), a handful of potato
chips, and a glass of milk (3 sips only, then spill the rest)

Dinner: A dry stick, two pennies and a nickel, 4 sips of
flat Sprite.

Bedtime snack: Throw a piece of toast on the kitchen
floor.

Day Two

Breakfast: Pick up stale toast from kitchen floor and eat
it. Drink half bottle of vanilla extract or one vial of
vegetable dye.

Lunch: Half tube of “Pulsating Pink” lipstick and a
handful of Purina Dog Chow (any flavor). One ice cube,
if desired.

Afternoon snack: Lick an all—day sucker until sticky,
take outside, drop in dirt. Retrieve and continue slurping
until it is clean again. Then bring inside and drop on rug.

Dinner: A rock or an uncooked bean, which should be
thrust up your left nostril. Pour Grape Kool-Aid over
mashed potatoes; eat with spoon.

Day Three

Breakfast: Two pancakes with plenty of syrup, eat one
with fingers, rub in hair. Glass of milk; drink half, stuff
other pancake in glass. After breakfast, pick up
yesterday’s sucker from rug, lick off fuzz, put it on the
cushion of best chair.

Lunch: Three matches, peanut butter and jelly sandwich.
Spit several bites onto the floor. Pour glass of milk on
table and slurp up.

Dinner: Dish of ice cream, handful of potato chips, some
red punch. Try to laugh some punch through your nose, if
possible.

Final Day

Breakfast: A quarter tube of toothpaste (any flavor), bit of
soap, an olive. Pour a glass of milk over bowl of corn

flakes, add half a cup of sugar. Once cereal is soggy,
drink milk and feed cereal to dog.

Lunch: Eat breadcrumbs off kitchen floor and dining
room carpet. Find that sucker and finish eating it.

Dinner: Drop pieces of spaghetti onto back of dog, insert
meatball into ear. Dump pudding into Kool-aid and suck
up with a straw.

REPEAT DAYS AS NEEDED!

Chaos at the Q Street Bridge
The closing of the Q St bridge in Georgetown has
wreaked havoc on east-west traffic between Georgetown
and Dupont Circle.  There have been large traffic delays
and complaints by residents of P St that, with detours,
nearly 350 buses a day (including the D1, D2 and D6)
drive past their doors.  It is no comfort to hear that the
project will take 10 months to complete, and that it will
be followed by closing of the P St bridge!

A meeting convened by Councilman Jack Evans on
October 26 gave residents a chance to confront city
officials with their complaints.  Preliminary results of that
meeting are as follows:

§ Work shifts will be increased, to last from 7 a.m.–7
p.m., to shorten repair time

§ Lights on P St will be re-timed to speed traffic

§  The project schedule will be compressed to fewer
stages

§ There will be another town hall meeting in 1-2 weeks
to assess the situation.

Until the repairs are completed, if at all possible, avoid
the P St bridge!



Page 8 Burleith Newsletter

ANC Approves Canal Rd Entrance
At its November 2 meeting, ANC 2E voted 5-2 to support
the design for Georgetown University’s proposed new
Canal Road entrance. Peter Pulsifer, Burleith ANC
Commissioner (and ANC Chair) abstained from voting,
both because of conflicting opinions within Burleith and
because Burleith will not be as strongly affected by the
project as our neighbors in Georgetown or Foxhall.  The
two votes against the proposal came from Barbara
Zartman (Cloisters) and Scott Polk (Foxhall).

Presenting at the ANC meeting were Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) engineers Jim Sinnette and Ken
Atkins. The plan, called “Alternative 2A-Modified”, calls
for breaking through the existing median and installing a
signalized intersection at the Canal Road entrance to
Georgetown University. A two-lane entrance road will be
constructed from Canal Road east of the existing
University entrance. Where this cuts into the existing hill,
a stone-faced retaining wall up to 10 feet high will be
installed. On eastbound Canal Road, a 75 meter left turn
storage lane will be constructed between the existing
University entrance and the new entrance road. New
traffic signals will be constructed at the proposed
University entrance to allow left turns from the
University entrance road onto eastbound Canal Road, and
from eastbound Canal Road to the University entrance
road. Eastbound traffic will not be stopped during the am
peak. A westbound Canal Road 45 meter long
deceleration lane will be constructed for traffic turning

right onto the proposed University entrance road.
Finally, at the Whitehurst Freeway the project will
include a 37 meter auxiliary lane on the eastbound Canal
Road approach, requiring reconstruction of a portion of
the existing upper Canal Road retaining wall.

The project is nearing its final approvals.  It will be
considered by the Commission of Fine Arts on November
18 and by the National Capital Planning Commission on
December 2.

The Commission will hold a public information meeting
on the project design at Christ Church, Georgetown
(3116 O St.) on November 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m. At the
meeting, no formal presentation will be made, but project
engineers will be present to informally discuss the project
and answer questions.

Below is a map provided by FHWA of the plans for the
University entrance.

The 1999 Membership Drive continues
Your membership in the Burleith Citizens Association is an investment in your future.

We invite each household to join the BCA during this October Membership Drive. The BCA is an advocate for its
residents and over the years has had a strong record of achievement. By joining you support the goals of the Association
and you support the Community. “Just what does the Association do,” you ask? It supports your way of life by:

§ representing your interests with the legislative bodies and with regulatory and administrative agencies
§ initiating and following through on activities to preserve our wonderful village atmosphere
§ fostering a sense of community by sponsoring neighborhood events.


