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BCA Meeting October 13 at 6:30 p.m.
  Guests: Mark Brown, Clean City Coordinator
Lauren Christopher, Office of People's Counsel

Burleith community clean-up and "Harvest Festival" party
Sunday, October 17
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President's Message
At the last Board meeting we discussed priorities. What
are the most pressing issues facing our community as we
plan to enter the next Century? Having just completed
our 75th year, we look forward to many more as a viable
community.

It was evident that first and foremost the Burleith
Community must be preserved. We are unique, special
and diverse, although we cover just four square blocks.
We have long-time residents, second generation families
who have returned to the family home, and newcomers to
Washington; families with toddlers, young professionals
as owners and renters, and of course students. I think we
all agree, we should keep Burleith a nice place to live.

The Board agreed on three issues: The Noise Control
legislation, Burleith Beautification, and Membership,
with several others written in the margins.

First, is the need to ensure that the emergency
amendment to the Noise Control Act of 1979 is made
permanent.  The bill is being introduced by Jack Evans
and will come before the Council within the next few
weeks. This amendment clarifies the wording of the Act
and allows the police to use a “reasonable person”
standard for determining the level of noise when issuing
warnings or citations.  The clarification has proven
necessary for the legal process to be successful.

ANC 2E passed a resolution supporting this amendment,
and so did the Burleith Citizens Association at our
September meeting. Bonnie Hardy and I have been in
contact with Jack Evans’s office, and a letter with copies
of our resolution was hand delivered to each
councilmember asking for their support. This was
followed by personal phone calls. Do you have a contact
with any of the Councilmembers? If so, call the office
and ask for his/her support when the legislation is
presented. Or, call Pat (338-5321) or Bonnie (338-6470)
and offer your help.

Second: Burleith Beautification, or what can we do to
“clean up”? Rather than do it hit and miss we can
combine efforts with other residents, using the DPW
Request Form printed in this Newsletter to identify the
problems. Mr. Mark Brown, the D.C. Clean City
Coordinator, will be the main speaker at the October 13
meeting. You can bring your completed form to the
meeting or drop it off at the address on the form.

This is not a one-time affair. It is a continuing effort.

The third priority, but certainly not last in importance, is
YOUR Membership in the Burleith Citizens Association.
Charles Mallett, Membership Chairperson, has set as his
goal to have 50% of all Burleith homes join the BCA.
Charles has done an outstanding job in past years meeting
our financial goals for membership, and now is the year
to increase the number of members. If you have not

already done so, please complete the membership form
on the back page of this issue, write your check and send
it in. Consider the nominal membership fee an investment
in Burleith.

In the midst of this serious discussion, a suggestion was
made to have a another community get-together – a
Harvest Festival. Naturally, all discussion of the more
serious issues stopped and we quickly agreed that on
Sunday, October 17 at 4:00 p.m. the entire community is
invited to participate in a chili supper on the Ellington
Field (38th and R Sts) preceded by a mini street clean-up.
Details included elsewhere in this issue.

We look forward to seeing you at the meeting on
Wednesday, October13th, and then again on the 17th

 Thanks and Appreciation To
MARJORIE WOLFE, whose expertise and enthusiasm
ensured that the annual flea market was a success.
Financially, over $600 was added to the treasury; but,
even more important was the pleasant sense of
community we all experienced. Residents, in addition to
selling their treasures, enjoyed catching up with old
friends and meeting the newcomers to our community.

THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF BURLEITH deserve special
recognition for participating either as vendors selling
their own merchandise or as volunteers selling hot dogs
and soft drinks or helping out as needed.

MATT PAYNE, EMMIE HENRY AND THE DOZEN
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS who made
an early morning cleanup, ensuring the alleys and streets
were clear of debris, leaves, trash etc.

All the participants and volunteers who made the last flea
market of this century a resounding success.
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A Burleith Clean-Up on Oct 17
The BCA is organizing a neighborhood-
wide clean-up on Sunday, October 17,
to precede the Harvest Festival. We ask
that everyone zero in on their own
blocks, especially on the “common
area” between the sidewalk and the

street, and also on the alleys.  If you’re one of the
fortunate (or diligent) who lives on a street you can be
proud of, then come help out on a more needy block. One
good candidate for improvement is the 3700 block of R
Street.  Or if you have an elderly or less mobile neighbor,
offer to clip and clean to improve their property – it will
benefit us all.

The city, and the BCA, will supply rakes, brooms, sturdy
clippers and cutters for overgrown trees and shrubs, lots
of trash bags, and even lawn mowers.  Student houses,
this is a great opportunity to borrow equipment and get
some expert advice.

As you clean, take all debris to the nearest street corner,
and DPW will come pick it up. After you clean, come on
over to the Ellington Field and share in the harvest
festival! For information or assistance with the clean-up
call Diane Deland at 1112.

A Chili Harvest Festival on Oct 17
An informal, late afternoon event for Burleith residents.
A last chance for families and friends to meet before the
cold weather sets in. Bring a big bowl of your favorite
chili to share and a chair to sit on and enjoy the day.

It’s pot luck: You provide the main dish. BCA will
provide the setups, hotdogs and maybe marshmallows for
toasting. It has been rumored that there will even be a
pumpkin carving contest.

The place: Ellington Field, at 38th

and R St.  Time: early evening (say,
5 p.m.)  For more information, call
Bonnie Hardy (338-6470) or Ann
Gallagher (333-4023).  What could
be more fun during these last days
of autumn?!

Next BCA Meeting:
Wednesday, October 13, 1999, 7:30 p.m.

Washington International School
All are Welcome Ð

Refreshments served
Mr. Mark Brown, Clean City Coordinator

Lauren Christopher, Office of PeopleÕs Counsel
Also, probable vote on GU Canal Rd entrance

The Right to Vote
Who gets to vote at BCA meetings?  You’d think the
answer would be simple: BCA members, of course!  And
who is a member? Any household residing in Burleith or
owner of property in Burleith who has paid the current
dues.  If your dues aren’t current, you’re not a member.

The problem arises when a controversial issue comes up
early in the year, before the membership drive.  At the
September meeting, almost none of the attendees was a
BCA member.  The situation is even more difficult
because BCA Bylaws say that the right to vote starts only
after 30 days from the day you join; therefore, you can’t
join and vote at the same meeting. This is one reason why
the BCA Board is empowered to act for the Association –
though all Board members are also required to be BCA
members in good standing.

The remedy now is simple: JOIN!  By the second
meeting, everyone should have had a chance to join.  To
preserve your voting rights, as well as to support your
neighbors, fill out the membership form in this issue and
mail it with your check   today.

Child Safety Seat Inspection
Did you know that 80% of child restraint seats (car seats)
are installed improperly?  If you can move your child seat
more than one inch in any direction, chances are that it
hasn’t been installed correctly.  Now. you can have a
certified child safety seat technician come and check your
car seats. Call Metropolitan Police Lt. Pat Burke at 282-
1162 Box #25147.  For your convenience, they’ll be
happy to respond to your residence.
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Editorial

GU Canal Road Entrance Project:
Burleith Solidarity Requested
by Guy Gwynne

At the September BCA meeting Burleithians were treated
to the, happily rare, experience of being raided by outside
forces. During consideration of moral support for a major
and controversial new CU entrance/exit on Canal Road,
University representatives and two officers from the
Citizens Association of Georgetown advocated the
project, and two members of the coalition of
neighborhoods opposing the project spoke against it.

To date associations of the neighboring communities of
Foxhall, Palisades, Cloisters and Georgetown Residents
Alliance have opposed the project, on grounds that it
stands to back traffic up, already bad, even worse into
their residential areas. Anyone who travels to the Foxhall
Road area mornings can attest to the daily backup.

At the BCA meeting loud project proponents predicted
solid area benefits from a new feeder entrance/exit on
Canal Road with an additional stoplight. The same
advocates, with one new exception, also foresaw great
benefits previously from a proposed huge, polluting
commercial electric power plant on the GU campus.
Community project opponents note the probable
(1) backup of more traffic, (2) diversion of some of this
down Reservoir Road and into Burleith streets, and (3) a
steady growth in university traffic due to expansion.

The results of the antics of the project proponents was a
somewhat intimidated draw. The motion to endorse an
(overly complicated) motion to support the Canal Road
Coalition was tabled, for further and more peaceful
consideration.

A much simplified motion limited to moral support of the
community coalition will come up at the October BCA
meeting. Fine. We owe it to our neighboring communities
to support them on a matter that is of importance to them
and, peripherally, to Burleith. We owe Georgetown
University, which has now prevaricated again–about
enrollment caps this time–nothing. Burleith is one of the,
or the, most limited of the communities that surround GU
in terms of permanent residents and resources. We are
surrounded by three schools and an expansionist
university on two sides and a university-controlled
cemetery on the third side. We need to support our
neighboring communities in their perceived peril, in order
to expect them to support us in future, inevitable relations
with these institutions.

We have an excellent record in inter-community
cooperation; we should not blow that now. We should
freely and willingly support the combined efforts of
Foxhall, Palisades, Cloisters and the Georgetown
Alliance and vote in favor of doing so openly.

1999 Fall Leaf Collection
The Department of Public Works NEW fall leaf
collection program runs from October 18 through
December 24. This year you have options. (1) DPW will
vacuum loose leaves raked into piles in your curbside
treebox space in front of your property. (2) You may bag
your leaves for collection and place them in your
curbside treebox space. (3) If you have rear trash
collection, place bagged leaves where you put your trash
and recyclables and we will collect those leaves.

There will be two collections for Burleith, in the weeks of
October 24-29 and November 28-December 3.  To be
sure of pickup, put your leaves out by Sunday. DPW
crews will pass by only once.

Don’t rake leaves into the streets!
Leave them in  a pile in the treebox
space. Leaves in the street create travel
and parking hazards.

Put pile(s) of leaves where DPW
crews can easily vacuum them.
Please avoid areas where there are
parked cars or low hanging trees.

Please – leaves only. No tree limbs, bricks, dirt, rocks,
etc. They will damage the equipment.

Leaves from the rear of your property must be
bagged and placed where your trash and recyclables
are collected. The trash collection crews will remove 7
bags at a time. Please be patient. We will collect
everything.

Landscapers may dispose OF leaves for free at the Fort
Totten Transfer Station, 4900 Bates Road, NE, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Saturday. For more
information, call 576-6803.
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Jelleff Boys & Girls Club
The Jelleff Boys and Girls Club is a great neighborhood
resource. Tucked away adjacent to the Safeway parking
lot (with the driveway off S Street), Jelleff has an outdoor
swimming pool, soccer, tennis and baseball fields, and
indoor basketball courts, weight room and game rooms.
Jelleff operates a variety of family and kids’ programs.

The many programs are listed in the seasonal brochure
(Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter).  These include an after-
school program, youth leadership activities and classes
(such as gymnastics, karate and photography), roller
skating, day camps and overnights (typically for kids 5-
13 years old). In summer, there are sports camps and
leagues, hours for open swim, and a summer day camp.
Programs are conducted by a trained, professional staff;
most charge a nominal fee. Anyone can join the club:
Annual memberships (Sept 1-Aug 31) are $150 for
families, or $20 for children, $40 for age 19-22, and $120
for adults. For more information, stop by Jelleff (3265 S
St) or call 462-1317.

The club has a long history, both in DC and in
Georgetown. The Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington goes back to 1886, when the Newsboys and
Children’s Aid Society was established at 230 C Street,
NW. In the early 1900’s, the Working Boys Home and
Aid Association replaced the Newsboys, and in 1921,
with the sponsorship and assistance of a group of local
businessmen, the “Boys Club of Washington” was
founded. In 1938, under the support and direction of
Frank Jelleff and the Rotary Club of Washington,
construction began on the largest of the branches, Eastern
Boys Club, at 261 17th Street, SE.

The Georgetown Branch, founded by the Rotary Club of
Washington, originally consisted of two rented rooms
over a grocery store at 31st and M Streets, NW. In 1939,
due to expansion, the Rotary Club purchased the Peck
Memorial Chapel and presented the deed to the Boys
Club. At that time, the Georgetown location was renamed
the Western Branch. In 1951, a new building at the
present location was completed and named after the
organization’s great benefactor, Frank R. Jelleff.

Although girls had been included for a limited number of
programs since the 1940’s, the official inclusion of girls
as full and equal members of the organization came in
October, 1975. Through a substantial grant from the Eli
Lily Endowment, Boys Clubs of Greater Washington and
Girls Clubs of America began programming for girls in
the existing Boys Clubs structures. The girls program was
continued by the Boys Clubs when Girls Clubs of
America requested not to continue the pilot project into
the second year of funding. On July 1, 1981, the name
was changed to Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington, Inc.

There are currently eight member clubs: Eastern, Silver
Spring (opened 1949), Prince William (called
Woodbridge until 1973), Alexandria (merged in 1974),
Family Life Center in DC, Montgomery County Police
Branch in Rockville, Annapolis Bywater (1988), and, of
course, Jelleff.

It is clear from the wealth of activities available that
Jelleff is thriving.  More than just a recreation center,
however, the Boys and Girls Clubs are reaches out to
enhance the social, educational, vocational, and character
development of youth and families throughout the area.
In 1981, the organization opened emergency group
homes for neglected and abused youth, and for teen
mothers and their babies.

Jelleff provides a world of opportunities, offering us a dip
in the pool or a summer camp for kids as well as the
chance to help bring those things to children elsewhere.
Check it out!

Tot Lot Progresses
The Corcoran School of Art is making progress in its
plans to rehabilitate and improve the Burleith Tot Lot on
their campus at the old Fillmore School. The Tot Lot will
be re-landscaped and improved in accordance with DC
safety regulations for playgrounds, and it’s very likely
that new equipment will be purchased. The liability issue
has not yet been solved, but the Corcoran is committed to
finding a solution.

A noted landscape architect, James von Sweden, has been
hired to develop initial designs. His ideas should be ready
to present at the November BCA meeting – so stay tuned!

The response to last month’s Newsletter request for Tot
Lot volunteers was good, but no action has been taken
yet, in anticipation of the Corcoran’s settling on their
plans.  There should be more activity as those plans
develop.  Call Peter Pulsifer at 337-3065 for more
information.
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Points of Order
by Peter Pulsifer

BCA meetings are run according to Robert’s Rules of
Order (except where the Bylaws say otherwise).  These
rules are designed to keep discussions focused and to
ensure that everyone gets their fair say. A summary of
Robert’s  Rules  is  on the Internet  a t
http://dolphin.upenn.edu/~philo/roberts-rules/.

First, some reminders:

§  Questions about rules are decided by the presiding
officer, who can use her best judgement or, when
unsure, ask the parliamentarian or the opinion
(majority vote) of the assembly.

§  Once an issue is resolved (by voting approval,
disapproval, or postponement), the only way to bring
up that issue again is with a “motion to reconsider.”
Reconsidering can be proposed only by someone who
voted with the winning side.

§  “Tabling” a motion should only be done in case of
urgent need (for example, if debate is cutting into the
time of a speaker who can’t wait).  The motion is
postponed until the assembly votes to resume its
consideration.  A motion to “table” is not debatable,
and requires only a majority vote.

§  “Calling the question” is a motion to cut off debate
and vote immediately on the motion under
consideration. If seconded, a vote must be held
immediately (no discussion allowed) on “calling the
question” and a 2/3 majority is required to pass.

Motions are taken in the following order (the lower items
are considered before the higher ones).

§ Main motion

§  Secondary motions, in this order:  Postpone
indefinitely; Amend;  Refer to committee; Postpone
to a certain time; Limit or extend debate; Call the
question (cut off debate and vote);  Table

§  Privileged motions, in this order: Orders of the day
(take things in the agenda's order); Question of
privilege (noise, crowding, fire, etc); Recess;
Adjourn; Fix time to adjourn

For example, a motion is made, discussed, voted on.  If
an amendment is proposed, this is voted on before the
motion.  If a motion is made to refer to committee, this is
voted on before the amendment.  If then a motion is made
to open the windows because of heat, this is voted on
before the motion to refer to committee.  And so on.

Dates to Remember
Oct. 11 (Mon) Columbus Day holiday
Oct. 13 (Wed) BCA meeting, 6:30 pm
Oct. 16 (Sat) Ellington HS Senior Variety Show
Oct. 17 (Sun) BCA cleanup/Harvest Festival
Oct. 23 (Sat) WIS International Dinner
Oct. 25 (Mon) Ellington HS Alumni Showcase
Oct. 27 (Wed) BCA Board meeting, 7 pm
Oct. 31 (Sun) BCA Halloween party

Burleithian Elected President of D.C.
Federation of Citizens Associations
At its September 26 election a full house of delegates to
the Federation of Citizens Associations voted Burleithian
Guy Gwynne in as their next president. The Federation
was founded in 1910, and has functioned steadily without
interruption since then. Burleith’s other elected delegates
to the important organization are Dr. Janice Hopper and
Virginia Warren.

Over the decades the Federation has loomed very large or
less large as the District has undergone internal changes.
At the present time the organization is the most
prestigious citizen advocate group in terms of collected
talent and access to member-organization funding. The
Federation now counts some 28 citizens associations of
varying types from throughout the District as sustaining
members.

High on the list of President Gwynne’s goals for 1999-
2000 will be (1) establishment of a legal aid foundation
for intervention on behalf of the District’s organized and
other citizens, (2) strengthening of the existing committee
system and (3) even broader admission of citizens
association citywide.

Now at 3428 O Street, N.W.,
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WIS Liaison sets traffic study
The Washington International School Liaison Committee
met on October 6 to set requirements for a traffic study,
and to learn of progress in resolving earlier neighborhood
complaints.  The Development Agreement presently
limits the WIS Primary School to a 375 student cap, and
it is up to the Liaison Committee to decide if the cap can
be increased, ultimately to the requested maximum of
475 students.  The decision must be based primarily on
whether traffic is a serious problem and on whether WIS
has complied with the other terms of the agreement.

Because budget problems forced WIS to build smaller
than originally designed, the school presently can’t
expand much beyond 400 students. However, WIS is now
planning to complete the project. No date has been set for
the construction, which will be mostly on the Reservoir
Rd side and will involve no utility work.

The Agreement requires WIS to commission a traffic
study by a consultant of the Liaison Committee’s choice.
Last year, there was disagreement over how extensive
(and expensive) the traffic study should be, and so it was
agreed to postpone the study until this year, when more
consideration could be given to what was needed.

At the meeting, the Liaison Committee heard from
Stephen Petersen, P.E., who was the traffic consultant
hired by the BCA during negotiations for the
Development Agreement. Based on the discussion, Mr.
Petersen will prepare a bid and will most likely perform
the study. The study will include counting of cars at the
WIS entrance and exit for a school week, both
automatically and manually, plus observation of vehicles
and turning patterns at 36th and R Streets during the AM
peak hour. These observations, with information on
enrollment and carpooling supplied by WIS, will fulfill
the Development Agreement’s commitment to measure
school traffic and delays on adjacent streets.  They will
also help the Liaison Committee forecast what traffic will
be like with increased enrollment, and help WIS design
better remediation measures, should they be needed.

It was generally agreed that WIS-generated traffic is not
now a serious problem, except for the queues that form
around 3:30 at 36th and R Streets, when parents arrive to
pick up before school is out.  This is more a policy

problem than a traffic problem, and WIS has actively
discouraged parents from arriving early.

The traffic study will be completed this fall.

The School’s landscape contractor, John Shorb
Landscaping, has completed removal of dead plants on
site and planted many replacement plants provided under
warranty by Ruppert Landscaping. They also recently
planted $2,946 of new plants recommended by landscape
designer Sarah Boasberg, mostly along Reservoir Rd.

In response to complaints about the netting above the
fence, WIS met with Guy Williams, a landscape architect
recommended as especially good with fencing. Mr.
Williams suggested placing wiring on the lower fence
and the nets, and training a variety of vines to grow up
the wires. WIS will obtain a proposal from John Shorb to
start this work, focusing first on the biggest problem
areas. (such as the corner of 37th and R St).

WIS has installed new blue doors to hide view of, and to
keep strangers out of, the maintenance alley on Reservoir
Rd. The color may be toned down a bit.

Problem Houses in Aug/Sept
The following houses in Burleith have been issued
citations or warnings by the Metro Police Department for
loud parties and disturbances of the peace.

August 28 3635 S St (warning and citation)

August 29 1908 37th St (citation)
September 3 3611 S St (citation)
September 4 3733 R St (warning)

September 11 1919 37th St (citation)
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Homelessness Update
Edited from the Georgetown Ministry Center Newsletter

Even with the sharply reduced numbers of homeless
people, it is depressing to see that severely disabled men
and women who suffer from serious, chronic mental
illness and brain injury still populate our streets and
alleys. People suffering from these conditions often hear
voices and believe others are plotting against them. They
are incapable of taking care of their needs or even under-
standing the severity of their condition.

As many as forty percent of the homeless in Washington,
D.C., suffer from severe mental illness. To complicate
things, the disease often affects the portion of the brain
that is used for self-analysis, so victims think the voices
they hear are real or that the CIA is really after them.
They don’t trust anybody and literally fear for their lives.
They usually will not voluntarily participate in treatment.

Our ability to intervene with unwilling patients is limited
by civil commitment laws. People lying on the street
blabbering nonsense cannot be forced into treatment
unless deemed an immediate threat to themselves or
others. It does not matter that they cannot take care of
themselves. Unless they are perched on a bridge rail
ready to jump, there is little anyone can do.

Today, newer medications make it possible to treat severe
and persistent mental illness with few side effects.
Patients experience less sedation and clearer thinking and
are more willing to participate in treatment.
Schizophrenia can be treated as effectively as heart dis-
ease. The treatment success rate for manic-depressive
illness is a remarkable 80 percent. With the new
medications, people with brain disease can lead nearly
normal lives, applying for benefits and finding housing.
Many even find work.

Washington, D.C.’s budget for the Commission on
Mental Health Services is one of the highest per client in
the country. In spite of this, little money is available for
easy access to the newest, most effective medications.
New outreach programs are barely making a dent in the
population in need.

A responsive mental health system able to intervene
proactively with the newest and best medications could
effectively end homelessness as we have come to know
it. Other jurisdictions have modernized to better address
the needs of seriously mentally ill people. In the next few
months, Georgetown Ministry Center is planning an
educational forum to address homelessness and mental
illness. If you want more information, call GMC at 338-
8301. Also, visit the Treatment Advocacy Center’s
informative web site at http://www.psychlaws.org and the
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill site at
http://www.nami.org.

If you are interested in working to help the homeless, the
Georgetown Ministry Center could always use
volunteers. GMC is a program supported by 11 local
religious congregations, the Citizens Association of
Georgetown, the Georgetown Business and Professional
Association, and Georgetown University.  For more
information, call 338-8301.

Utilities, City Services on October 13
BCA Agenda
Lauren Christopher, Consumer Education Specialist in
the Office of the People’s Counsel, will address issues
relating to proposed changes in utility services and
discuss other services available to consumers. The
People’s Counsel is the advocate for consumers of natural
gas, electric and telephone services in the District.

Mark Brown is the Program Director for the Mayor’s
Clean City Initiative. He works from the Mayor’s office
on this program designed to coordinate city agencies (13
plus) ensuring that areas of responsibility are clearly
defined and corrective action taken. Look for lists of
telephone numbers and other handouts.

Movie to be filmed in Georgetown
The Hallmark Hall of Fame will be filming a movie in
Georgetown, mostly around Wisconsin Avenue at P St, in
late October and early November.  Filming will require
the closing of P St between Wisconsin and 33rd St; the
intermittent closure of Wisconsin Avenue and 31st St at
Dumbarton St; and elimination of parking on up to 7
blocks of upper Georgetown.  Filming is set to start on
October 20 and continue through November 12.
Restrictions on parking and traffic will be minimized, and
street filming will only occur on weekdays.

The production is called “Cupid and Cate” and is based
on a best-seller called “Cupid and Diana,” about a woman
who quits her government job and opens a consignment
shop in upper Georgetown.

Further information about traffic restrictions should be
available from ANC2E, at 338-7427.
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Report from the Ward 2 Member of
the Board of Education, Westy Byrd
Dear Residents of Ward 2,

I have two goals as your member on the Board of
Education: to be an effective advocate for the children I
serve, and to restore honesty and integrity to the DC
Public School System. It is the hardest job I have ever
undertaken.

What progress have our children made? Earlier this
year, I translated the percentage of students scoring below
grade level in reading and math into an actual number of
students, from the 71,000 students in the public school
system.

Reading: 45,026 were tested in 1998. Approximately
30,831 scored below grade level.

Math: 46,530 were tested in 1998. Approximately
35,704 scored below grade level.

For 1999, Mrs. Ackerman set 6 performance targets for
schools to raise student achievement. Of 147 schools, 7
schools met the targets. (Congratulations to Seaton
Elementary, a Ward 2 school, for meeting the targets.
Three of our Ward 2 schools-–Hardy, Ross and School
Without Walls–met 4 of the 6 targets.)  I have not had the
opportunity to break down the 1999 test results by
student, but when I do, I will share them with you.

Vocational Education: Parents and students complained
at a public meeting earlier this year that vocational
education, education in trades such as brick laying, has
been eliminated or dramatically cut back. The District
receives $3.9 million from the federal government for
vocational education, provided the District spends $10.3
million from its own accounts. When I looked into how
the District dollars are being spent, I found most of it
goes to pay salaries, such as a math teacher, a business
teacher, a clerk, a health/PE teacher, a librarian, a home
economics teacher, a secretary, a principal.

In fact, the District is not spending its money on a
sequence of courses leading to a skill. I forwarded my
research to Mrs. Ackerman.

The vote to remove the President of the Board of
Education: In June, I voted with the majority of the
Board of Education to remove the President of the Board,
Wilma Harvey, for: 1) taking official action to pay an
employee a salary substantially higher than that voted on
by the Board, 2) misrepresenting the Board in official
correspondence -- such as asking for a car and driver on
behalf of the Board without the Board’s knowledge, 3)
using staff to perform personal errands and personal
business, and 4) not showing up to testify before
Representative Tom Davis on the school budget and not
giving prepared testimony before the Mayor on the
budget. The majority of the Board believed it was
unfortunate but necessary to make this leadership change.

Students, parents and the general public are demanding
reform and accountability. But lawyers for the Mayor,
Corporation Counsel, said we must first hold a formal
trial before removing the President.

Flea Market at Hardy Middle School: The parking lot
across from the Georgetown Safeway has been leased as
a flea market. Michael Johnson, newly appointed Zoning
Administrator, discovered the flea market, a commercial
operation, has been operating illegally on this
residentially zoned land. Last summer, Mr. Johnson
ordered the operator of the flea market to vacate the
school property in a “reasonable amount of time.” (You
should know Mr. Johnson rushed through the proper
paper work for the flea market to be able to legally
operate at a commercially zoned site on U Street.) In
August, the flea market did vacate the Hardy School
because of the construction of a playground. However, in
September, the operator of the flea market signed a new
lease with the DC Public School System, and
immediately resumed operation. It is my understanding
the Public School System did not know of the Zoning
Administrator’s ruling. I have forwarded the facts in this
case to Mrs. Ackerman.

Teachers: One teacher called me and said, “If Mrs.
Ackerman were in the room. I would hug her. For the
first time, my books arrived on time, there are adequate
supplies to teach, and there is copy paper in the copy
machine.”

More good news: Shelby Braxton-Brooks, valedictorian
of Duke Ellington, is attending Harvard University this
year. ... Elizabeth Primas, a reading instructor at
Anthony Bowen, received the Agnes Meyer Outstanding
Teacher Award from The Washington Post.... Delante
Venson, a 4th grader at Stevens Elementary, won an essay
contest for her essay on honesty. She wrote, “…1 was
about to lie, but. . .1 told the truth. She punished me for a
week…1 learned to appreciate what I have…I learned not
to steal what you want but to earn what you want…”
Cohn Hughes, an 8th grader at Hardy Middle School,
won his division. He wrote, “Why is it so hard to tell the
truth? Maybe you are afraid of the consequences and
think you can get out of trouble by lying. Some people lie
about themselves to make it appear as though they were
superior, or enhance their egos…” The Ward 2 School
fund paid for the 6th grade girls at Bowen Elementary to
have a 10 week course in modern dance. The instructor
from Dance Place said, “The girls knew the dance within
2 sessions. They are the best group of girls I have ever
worked with.” Also, the Ward 2 School fund helped send
a class from Shaw Junior High to New York City. I am
happy to report they had a wonderful time.

I will continue to work hard for our children and for a
public school system of which we can be proud. If you
have questions or comments, please call me at 342-3916.
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Georgetown University Hotline
Operates 9 p.m. – 3 a.m. for Columbus Day

(Sunday, October 10) and Halloween
(Sunday, October 31)

Call to report parties or other noise disturbances by
Georgetown students. Students will be notified there was
a complaint, and if the disturbance continues, someone
from the Student Conduct Office will investigate that
night, and Metropolitan Police may be notified.

Call 687-8413.  Normal Hotline hours:
Friday and Saturday nights, 9 p.m. to 3 a.m.

Burleith Halloween Party
Sunday, October 31, 4 p.m.

Children of all ages are
welcome.  As always, there will
be games, prizes, food and fun!

There may be a change of
location this year! Look for

posters, or contact Head Witch
Maggie Meenahan, 337-2660 for

more information.

DPW REQUEST WORKSHEET
Send this form to Pat Scolaro, at 1807 37th St, NW. For more information, call 338-5321. The BCA will combine all the
worksheets and submit them to the appropriate city office.  We will then follow up to ensure that either action is taken, or
we know why not.

WHAT? WHERE? (with nearest street address) HOW LONG?

Streetlight burned out

Potholes

Street sign missing

Broken sidewalk

Clogged storm drain

Dead tree on public property

Other: _________________

WHO? Your name/phone # (optional): _________________________________________

The 1999 Membership Drive is ON!
Your membership in the Burleith Citizens Association is an investment in your future.

We invite each household to join the BCA during this October Membership Drive. The BCA is an advocate for its
residents and over the years has had a strong record of achievement. By joining you support the goals of the Association
and you support the Community. “Just what does the Association do,” you ask? It supports your way of life by:

§ representing your interests with the legislative bodies and with regulatory and administrative agencies
§ initiating and following through on activities to preserve our wonderful village atmosphere
§ fostering a sense of community by sponsoring neighborhood events.


