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BURLEITH
PICNIC

THE 31ST ANNUAL 

Saturday, June 9, 2001, 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
In the Green Lot, 37th Street and Whitehaven Parkway, NW

Games and activities for kids of all ages

MOON BOUNCE,

FIRE TRUCK, POLICE CAR

MOUNTED PARK POLICE

PET SHOW at 4 pm:  show off your cutie!
All pets welcome - live, stuffed and otherwise

Light refreshments and drinks all afternoon,
Rocklands Barbecue and pot-luck supper at 5 p.m.

Please bring a side dish, bread or dessert for 8
Homemade ice cream will be made!!

In case of rain, check http://www.burleith.org or call 337-3065

ROCKLANDS BBQ & POT-LUCK SUPPER

Free and open to all!
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President's Message
At the end of June my two years as President of the BCA
will come to an end. It has been interesting, aggravating,
exciting, frustrating, very busy–and quite rewarding.

In the past two years, I have been fortunate to meet and
work with many people who are committed to this
community and to this city. I have had the opportunity to
work with many city officials; and I have met and worked
with city employees at all levels. Looking back, I would
say that these experiences have been more than
satisfactory.

It has been my pleasure to work with this Board! As a
group and as individuals they are truly dedicated to the
community they represent. Any number of times a Board
member has "stepped up to the plate" to assume
responsibility for an issue or a program. Even when there
were disagreements, I could always count on the Board
for united support. Each member brought something
unique to the Board and so to the Community. I would
like to thank each one of them for their individual
contribution and for their combined support and
willingness to share the burdens and the successes of
these past two years,

I am confident that Ed Solomon, who assumes the
presidency as of July 1, will serve with distinction in that
role. We are fortunate that he is willing to take on this
responsibility. He is a long-time resident who cares about
the community, and he has served on the Board with
distinction for four years. Ed will be joined by several
members of the present Board and by seven new
members. I will continue to serve on the Board as Past
President.

Before I sign off, I must regretfully say "so long" to Ann
Gallagher, a resident of Burleith for 28 years (including
27 years on T St) and BCA Corresponding Secretary for
the past eight years. She has been a good neighbor and a
responsible member of the Board who was not afraid to
speak her mind when she truly believed in something.
She was always nice, helpful, and a contributor to
community activities. Fortunately for us, Ann will not be
moving far. We hope she visits often!
Thank you.

Burleith Flea Market: September 16
The Annual Burleith Flea Market will take place on
September 16, 2001. Clean out your attics, basements,
and closets. If you haven't use your treasures in the past
five years, it is time to let someone else enjoy them! Look
for our signs in September for place and time. Come meet
your neighbors and have a good time! For more
information, to make a donation, or to volunteer to help,
call Marjorie Wolfe at 965-1699.

Stoddert Fun Fair on June 16
Bring the family, there's something for everyone at the
Stoddert Fun Fair, Saturday, June 16 from 11 am to 3 pm.
There will be rides, booths and prizes for the kids. For
grownups, there will be food, a bake sale, used book sale
and raffles for great neighborhood gift certificates!

Volunteers are welcome: Come help Stoddert with its
biggest fund raiser of the year. Do you have 2 hours; or
just one? We need you to help man booths. To volunteer,
call Cathy Fiorillo at 342-0225.

Congratulations to our deliverers
by Marjorie Wolfe, Newsletter delivery coordinator

I would like to THANK Amsley and Kelsey Pietranton
and John Hanle for the good work that they have done
this year with the Newsletter Delivery. A very special
THANK YOU goes to Michael Henry, who has delivered
the Newsletter for several years and has always been so
very helpful. Michael is going to college in the fall. Good
Luck, Michael!

Stepping into Michael's shoes will be Juliana Hanle, who
has been a substitute for the past two years. Our
community THANKS YOU for your support!

"Toxic Waste" closes 37th St
On the evening of Wednesday, May 30, some canisters of
acid (used for pool maintenance) fell off a truck on 37th St
near Manor Place. Residents saw the incident, moved the
canisters (still sealed) out of traffic, and called police.
The next day, the DC government swung into action: A
Hazmat team came late Thursday morning and sealed off
the area for about an hour while they removed the
chemicals. Neither cars nor buses nor pedestrians were
allowed to pass between U St and Tunlaw Road, whether
on 37th St, the alleys, or the woods. The area was
reopened around 1 p.m.

While the DC reaction seems overblown, the incident
does underscore the problem with truck traffic on 37th St.
Lt. Brian Bray, head of PSA 205, says that police do
monitor 37th St and have given about 24 tickets in the past
month to illegal trucks. But the problem is chronic.

The witnesses to the recent spill identified the offender,
and the company will be notified and cited.
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Board Bulletins
Ten members of the outgoing board met with three
members of the incoming Board on Wednesday, May 23
at Washington International School. This will be the final
meeting of the 2000–2001 term.

Congratulations were extended to Ed Solomon for his
role as head of logistics for the successful Georgetown
250th Anniversary Parade on April 20. Burleith was a
participant and made a strong showing, as a group of
adults and children marched down Wisconsin Avenue
behind a very bright banner.

Treasurer's Report. Current balance is $6055.03 with the
picnic and other expenses yet to be included.

Membership. Membership Chair Tom Bryant reported
that 154 households have joined (that is just over 25% of
total households in Burleith).

Ann Gallagher. The Board presented a certificate of
appreciation to Ann Gallagher, who is leaving Burleith
and DC for new digs just over the D.C. line in Maryland.

GU Campus Plan. The BZA will meet on June 5 to
determine if it will reopen the hearing or just review
several of the accurate statements in the final conditions
(see the May Newsletter). The University is also asking
the BZA to reconsider its position on the enrollment cap.

GWU campus plan. Guy Gwynne reported that George
Washington University is suing the District, claiming
essentially that DC had no right to limit university
enrollment or otherwise regulate universities. The
Federation of Citizens Associations is working to oppose
the GW position, and others have filed briefs as "friend of
the court" (amicus); the BCA may be asked to do so.

Ellington lights. Tom Bryant complained that new
exteriors lights at the Ellington School are bothering
neighbors. He and Charles Mallett have contacted
Principal Mitzi Yates; at her request, six neighbors sent
letters of complaint.

Redistricting. It appears at this time that Burleith will
remain in Ward 2. However. we feel strongly that Foxhall
should also remain in Ward 2, and will write to members
of the DC Council asking them to support this position.

Burleith Archives. Many residents (including Pat Scolaro)
have boxes of old BCA records. Such paperwork should
eventually be given to the Gelman Library at George
Washington University, where a large number of Burleith
records have already been sent.

Traffic follow-up. DC officials have responded well to
Burleith traffic requests. School crossing signs on 37th St
were promptly removed by DDOT head Dan Tanglerini
after the May BCA meeting.  Any further missing signs
or traffic problems should be reported to Charles
Mallett (337-6506).

The meeting adjourned at 8:30.

Georgetown Streetscape Project
Thanks to an appropriation of $9 million from Jack
Evans, a project is underway to change the streetscape of
Georgetown, possibly radically. The primary area of
work is that of the Georgetown BID: Wisconsin Ave
from R St to M St and M St from 28th St to Key Bridge.
Essentially, all of the streets and sidewalks in that area
will be replaced. PEPCO and other utilities are
collaborating in the project to simultaneously upgrade
subterranean utility lines (including some water lines
dating to before the Civil War).

Among the proposals are:

1. Widen the sidewalks on M St by 5 feet by eliminating
one lane, maintaining traffic flow by eliminating on-
street parking. A related proposal is to make several
Georgetown streets one-way.

2. Eliminate street trees from the Georgetown
commercial district (perhaps instead have planters on
light posts).

3. Give special attention to the "gateways" of
Georgetown at R St, 28th St and Key Bridge; for
example, narrow 33rd St at Wisconsin Ave by adding
a small park, and create a wedge park or sidewalk
plaza where M St and Pennsylvania Avenue merge.

A steering group composed of a small number
government, business and citizen representatives is
working on the basic plan. The process is hurried because
the appropriated money must be spent before the next
fiscal year, so the procurement process must begin over
the summer. The plan will be discussed and voted on at a
special ANC 2E meeting on Tuesday, June 19 at
Georgetown Visitation School, 35th St and Volta Pl.
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Redistricting Foxhall to Ward 3?
A plan for redrawing the DC Ward boundaries has been
passed by the Subcommittee on Voting Rights and
Redistricting and will be voted on by the DC Council on
June 5. The draft, called "Plan H", calls for a massive
reduction in the size of Ward 2. Currently, Ward 2 is the
most populous ward, with 82,845 people; under Plan H it
would be the second-smallest, with 68,109. Ward 2 will
lose large areas downtown and Southwest DC (mostly to
Ward 6), although it would retain the Mall area.

The change most affecting us is the transfer of
Foxhall/MacArthur (now the westernmost territory of
ANC 2E) to Ward 3. This area, census tract 8.02, has a
population of 2,806, and is represented by Scott Polk, of
Foxhall, and Len Levine, of Hillandale (Hillandale itself
will remain, with Burleith, in Ward 2).

The most controversial aspect of Plan H is that it
abandons Rock Creek as the border between wards 3 and
4 and splits Chevy Chase between those wards. Ward 3
activists have developed an alternative plan that reduces
Ward 3 population in other ways, including placing
Glover Park together with Burleith in Ward 2. However,
Glover Park representatives have asked to stay in Ward 3,
citing their greater affinity with areas like Cleveland Park
than with Georgetown, and their greater concern about
American University students than with Georgetown
University students. It would also be difficult to
incorporate the 7,004 residents of Glover Park into a
viable Ward 2 ANC (ANCs smaller than 6 single-
member districts–each representing 2000 residents–are
hard to sustain financially).

Many Foxhall Village residents want to remain in Ward
2. They have greatly benefited from the opportunity to
comment on, among other things, Georgetown University
activities and traffic on Canal Rd, Reservoir Rd and
downtown. Many also travel primarily within Ward 2 and
appreciate having Zone 2 parking permits.

However, some, especially in the Georgetown Reservoir
area, want to join Palisades in Ward 3, and the Palisades
Citizens Association wants them. A popular compromise
is to draw the Ward boundary down Foxhall Rd, with
most of Foxhall Village would remain in Ward 2.

The BCA Board is strongly in favor of keeping ANC 2E
in its present form. Burleith has worked well with Foxhall
and the area to the west, which often share our
perspective. ANC 2E surrounds the University, which
promotes a balanced discussion of University issues; it
also encompasses a complete and interdependent traffic
circulation area, leading to and from Key Bridge and
around the University on Canal and Reservoir Roads.
Sufficient population is important for to the financial
health of the ANC, and the Foxhall area has produced
many good civic leaders for Ward 2.

The Board urges everyone to write to Jack Evans and
Kathy Patterson, At-large Councilmembers Phil
Mendelson, David Catania, and Harold Brazil, and
Council Chair Linda Cropp urging them to vote to keep
Foxhall in Ward 2.

The Council is scheduled to have a first vote on the
redistricting plan on June 5. The goal is to have the plan
approved in two Council votes and signed by Mayor
Williams before the July 14 deadline.

After the Ward boundaries are set, the next step will be to
determine ANC boundaries and the single-member
district boundaries within each ANC. City Council
members for each ward are required by law to establish a
task force to work on ANC redistricting in that ward.
ANC redistricting task forces are supposed to report their
findings by October 1, and the first vote on the ANC
redistricting bill is scheduled for early January 2002.

DCPS Master Facilities Plan Hearing
On Monday, June 11, at 6:30 pm, the School Board will
hold a public hearing on the DCPS Master Facilities Plan.
This plan includes an expansion of Hardy Middle School
to about 600 students (nearly twice its current
enrollment). The upgrade may include demolition or
renovation of the current building.

The June 11 hearing is primarily to gather ideas about
how to best fund the Master Facilities Plan. Topics to be
covered may include bonding issues, public/private
financing partnerships and federal funding of
construction projects.

The hearing will be at the 5th Floor board room at 825
North Capitol St, NE. To testify, or for information, call
Eric Watts, Committee Clerk, at 442-5437.
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Panhandling, aggressive and not
Partnership for Problem Solving is a Metropolitan Police
program that focuses on selected problems of community
concern. Attendees include police, representatives of DC
government agencies, and anyone else who wishes to
come. Currently, the group is looking at problems related
to homelessness and panhandling in this area. For more
information, contact Ray Kukulski at 965-5710.

The Panhandling Control Act Of 1993 (D.C. Code §22-
3311) prohibits "aggressive" panhandling. The law does
not prohibit an individual on public space from asking,
begging, or soliciting in a peaceful, non-aggressive
manner. Additionally, street entertainers have a right to
perform and solicit monetary contributions, provided that
the performance doesn't disturb the peace.

There are eight situations in which a person may be
arrested for panhandling. No person may ask, beg, or
solicit alms, including money or other things of value:
1. In an aggressive manner in any place open to the

general public (including sidewalks, streets, alleys,
driveways, parking lots, parks, plazas, buildings,
doorways and entrances to buildings, and the grounds
of enclosed buildings).

2. In any public transportation vehicle, or at any bus,
train or subway station or stop.

3. Within 10 feet of any ATM.
4. From any operator or occupant of a motor vehicle

that is in traffic on a public street.
5. From any operator or occupant of a occupying or

reserving a public parking space, or directing the
occupant to a public parking space.

6. In exchange for cleaning motor vehicle windows
while the vehicle is in traffic or a public street.

7. In exchange for protecting, watching, washing,
cleaning, repairing, or painting a motor vehicle or
bicycle while it is parked on a public street.

8. On private property, without the permission from the
owner or occupant.

The term "aggressive manner" is defined as:
•  Approaching, speaking to, or following a person in a

manner as would cause a reasonable person to fear
bodily harm or the commission of a criminal act upon
the person, or upon property in the person’s
immediate possession or control;

•  Touching another person without that person’s
consent in the course of asking for alms;

•  Continuously asking, begging, or soliciting alms from
a person, after that person has made a negative
response; or

•  Intentionally blocking or interfering with the safe or
free passage of a person by any means, including
unreasonably causing a person to take evasive action
to avoid physical contact.

The penalty for violations is a fine not to exceed $300
and/or imprisonment for not more than 90 days. There is
an additional or alternative penalty of community service.

Dates to Remember
June 5 (Tues) BZA hearing on G'town Flea Market
June 8 (Fri) WIS Celebration (graduation), 10 am
June 9 (Sat) Lawyers Have Heart race, 7:30 a.m.
June 9 (Sat) BURLEITH PICNIC
June 11 (Mon) DCPS Facilities Plan hearing, 6:30 pm
June 14 (Thurs) WIS last day of classes
June 16 (Sat) Stoddert Fun Fair, 11 am –3 pm.
June 19 (Tues) ANC 2E Town Meeting on Streetscape

New Morning Farm back in Burleith
The Tuesday farmer's market at 37th Street and
Whitehaven Parkway will resume on Tuesday, June 5, as
New Morning Farm begins its 30th year of selling in
Burleith and elsewhere in Washington. Walk on by to get
fruits and vegetables fresh off the farm–they hope to have
fresh strawberries for opening day.
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Corcoran School May 10 meeting
The Corcoran hosted a meeting for community members
on May 10 at the Fillmore building to discuss
construction and landscaping activity at the site and to
hear any problems there might be with school operation.
Attendance was low (three neighbors from 34th St and
two from Burleith), but interest was high. Primary topics
discussed were parking lot construction and landscaping,
lighting of the grounds, maintenance, and parking policy.
Parking lot plans called for widening the 34th St
driveway, but nobody knows why the concrete retaining
wall was extended at full height to the sidewalk, where it
looks strange and impairs visibility for pedestrians and
driveway traffic. If it can't be removed, the Corcoran will
paint a stripe and add a Stop sign for safety. The lot will
have a gate to block vehicular access after hours.
Landscaping planting had been delayed but should now
be completed. Shrubs along 34th St should be 48 inches
high and be densely planted to block headlights. Existing
mulberry trees have been removed, and new trees might
be planted there (under study). There was some question
whether the landscaped buffer between the property line
and the parking lot was the required 18 feet; the distance
might be just enough.
No additional landscaping is planned for the Tot Lot
(planted with perennials) or for the garden area outside
the fence along 35th St. Neighbors (including the
Burleith Garden Club!) are encouraged to organize and
contribute plantings, especially for the latter area.
One 34th St neighbor complained about the high-
intensity lights on the building, and it was agreed to
remove such lights facing 34th St; no change will be
made to lighting on the other sides. Lighting is supposed
to be provided by the "Washington globe" fixtures in the
center of the lot.
There is a problem with rats in the parking lot; a likely
nesting spot is the wild fenced-in area between the
parking lot at the Hardy School property. DCPS used to
trim and mow this area, but it has had no maintenance for
years, and the Corcoran has no immediate plans to use it.
Parking impact from the school has been a serious
problem, and there were complaints that the Corcoran is
charging $50 per term for student parking–a lot of
money, especially compared to free parking on the street.
Neighbors argued that parking should be inexpensive or
free, at least at first. The consensus is that whatever
parking policy the school adopts, it must result in the lot
being full with students and faculty. The lot should have
99 spaces; during operation, the school is allowed "an
average" of 140 students and 12 faculty members on the
site. The parking situation will be re-evaluated next fall.
Further comments or suggestions can be directed to Peter
Pulsifer at 337-3065.

Burleith Celebrates Georgetown's
250th Birthday

A small but happy group flew the flag and carried the
Burleith banner in the May 20 parade celebrating
Georgetown's 250th anniversary. The Burleith contingent,
like Burleith itself, included young and old, newcomers
and old-timers. Just ahead was the Metropolitan High
Steppers, a loud and flashy drum-and-dance group.
Despite the drizzle, a great time was had by all!

Metro starts Regional Bus Study
Metro is beginning "the first comprehensive review of the
region's bus service to be conducted in the last 30 years."
During that time, the Washington area has grown
considerably and there have been radical shifts in
population. Meanwhile, the region's bus services have
followed routes–and route names–that often date back as
far as 75 years.

A preliminary round of studies was conducted last year
(see the October 2000 Burleith Newsletter). Now the
ideas from the earlier discussions are being turned into
action. A presentation and discussion will be held on
Wednesday, June 13. Topics will include service
improvements to currently served areas, potential markets
for new bus routes and new types of service and facilities.

The meeting is not public, but interested individials may
be able to attend as Burleith representatives. If you have a
particular concern or would like to be kept informed, call
Peter Pulsifer at 337-3065.


