
Note
The original file for this Newsletter issue was lost. The text here has been reconstructed, except for a couple of graphics and the membership flier that fills page 8. It's possible, however, that a few words may differ from the published version.
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President's Message
October is membership month, and surely, under the
able leadership of Charles Mallett, the membership drive
will be a great success.  Charles is anxious to re-establish
the Block Captain system to help encourage all to join,
so please consider volunteering to be a Block Captain
(by calling Charles at 337-6506), or please say "yes"
when either Charles or I call you.  It's a simple, relatively
quick way to contribute to your neighborhood and to
meet your neighbors in the process.

Charles has designated Halloween night as a special time
for membership solicitation.  If you join, the BCA
promises all treats and no tricks!  Also, during the
membership drive we hope to conduct a survey of the
neighborhood.  This has not been done for years, and the
Board feels it's a necessary way to obtain a Burleith
profile and knowledge of what you feel is important.

I must mention what I find to be a very distressful trend
in our neighborhood.  In my memory I do not recall so
many large and loud weekend parties given by group
houses.  Most of these parties are student-related, and
there has been no let up since the academic year began.
Parties range in size from 50 to 100, with underage
drinking and groups that roam the neighborhood looking
for the next party.  We have to stay on top of this
situation.  Keep calling the police (727-1010) and also
the University Hot Line (687-4553).  If are kept up at
night, don not turn your back to it – make your phone
calls register your anger and frustration.

I spoke to the Student Conduct Office today about our
concern about this situation.  We also invite the student
leaders who live in this neighborhood to get involved
– talk to your fellow students who are causing the
problem.  Burleith will not become the weekend
playground for Georgetown students.

Come and enjoy our 7:30 general meeting on

Wednesday, October 8th at the Hardy School.  Ann
Gallagher, a member of the Board, will be bringing
refreshments, and it is a great opportunity to meet fellow
neighbors and get caught up on local issues.  There will
be a "special guest" visiting our neighborhood over the
weekend, so come on over on Wednesday evening to
find out who it was!

Until then ––

BCA Meets in New Location
The first BCA meeting of the 1997-98 year was held at a
new location, the teachers lounge of the Hardy School at
35th and T Streets, on Sept. 11.  The meeting was on
Thursday to avoid a conflict with Mayor Barry's overlay
meeting, held the previous day.

Attendees met Hardy's interim principal, Ms. Karen
Griffin (our host), as well as the new principal of
Ellington, Mr. Robert Sands.  Both new principals
expressed their pleasure to be here and their willingness
to work with the community.

The police were represented by Capt. Shannon Cockett,
the new sector commander for this area.  Capt. Cockett
explained how the police reorganization was affecting
Burleith and answered numerous questions about police
procedures and about crime.  Police had just arrested a
man suspected of stealing items from many houses with
open or unlocked doors.  Residents were urged to keep
their doors locked!

Georgetown University representative Jeanne Lord
introduced the University's new off-campus response
team.  When complaints of a student party are received
by the University Hot Line, an employee is dispatched to
locate the problem house and notify the occupants of the
complaint.  If a second complaint is received, the Hot
Line operator calls the Metropolitan Police.  The Hot
Line (687-4553) records calls at any time, but will
respond immediately only on weekend nights.

Reports were heard on the successful Flea Market, the
upcoming membership drive, Washington International
School construction, status of our request for stop signs,
and other local issues.

The meeting closed with fine refreshments and a brief
social time, and adjourned promptly when the building
closed at 9:00. A fine time was had by all.
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Ellington Field Reportedly for Sale
As part of its continuing "fire sale" of school property,
D.C. School Public Schools has announced its intention
to dispose of Firebird Stadium, the former playing field
for Western High School that occupies two full blocks
between 38th and 39th Streets. This is the largest single
parcel in Burleith.  Since Western became the Duke
Ellington School for the Performing Arts, the field has
been managed by the Police Boys and Girls Clubs, and is
regularly used, in addition to the Boys and Girls Clubs,
by several local elementary and high schools, including
Wilson High School, Maret, and St. Albans, among
others. The field is also an important recreational
resource for the Burleith and other surrounding
neighborhoods.

A D.C. Public Schools memorandum dated August 19
states that the property "…has been listed for disposition
or public private partnerships with the real estate brokers
listed… , and requests for Proposals or Requests for
Qualifications will be issued by them in the near future.
Many of these properties have been identified for a
public/private partnership."  The broker listed for
Ellington field is Carey Winston/Barrueta, located at
One Thomas Circle.

Under D.C. law, public school property is not zoned, but
after sale the field would almost certainly revert to the
surrounding, residential zoning (R-3).  This would allow
its use for housing (similar to that in Burleith or
Cloisters), and possibly its continued use as an athletic
field, but any other use would require special approval.

Clearly, one possible buyer is Georgetown University.
When asked their intentions at the recent quarterly
University-community meeting, the University Architect
said they had not yet bid on the field, but they were
interested in acquiring it.  Georgetown said they would
use the field for sports, primarily intramurals, to relieve a
serious on-campus shortage of athletic space.

The BCA has come out strongly against the University's
acquisition of the field.  The area around the field is
already heavily impacted by student group houses,
which alter the character of this single-family
neighborhood.  Were the University to commence
official athletic activities on the field, this would only
further blur the distinction between University and
community, to the community's great detriment.
Furthermore, if the University, contrary to its earlier
assurances, did expand across Reservoir Road by

acquiring the field, what would prevent them from
building dorms, classrooms or other "auxiliary use"
facilities on that land?

Beyond town-gown concerns, however, the BCA sees
the field as an irreplaceable community resource.  Unlike
most of the other school properties slated for sale, the
Ellington field is now fully and productively used by
local children.  Playing space is at a premium in the city,
and it's hard to see where these children would go should
the field be developed or turned to other uses.

No bids have yet been solicited or received for the
property, but if DC goes through with its plans to sell it,
the best buyer from the community standpoint might be
an association of the schools that presently use the field.
Most of these schools have indicated their interest in
forming such a group.

BCA Plans Neighborhood Survey
The Burleith Citizens Association is planning to conduct
a survey of Burleith in October and November.  The goal
is to serve the community better by making contact with
all neighbors, even those who don't regularly attend
meetings.  A BCA committee is devising a quick and
simple set of questions to ask, possibly during the
membership drive in October. For more information, or
to volunteer suggestions or help, call Bonnie Hardy at
338-6470.
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Ellington Gives World Premiere,
Gears for International Competition
The Instrumental Music Department of the Duke
Ellington for the Arts invites the Burleith community to
hear the world premiere of a commissioned work, "And
the Multitudes with One Voice Spoke," by composer
James Hosay.  The performance is on Friday, November
7 at 7:30 p.m..  Ticket prices are $7 in advance, $10 at
the door, and $5 for students.  Concert proceeds will
help fund the students' trip this spring for competitions in
Paris and London.  To purchase tickets, contact Sarah
Van Weddingen (Ellington's oboist) at 338-2752, or call
the school directly, at 282-1101 or 282-0123.

Burleith Halloween Party, Oct. 31
(on Halloween!)
Burleith children of all ages should come – if they dare!
–  to the Burleith Halloween Party at the Tot Lot.
Ghosts and Goblins will be there in their costumes to
play games, win prizes, and have fun!! Light
refreshments will be served.  Volunteers are needed to
decorate, set up and clean up.  This is a great chance for
moms, dads and kids to see old friends and meet the
whole new crop of wonderful Burleith children. The
party is on Saturday, Oct. 31, from 4:00 till dark at the
Fillmore School Tot Lot, at 35th and S Streets. For more
information, or to volunteer, call Head Witch Maggie
Fleming at 337-2660.

WIS Update
Work has begun for the new Washington International
School building in the block between 36th and 37th
Streets.  A rather large construction trailer has been
installed on the lot at the corner of 36th and R Streets,
and the construction fence has been put up around the
property. (The fence excludes some of the wooded area
along 37th St, where the original vegetation will be
preserved).  Asbestos removal took longer than
anticipated, but has now been completed.  The next step
is demolition of the existing buildings, which should be
underway by the time this Newsletter comes out.

Demolition will probably be the messiest phase of the
project, and is expected to last about two weeks. If there
are any problems, call WIS representative Mary
McCarty at 243-1811, or one of the BCA Liaison
Committee members: Charlotte Kroll (333-7676), Larry
Schaffner (333-8739) or Peter Pulsifer (337-3065).

Save Safeway and Giant Receipts for
Local Schools
Even if you don't have children in D.C. schools, you can
help our schools by saving your grocery receipts.  Both
Safeway and Giant have programs giving donations to
schools based on these receipts.  To contribute receipts
for Hardy Middle School, Duke Ellington School for the
Arts, the Lab School of Washington (serving learning
disabled children), or Fillmore Arts Center, contact Gina
Van Weddingen at 338-2752, or just drop off the
receipts at 3619 S St.  Let her know which school you'd
like the receipts to benefit.
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The Annual Burleith Flea Market
Coffee, homemade donuts, hot dogs, sodas, a lemonade
stand and neighbors meeting neighbors were featured at
the Burleith Flea Market on September 14.  What fun we
all had at this annual event!!!  For the second year in a
row, 36th Street was closed between S and T, and a
lively block party was held that drew in Burleith
residents, guest vendors, and flea market enthusiasts
from nearby and from the regular Georgetown Flea
Market at the Rosario Center.

Activities continued down the alley to 37th St, where
well-stocked Consignments and Donations tables shared
space with several individual sellers, some of whom
converted their fenced-in back yards to attractive
emporiums for the day.  Items ranging from evening
gowns to a couple of electric guitars to a car were up for
grabs, and people were really buying this year.  With a
percentage of sales going to the BCA, this year's Flea
Market was financially even more successful than last
year, welcome news after last year's extraordinary
expenses.

A very special thank you to Karen Jenks and her team
that really sold almost everything left for consignment.
Suzanne Cohen used her magic in making the items on
the donations table disappear.  We have some really
talented sales people working for our community.
Thank you, Virginia Warren for getting the buyers there
through your hard work on advertising.  Thank you
Peter, Charles, Bonnie, Guy, Ed, Dina and Rachel Levy,
Amsley Pietranton, Francesco, Marguerite and Terry
Perry.  Thanks also to Alfred Bigelow for his hard work
in the consignment area all these many years.  Alfred
will be moving north in the near future and we will
really miss his dedication to our community.  And of
course, the biggest thanks goes to organizer Marjorie
Wolfe, who pulled everything together and made it
happen, including a large pick-up of donated items the
next day by Value Village.  Nothing went to waste!

We hope everyone will come next year, and are already
collecting ideas.  Give Marjorie a call at 965-1699!!

Burleith Garden and Nature Club
The Burleith Garden and Nature Club will meet on
October 25 from 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the
Georgetown Public Library meeting room (basement
level).  The meeting will feature a video on gardens, and
will include discussion of future projects.  Members,
friends, and all interested neighbors are welcome.  For
more information, call Marguerite Cunningham at 337-
5753.

Miracle on R and S Streets
Perhaps out of love for the community as well as the
threat of the looming zoning overlay, laws in front of
houses in the 3700 blocks of R and S Streets have lately
taken on a new, and much neater, appearance.  Yards
that had been habitually calf high in unmown grass and
weeds were tended to and improved in mid-September.
Some landlords even painted here and there.

If this attention to neatness and house appearances will
last until next September, Burleith will be a much neater
looking neighborhood.  Point to note: it is much easier to
regularly maintain a lawn in good condition than it is to
let it overgrow and have to mount a campaign to correct
neglect.  And the living ambience for all concerned is
more pleasant in the bargain.
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Animal House Night on R and S
Streets
by Guy Gwynne

As if by osmosis, the worst nighttime student parties in
several years erupted on the night of Saturday,
September 27 in the 3700 blocks of R and S Streets.  The
R Street alley between Reservoir Road and R Street
throbbed with milling crowds and loud voices, and the
intermittent thud of big hi-fis.  Neighbors had to call the
police to clamp down on several big parties on S Street,
and the  University Hot Line was also reportedly busy.
Even some 37th St residents called other neighbors on R
and S Street for help and advice.  Police response was
reasonably good, but the walking fallout hubbub, along
with resurfacing house parties, continued until after 3:30
a.m.  Cups and detritus were much in evidence the
morning after.  The parties were too numerous and well-
attended not to have been coordinated.

With so many on- and off-campus possibilities for
parties and partying, it is really infra dig to throw
Animal House(s) night in residential Burleith: Students
have the indoor social areas of the University, the open
areas all over campus (including the unused playing
field), GU-owned houses and apartments that abut the
University campus, the bars at Georgetown Harbour,
much of M Street, Wisconsin Avenue – you name it.
Why then the tacky and hateful blowouts in Burleith, at
all hours?

The police should not have to be diverted from more
serious work episodically to tend to mindless student
drinking gatherings.  And area residents should not be
disturbed a minute by such activities.  Several things are
illustrated by this latest Saturday night fever: (1) The
"hot" line is of limited value; (2) loud student parties and
the milling, hollering groups that go with them badly
disturb an otherwise quiet neighborhood; (3) the police
can't make half-way disturbance controlling efforts and
expect to succeed for long, and (4) to whatever degree

Animal House night succeeded in September, it will be
re-attempted in the future.

Other communities around universities in D.C. –
Catholic University, Trinity College, and even American
University or Howard University – do not suffer from
organized student off-campus depredations and hell-
raising.  Artful dodgers at GU are agile deniers of
criticism, but they know where the blame lies.  And the
community knows where the students ought to be kept
and housed in the first place.

Utility Discount Day, Oct. 9
The Public Service Commission of D.C. invites residents
to attend a Utility Discount sign-up day at the
Washington Convention Center, 900 Nonth St, NW on
Thursday, October 9, from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Bell Atlantic, PEPCO and Washington Gas offer
discounts for low-income citizens that can save up to
$400 per year off utility bills.  Discounts depend on the
annual income for the entire household; maximum
income is $11,835 for single-person, $24,075 for 4-
person, and $40,395 for 8-person households.  For more
information, call the Public Service Commission at 626-
5100.

Spare Our Trees!
This summer and fall, we have noticed several posters
nailed or tacked to trees in Burleith.  Remember, this is
illegal!  Nails and tacks will cause serious damage to the
trees.  Signs can be put on trees, but they must be tied on
with string.  Trees are a vital asset to our neighborhood,
but they are under stress in the city, and the D.C.
government has very little means to maintain or replace
them.  Please be considerate!
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Burleith-Born Education far from
Walking Distance: Cultural Study
Abroad
After nearly a decade of teaching Italian Medieval and
Renaissance Literature at Georgetown University, a stint
as Senior Program Officer at the National Endowment
for the Humanities, and a year as President of American
University of Rome, Burleith resident Angela Iovino has
founded Cultural Study Abroad, an association to
promote worldwide study and travel.  CSA conducts
international  professional exchanges, where colleagues
visit in offices, studios or theaters to observe projects
and discuss issues of mutual interest.  Two-day seminars
follow the exchange at American cultural institutions
abroad.  CSA also arranges special trips for non-
professionals.

Currently, CSA is sponsoring two professional exchange
trips (in London theater and in Paris visual arts), and two
trips for the general public (London Fringe theater and
Paris fashion).  Trips last either five or ten days.

The professional theater exchange matches artistic
directors, literary managers, choreographers, and
costume, lighting, and stage designers to their London
peers during productions.  Participating theaters range
from West End and Royal National Theater to fringe and
above-pub theaters.  The general public exchange is an
educational experience focusing on London's Fringe
Theater. Next trip is November 17-29.

The professional visual arts exchange matches American
and Parisian creative and artistic directors, graphic
designers and photographers and includes seminars at
the Parsons Paris School.  The fashion exchange for the
general public is assisted by Dominique IsbecQue, an
internationally known Image consultant and author.
Participants will explore hidden shopping markets,
designer boutiques, and specialty shops in Paris, and will
attend two fashion shows at the two largest Paris
department stores.  Next trip is on October 9.

For more information on CSA, call 338-5885, check the
Web site at http://members.aol.com/CulturalSA, or send
e-mail to aiovino88@aol.com.

Police Report Postponed
The police report of crime in Burleith that is regularly
featured in the Newsletter will not appear this month
because of changes related to the ongoing police
reorganization.  The report should resume next month.
For more information, contact Burleith Neighborhood
Watch Chair Janice Hopper at 333-5277.

The officers patrolling Burleith's service area, PSA 205,
publish a monthly newsletter which is distributed at
community (BCA and ANC) meetings.  To contact our
local policemen, call Sgt. Bickel or Lt. Burke at 282-
0053 or 282-1162 (voice mail).

TRY SMILING
When the weather suits you not,
 Try smiling.
When your coffee isn't hot,
Try smiling.
When your neighbors don't do right,
Or your relatives all fight,
Sure 'tis hard, butthen you might
 Try smiling.

Doesn't change the things, of course –
 Just smiling.
But it cannot make them worse –
 Just smiling.
And it seems to help your case,
Brightens up a gloomy place,
Then, it sort o' rests your face –
 Just smiling.


