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President's Message
So much seems to happen in the spring. Not only is
Mother Nature at her busiest, but so also is the
neighborhood.

I am very pleased with the latest development on the
Ellington Field. As probably mot of you know, the
bidding process for the lease of the field has been
suspended, "to allow for a study on the current use of the
field and future needs of the D.C. Public Schools." This
will give Wilson, our neighborhood high school, an
opportunity to put forth their case, something which,
quite frankly was being shut out of the process before.

At our BCA Board meeting, we discussed at great length
the bids for the use of the field which were presented at
the special general meeting last month. Some of the
proposals we liked, and some we didn't, but we decided
in the end to support our neighborhood schools and to
give them the opportunity to make their case. You will
find the Board's motion printed in this Newsletter

We will continue to work very hard at keeping abreast of
the situation and will provide input of neighborhood
concerns as follows: access to the field; proper upkeep
and maintenance; and good supervision. Please welcome
at our May meeting some of the Wilson personnel who
will be involved in the evaluating process.

Thanks to all of our neighbors both in and out of
Burleith who called or wrote in. Also, thanks to our
Councilmembers Evans, Patterson, Schwartz and
Chavous, who have become actively involved. Special
thanks to our own Pat Scolaro, whose staging of the
Ellington rally set the right tone for what was to come. It
is nice to know that our concern and hard work is paying
off!

At the April Board meeting we passed a resolution
(printed below) concerning the 800 bed dorm that
Georgetown University is proposing to build by 2002.
We certainly endorse the project, but t the same time
want to make it perfectly clear that if this new dorm is to
be meaningful to our community, University enrollment
cannot increase.

Lastly, the new Washington International School is now
part of the Burleith landscape, with opening day set for
May 19. I know it has been at times a very difficult
construction process for the immediate neighbors, and
credit them for getting through it, as well as the Liaison

Committee for being here to mediate the problems.
Hopefully, the final stages and landscaping will go
smoothly. The Liaison Committee plans an early May
meeting to plan for the future and get full details on the
scheduled summer camp. It is very much in the interests
of both WIS and the neighborhood to make this work.

I hope to see many of you at the May 13 BCA meeting.
This will be our last general meeting before the summer
and we would love to see a good turnout. Our elections
will be held at this time. Come and meet and support
your new Board for the next term.

Until then…

BBBBCCCCAAAA    RRRReeeessssoooolllluuuuttttiiiioooonnnn    oooonnnn    GGGGUUUU    DDDDoooorrrrmmmmiiiittttoooorrrryyyy
The Burleith Citizens Association resolves that the
projected Southwest Quadrangle to be built on the
Georgetown University campus and to include an 800
bed residence hall is a significant step towards
alleviating impact on our neighborhood by off-campus
student.  We commend the University's Board of
Directors and Father O'Donovan for having made the
commitment. According to Georgetown, this project,
barring financial setbacks, is to be completed by the year
2002.

The University states in its April, 1998 Factsheet on the
new Southwest Quadrangle that, "The purpose of this
project is to move 800 undergraduate students currently
residing in the 2007 zip code into on-campus housing,
thus leaving only 400 undergraduate students in zip code
2007. This residence hall s not being built in order to
increase enrollment." The Burleith Citizens Association
is taking the University at its word, and we want to make
it absolutely clear that we support no enrollment
increases at any time. According to the University's
figures, the undergraduate enrollment for 1997-98 is
5,424. This figure should remain the same until all 1200
undergraduates have on-campus housing made available
to them. The new residence hall will accommodate 800
with 400 left in the community. There should be no
enrollment increase until the last 400 undergraduate
students are offered housing.

Again, the Burleith Citizens Association approves the
announcement of the projected Southwest Quadrangle
and we look forward to its completion.
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VOTE!
The May meeting of the Burleith Citizens Association is
the "Annual Meeting," where officers and other Board
members will be elected to serve in the coming year.
The new Board will take office starting on July 1, the
beginning of the BCA fiscal year. All members of the
community are urged to come and participate, to help
keep your neighborhood association strong.  (The BCA
is our strongest and most persistent advocate, and it
seems we need this more every year).  Remember the
following election rules, however:

• To vote you must be a BCA member for at least 30
days (you must have joined on or before April 13).

• It's one vote per household, not one vote per person.

• Nominations will be accepted from the floor, but the
nominee must either be present or have certified in
writing his willingness to serve.

The Nominations Committee has selected the following
slate of willing nominees for the Board positions (all are
incumbents, unless noted):
President: Bonnie Hardy
1st Vice President: Guy Gwynne
2nd Vice President: Charles Mallett
3rd Vice President: Marilyn Reis
Recording Secretary: Gwen Verhoff
Corresponding Secretary: Ann Gallagher

Treasurer: Diane Deland
  (new, 3729 R St)

Newsletter Editor: Peter Pulsifer
Delegates to the Federation
of Citizens Associations:

Guy Gwynne
Janice Hopper
Margaret Meenahan

Delegates to the Federation
of Civic Associations:

Bonnie Hardy (ex officio)
Vladka Landay (new,

3600 Whitehaven)
Nan Bell (new, 3604

Whitehaven)
Irene Schaffner
Ed Solomon.

Thanks to these nominees for their interest in serving us
all. Remember, there are also plenty of ways to
participate without being a Board member – your
citizens association needs you!

BBBBCCCCAAAA    EEEElllllllliiiinnnnggggttttoooonnnn    FFFFiiiieeeelllldddd    MMMMoooottttiiiioooonnnn
The Burleith Citizens Association is opposed to the
continuation of the current bidding process to lease
Ellington field. We are dismayed by the lack of study or
of a well-defined process for the disposition of this
property. There is evidently a great need at present for
athletic space like Ellington field in the DC schools, and
in particular at nearby Wilson High School. Instead of
leasing the field, the BCA supports greater use of the
field by Wilson High School, with management of the
field being the responsibility of the Wilson Athletic
Director.  We support continuation of the present lease
of on-site buildings, but revenue from this lease should
be dedicated to field maintenance, under the supervision
of the Wilson Athletic Director.

In reviewing the lease proposals received, the BCA is
strongly opposed to the proposals of LCOR and of
Georgetown University, both of which would result in
significant harm to the surrounding community.

Approved by unanimous vote of the BCA Board, at a
regular meeting at which a quorum was present.

Next BCA Meeting
Election Meeting!
More Ellington Field Details!!
Wednesday, May 13, 7:30 p.m.
At the Rosario Center/Hardy School, 35th and T
Streets, in the teacher's lounge (follow signs).

Featured guests will be representatives of Wilson
High School, including Eddie Saah, Wilson Athletic
Director, to explain their needs and plans for use of
Ellington Field. It now appears that the D.C.
Schools might give them their chance.
The meeting will begin promptly at 7:30 with
presentations by our guests. This will be followed by a
brief business session and police report. Refreshments
served!
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Absentee Landlord Letters
by Marilyn Reis

We have sent out letters to absentee landlords who do
not maintain their properties. We've taken pictures of the
dwellings and described to the owner the unsightly
debris, garbage, wrecked furniture and general neglect
that is offensive to the neighbors in Burleith.

There has been some modest improvement. At three of
the properties, decaying mattresses and furniture have
been removed and yards have been cleaned.  Trash in the
alley has at least been attacked. We are encouraged,
albeit mildly so.

If you know of properties for which you wish the
landlord would take more responsibility, please contact
Marilyn Reis, 1804 37th St, at 342-1463. It would be
helpful if you could take pictures and forward them;
however, if you cannot do that, I will take the photos. A
letter will be sent to the owners from the BCA along
with the pictures and a request that the owner take
responsibility for the property.

On Being a Considerate Neighbor
DOGS – Why do dog owners continue to refuse to pick
up their dog's poop? This situation has really reached
intolerable proportions. One must question some of the
responses you get when challenging an offender, such
as, "this tiny little dog, really!"… "I forgot the plastic
bags, but I will come right bag and pick it up!" (yeah,
sure!)… "I am only dog-sitting for a friend." There is a
law that states that everyone must pick up after their
dog. Also, dog owners are responsible for the conduct of
their pets. Excessive barking is unnecessary and
bothersome. All dogs must be on a leash at all times! A
little courtesy will go a long way, and your neighbors
will appreciate it.

TRASH – How difficult is it when walking through our
neighborhood to bend over and pick up an empty soda
can (or beer can), candy wrapper, handbill, the famous
red, green, blue or white cups, or any other debris and
throw it in  the nearest supercan? It sure would make our
neighborhood look a lot better. This also applies to our
alleys. The DPW trash pickup personnel frequently miss
or spill some trash. It wouldn't hurt for everyone to
participate by picking it up and throwing it away.

Auto Taxpayers Get Tax Break
by Guy Gwynne

The D.C. City Council voted in its fiscal 1999 budget to
give a significant inducement for temporary resident and
other car owners to register out-of-state licensed cars in
the District. D.C. law requires any person keeping an
automobile in D.C. for more than 30 days to either
obtain a reciprocity sticker (if qualified) or duly register
it and arrange for D.C. licensing and inspection.
Scofflaws abound, especially in Burleith. (A BCA
committee discovered 417 out-of-compliance cars on
Burleith streets alone; there are another estimated 400
stashed behind rental houses in driveways and garages).
In the Council's draft budget was a proposal to repeal the
city excise tax on cars brought to the District from out of
state and kept for more than 30 days. Outright
cancellation of the tax would have deprived the cash-
strapped city of a significant income source, with no
corresponding benefit to the city or its taxpayers.
A Solomonic alternative was introduced into the budget
by Ward 2 Councilman Jack Evans. The vehicle excise
tax for people who move into the city will be retained,
but, generously, the amount of the tax can be deducted
from one's D.C. income tax. Since every taxpayer who
resides in the District for more than 183 days must file a
D.C. income tax form, this is a fair, practical and
equitable arrangement. It is an additional incentive for
long-term temporary residents to honestly file their D.C.
tax forms and not attempt to evade that requirement.
The new arrangement has something for everyone. The
city income base is not eroded. Persons who move into
the city and bring cars get a significant tax break. And
the city's permanent resident taxpayers are not unduly
burdened by more city service users who can but do not
pay their way.

Pallisades Lions Flea Market June 6
The Pallisades Georgetown Lions Club will sponsor a
community Flea Market on Saturday, June 6, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the First Union Bank parking lot at
MacArthur and Arizona Avenue, NW. (rain date is
Sunday).  There will be refreshments, and the Lions
Mobile Health Unit will provide free eye and hearing
exams. Both buyers and sellers are welcome; and
donations will be accepted at the MacArthur Care Drug
Store. For further information, call 244-6555.
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WIS Growing Pains
The Washington International School construction
process is coming to an end at last. According to the
WIS press release announcing its upcoming opening, the
project will have cost $9.25 million at its completion.
Unfortunately, the final stage of construction has been
particularly difficult for the adjacent neighbors, and this,
combined with landscaping problems, has resulted in
some tension between the neighborhood and the school.
The rapid pace of construction has made for day-long
beeping for months as construction vehicles worked as
much as possible during the allowed hours. Recently,
there have been many complaints of noisy construction
outside of the allowed hours, starting as early as
6:15 a.m. and continuing later than 6:00 p.m. The
situation worsened when PEPCO failed to connect
electricity to the new building, and the contractors
brought in a generator, which caused objectionable noise
and fumes. That problem was resolved when PEPCO
finally provided power, but not until after a long and
difficult time for the neighbors. (The generator was also
another unexpected expense for WIS).
Landscaping has not worked out as the school had
planned. With the removal of the construction trailer and
completion of grading, the final plantings were started,
but these were not satisfactory, particularly at the corner
of 36th and R Streets. The school had earlier promised to
fill in all the street trees at the corner, though these
plantings will probably occur after the other landscaping.
WIS had planned to use tall, thick bushes at the corner to
screen the parking lot from the street. The bushes that
were planted, however, are neither tall nor thick, and
they will be replaced, probably with trees. (Nearby
neighbors have signed a petition urging that this be
done).  In addition, there has been some erosion of
previously planted landscaping, especially on the south
side of R St.
Meanwhile, WIS is getting ready to open the building on
Tuesday, May 19 moving the children now at the Olive
St campus for their final month of the school year. The
WIS-Neighborhood Liaison Committee has scheduled a
meeting on May 8 to resolve neighborhood complaints
about construction and landscaping, and to review plans
for school operation. (Unfortunately, this is after the

Newsletter deadline). We need to know how many
students will be moving and what the schedule will be,
and we need full details on operation of the summer
school. The specifics of the traffic mitigation plan will
need to be approved, as well as our plans for monitoring
the traffic impact.
The Liaison Committee is empowered by the
Development Agreement to limit WIS enrollment if
traffic impact is unreasonable. According to the
Agreement, the initial enrollment can be up to 375
students, but any future increase must be approved. WIS
wants to eventually enroll up to 475 students in Burleith.

Dates to Remember
May 1 (Fri) GU classes end
May 6 (Wed) University examinations begin
May 13 (Wed) BCA General meeting, 7:30
May 14 (Thurs) University examinations end
May 23-24 GU Commencement weekend
May 26 (Tues) PSA 205 Police Meeting,

St. Luke's Church (282-0053)
May 29 (Fri) Newsletter deadline
June 2 (Tues) ANC 2E meeting
June 6 (Sat) Glover Park Day
June 13 (Sat) BURLEITH PICNIC!

Burleith/Georgetown Tennis Ladder
Friendship Heights sports marketing firm CLC
Associates and its division, HomeCourt Pro, will be
forming an extensive Tennis Hit List and is looking for
players interested in joining a Burleith and Georgetown
Tennis Ladder.

HomeCourt Pro founder Dan Kelly, who is Tennis Pro at
The Somerset House condominiums, will be offering a
Free Match Referral Service. Anyone interested should
contact Dan Kelly at (301) 718-8153, or e-mail to
tennis800@aol.com, and leave your name, address,
phone (home and office), fax, and e-mail address.
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University Bulk Trash Collection
Georgetown University will again be operating an end-
of-year bulk trash collection for University students.
Bulk trash includes large items like beds, mattresses,
couches, chairs and boxes.

The following will not be collected: garbage, lawn
debris, or other loose trash (call the city for this);
construction material or items such as kitchen cabinets,
sinks, or toilets; and major appliances. If the city will not
collect these larger items, the person making the mess
should arrange with a private hauler.

Collection days for the spring will be May 8, 11, 13, 15,
18, 20, 22, 25, 27 and June 3.

The University pick-up program is intended to help
students be good neighbors, and is limited to collection
of Georgetown University student bulk trash at GU
student houses only.  However, anyone can call to report
bulk trash accumulation at student houses.  For more
information, or to arrange a pick-up, call 687-1646.

Tenant Survival Guide
At long last, the Harrison Institute for Public Law at the
Georgetown University Law Center has published a new
edition of its Tenant Survival Guide for Washington,
DC. This Fifth Edition of the Guide has updated
information that every tenant should know, with sections
on Leases, Security Deposits, Repairs, Evictions, Rent
Control, Retailiatory Action, among others. There is also
a list of Government and other Agency contacts.

This guide can really help tenants gain some control over
their housing situation. Tenants should insist on fair
treatment and on safe and well-maintained property.
Georgetown students especially should take advantage
of this work by their University.

Copies of the Guide may be obtained for $1 each from
the Harrison Institute for Public Law, 111 F Street, NW,
Suite 102, Washington, DC 20001, or call 662-9600.

Tree Boxes: Helpful Hints
PLANNING YOUR TREE BOX: Talk to neighbors
with the idea of achieving continuity within a block.

EDGING: Brick laid on end with 2 or 3 inches showing
above soil level; or simple wood or vinyl fencing or
metal hoops (don't use hoops on curb-side, they're a
tripping hazard).

LOW-MAINTENANCE, LOW GROWING PLANTS
FOR YEAR-ROUND INTEREST: Ground covers for
sun and shade: Pachysandra, Liriope, Juniper, Ajuga,
Cotoneaster, herbs or grass. Ground covers for shade:
Vinca, Ivy, Ajuga, Grass Lamium, and Pachysandra.

FLOWERING PLANTS: Sun: Gumpo and other low-
growing Azaleas, Salvia, Marigolds, Petunias, Phlox,
Chrysanthemums and Pansies. Shade: Impatiens, Hostas
ad Begonia.

A GOOD COMBINATION: A pleasing tree box can be
achieved with permanent foundation ground cover
overplanted with annuals for seasonal cover.

MATERIALS OTHER THAN PLANTS: Various
mulches, including shredded hardwood and large river
stones.

WHEN TO PLANT: Spring, before June, is the best
time. Limit added soil and/or mulch to an overall depth
of 2 inches so as not to suffocate young tree roots.

CARE OF YOUNG TREES AND PLANTING
BOXES: Water young trees at last once a week during
the first three years, more often during dry or hot spells.

The Burleith Garden Club announces that this year they
plan to present awards for the loveliest tree boxes.
     

CITIZENS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
B U R L E I T H

Published monthly, September – June, by the Burleith Citizens Association

President: Bonnie Hardy
1st Vice President: Guy Gwynne
2nd Vice President: Charles Mallett
3rd Vice President: Marilyn Reis
Treasurer: Patricia Scolaro
Recording Secretary: Gwen Verhoff
Corresponding Secretary: Ann Gallagher

Federation Delegates: Larry Adams
Stephen Brown

Guy Gwynne
Janice Hopper

Margaret Meenahan
Irene Schaffner

Ed Solomon

Editor:
  Peter Pulsifer 337-3065
  email: pulsifer@crl.com
Delivery:
  Marjorie Wolfe 965-1699

All BCA members have the right to be published in the Newsletter, subject solely to 
space restrictions.  Submissions by both members and non-members are encouraged, 
and all will be published if possible.  Send submissions to the Editor at 3803 T St, NW.

The BCA can make no guarantee as to the accuracy of the material published herein, 
and unless explicitly stated, such material  represents the opinion of the authors only 
and not that of the Burleith Citizens Association. 


