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Burleith Community Picnic
Save the date - Saturday, June 12th
See page 8 for more information

Georgetown University’s Ten-Year Plan  
is wrong for Burleith

Special Community Meeting
for Burleith residents on the Georgetown Campus plan 
April 21, 2010 at Washington International School at 7pm.  
WIS is located at 1690 36th Street NW (between Reservoir Road and R Street)

Burleith Spring CleanuP
Saturday, April 17, 2010 starting at noon.  
See page 5 for more information

Georgetown University will soon file 
its 2010 Campus Plan with the DC Zoning 
Commission. The plan covers the next ten 
years’ growth for both the University and 
Hospital in areas such as construction, 
parking, traffic patterns, and staff and student 
numbers. In passing on that plan, the Zoning 
Commission must consider how Burleithians 
will be impacted by the proposals the 
University is now seeking to impose. Only 
once every ten years do Burleithians have 
an opportunity to voice our position to the 
University’s plan, and now is that time.

The DC zoning regulations state that in 
allowing colleges to operate in residential 
neighborhoods as special exceptions 
“the university shall be located so that it 
is not likely to become objectionable to 
neighboring property because of noise, 
traffic, number of students, or other 
objectionable conditions.” Implicit within 
this law is the notion that no university 
has the unilateral authority to increase its 
enrollment to such a degree that neighboring 
communities are adversely impacted by 
disproportionately high student increases, 
noise, traffic or other objectionable 
conditions. This regulation is not intended 
to disparage students, but rather to 
acknowledge that a community is necessarily 

comprised of many diverse groups, all of 
which are deserving of protection. Be it 
young or old, families or single persons, 
students or non-students, or owners or 
renters, no single group, organization or 
university should be permitted to adversely 
impact the other groups’ quiet enjoyment of 
their property.

Burleith recognizes the constructive 
role responsible students have played 
in our community. We are grateful for 
these students and the contributions they 
have made to all of us. But we must also 
recognize the University’s ongoing failure 
to provide adequate on-campus housing 
options or incentives for its many students, 
as well as adequate instruction and support 
to its students living off campus about 
property maintenance and noise control. 
As a community, we cannot ignore the 
well-documented incidents of irresponsible 
behavior by some University students who 
have lived or currently live in Burleith. 
The University’s 2010 plan displays no 
understanding or acceptance of these 
realities. Indeed, the University’s plan 
promises to exponentially increase these 
same problems. As a community, we need to 
stand and protect our “Village in the City”.

continued on pages 2 and 3
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The BCA board requested a group of residents to form a 
committee and work together on Burleith’s response to 
GU’s campus plan.  They have worked incredibly hard 
and are devoted to our community’s well-being.  The 
article on pages 1 through 3 is written by this group.  
It was presented to the BCA board for review and 
acceptance.  We take these words and our community 

very seriously, and with your support we hope to keep 
Burleith a wonderful place to live for years to come.

See you around the neighborhood.
Lenore Rubino
202.262.1261
lenorerubino@gmail.com

President’s Message

EditoriAl

Board of Directors
President	 	 Lenore	Rubino	 	 262-1261	
Vice	President	 		 Walter	Hillabrant	 	 338-6519
Treasurer	 	 Candith	Pallandre	 	 390-9737
Recording	Secretary	 	 May	Vaughan		 	 333-1280
Corresponding	Secretary	 	 Jennifer	Jarratt	 	 270-0903

Members at Large
Newsletter	 	 Pat	Davies	 	 	 337-0991
Legal/Neighborhood	cleanup		 	 Mark	Gisler	 	 	 342-1922
ANC	liaison	&	past	president	 	 Ed	Solomon		 	 	 337-2030
Internet		 	 Gerri	Solomon
Events		 	 Kay	Twomey	 	 	 337-5105
Infrastructure	 	 Matthew	Yabroudy

Membership
Membership	 		 Jennifer	Jarratt	 	 270-0903
Membership	Database	 	 Linda	Brooks			 	 333-2826	
Volunteer	Coordinator	 		 Marjorie	Wolfe		 	 965-1699

Newsletter
Editor		 	 Pat	Davies	 	 	 337-0991
Editor		 	 Lenore	Rubino		 	 262-1261
Editorial	advisor		 	 Michael	Farquhar		 	 338-2921
Advertising	 	 Karen	Landes		 	 333-4673
Circulation	 		 Marjorie	Wolfe		 	 965-1699
Design/layout	 	 Heather	Woods	 		 heather_woods
	 	 	 	 	 @comcast.net
Web site
Co-Web	master	 Jen	Perry	 	 338-1201	
Co-Web	master	 Ross	Schipper	 333-2826

Burleith Citizens AssoCiAtion

Write	to	board	members	and	the	BCA	at:	PO	Box	32262,	Calvert	Street	Station,	2336	Wisconsin	Ave.	NW,	Washington	DC	20007	|	E-mail	BCA@Burleith.org

 • The University wants to add more than 3,000 graduate and 
professional students. If approved, this proposal would certainly 
impact Burleith.  In 2000, 1,072 graduate and professional students 
out of a total University enrollment of 3,560 (almost 1 in 3) lived 
in the zip code 20007. This high concentration of graduate and 
professional students was understandable given that the University 
provided no graduate campus housing. The University students 
were effectively channeled to find alternative housing in nearby 
neighborhoods. Burleith has approximately 550 houses, over 
200 of which are already rental properties and most of the rental 
properties are occupied by students. There is no good reason why 
the University should not look to its own extensive campus to 
provide safe, affordable housing for its graduate and undergraduate 
students. Its current plan seeks to shift housing responsibilities to 
our neighborhood which is already straining to manage its current 
‘town-gown’ disagreements. The University wants to double its 
graduate and professional student enrollment without making any 
accommodation to Burleith and Georgetown, the communities that 
will be most affected by same.   

 • The University has no plans to make more on-campus 
undergraduate housing even though the University’s own planners 
located sites on campus where 800 new beds could be constructed.    
In the year 2000, over 500 undergraduates lived in Burleith. At 
that time, the community suffered from noise pollution (e.g., loud 

parties) at all hours of the day and night, problems associated 
with substance abuse (e.g., public urination, random discarding 
of alcohol beverage containers), fights, vandalism, overcrowding, 
and unkempt properties. These problems still exist because (A) 
the number of undergraduates has remained largely constant, and 
(B) the University’s programs for controlling off-campus student 
behavior has proven ineffective. This failure has occurred despite 
the Burleith Citizens Association’s active efforts to work with 
Georgetown University and its students to improve the problem.

 • Construction of a new and expanded hospital on the current 
site. The University wants MedStar to rebuild and enlarge the 
current hospital at its current site. This is a mistake.  If approved, 
the expanded facility at the current site would only exacerbate 
serious traffic congestion near Reservoir Road and 38th Street 
with increased threats to the safety of pedestrians and drivers. 
Fortunately, MedStar wants to build a new hospital on a site 
CLOSER to the interior of the campus WITH ACCESS FROM CANAL 
ROAD. The BCA supports MedStar’s plan to build the facility on a 
site that will have far less of an adverse impact on Burleith.

 • An additional point in the plan that concerns us is the University’s 
proposal to add to the height of its power plant smokestack to 83 
feet. The health, safety, environmental, and other effects of this 
proposed increase should be carefully studied prior to its approval. 

The University’s Plan has several proposals we find alarming:
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To our Burleith Neighbors:
THE BCA NEEDS YOUR ATTENTION 
AND FINANCIAL HELP
The University’s plan will be shaped and supported by expert architects, 
consultants, and lawyers—all paid by the University. Burleith has no budget 
to pay for our own experts to articulate our position. So, we are asking for 
your help in four (4) ways: 

1.	 If you have, or know of others who have, expertise that can help our 
community (e.g., urban planning, zoning or real estate), please contact us 
at bca@burleith.org or call 202.262.1261 for more information. 

2.	 If you have information that you believe could be helpful to us in making 
our case, please share same at the email address provided below. If we 
think it could help, we will contact you. 

3.	 Contribute to the Burleith Community fund to pay for experts to the 
extent we cannot find them among ourselves to help us counter the 
experts the University will certainly have on their side. Checks may be 
sent via the form below .

4.	 Attend the BCA community meeting on April 21, 2010 at Washington 
International School at 7:00 pm for more information.

*Make check payable to “The Burleith Community Fund”

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________

Telephone:__________________ Email:_________________________________

Select a donation amount:

$1,000_____  $500_________$200_______ $100_______$50______Other_______

Mail to: The Burleith Citizens Association
 PO Box 32262, Calvert Station
 2336 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., 
 Washington, DC 20007-9996

*The BCF is in the process of becoming a 501c3 organization which may enable the donations to be 

tax –deductible. All donors will be notified before the end of the year of the BCF’s tax status. Please 

consult with your tax advisor for proper treatment of the donation. 
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our community
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rEport SuSpiciouS Activity
Emergency & Non-emergency call 911 
Get a good look at the details: 
height, clothing, car make/color, etc.

BE informEd. BE prEpArEd. 
In an emergency, this site will provide  
real-time instructions to District 
residents and visitors.  
Join the Alert DC System  
http://eic.rrc.dc.gov/eic/site/default.asp 
For Crime Alerts 
https://textalert.ema.dc.gov/

nEighBorhood noiSE?
First, call 911 (Metro Police) 
Second, if a weekend disturbance is 
created by Georgetown University 
students, call the hotline: 687-8413  
(Students Neighborhood Assistance) 
Third, send e-mails to: 
The Burleith Citizens Association: 
burleith911@gmail.com and 
Anne Koester: ayk2@georgetown.edu

rEquESt city SErvicES
Have you seen a street light out, 
broken sidewalk, or other problem 
in Burleith? Report it by calling 311, or 
using the DC City Services web site: 
http://dc.gov/registration/login.asp 
Login using the Burleith User 
Account. By using one user ID and 
password, we can track all problems 
from our neighborhood. 
 UserID: burleith1 
 Password: burleith1

To report clogged or flooded storm 
drains, visit the DCWASA site: 
http://www.dcwasa.com/report_problem

rEport illEgAl dumping  
on pArk propErty
Call the U.S. Park Police at: 
619-7300 any time of day. 
If possible, write down car’s license  
plate number.

rodEnt control
For complaints about rodents,  
call the Department of Health 727-1000

rEgiStEr to votE
Registration forms are available at  
libraries, police stations and fire houses. 
Forms must be postmarked at least  
30 days before an election for you to vote 
in that election. 

For more information call: 727-2525

frEE EmErgEncy mEdicAl hElp 
The Georgetown Emergency Response 
Medical Service (GERMS) provides 
24 hour-7 days-a-week free quality 
emergency medical services and 
transportation to the residents of Burleith. 
For help, call 687-HELP (687-4357).
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Monday Tuesdaysunday Wednesday

ACtivities
APril 2010

25
18

26 27 28
19 20 21

11 12 13
65 7

14

ACtivities
ionA Senior center
4125 Albemarle St., NW,  
895-9448 | www.iona.org

For information about adult day care, care 
management and counseling, classes, meals, 
support groups, volunteering, or to request a copy 
of the newsletter and activities schedule (also 
downloadable), call (202)895-9448. 
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INTERNATIONAL
food court

crêpes 

BAKE
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sale

Washington International School
Tregaron Campus
3100 Macomb Street NW

EVERYONE WELCOME!
April 18, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM

shopping

morE cAlEndAr dAtES
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our community

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Real estate group

Washington Harbour-Georgetown
3000 K Street NW, Suite 101, Washington, DC, 20007

Le no r eRub i n o . c om
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our community
The Burleith Bell | June 2007
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Burleith’s Housing Market
MONTH ADDRESS  LIST  PRICE/STATUS
May 06 R St. $3.45M active 
Sept 06 S St. $799,000 $760,000
Mar 07 39th St. $825,000 $825,000
 R St. $949,900 active
April 07 T St. $699,000 contract
 T St. $639,000 $640,000
 S St. $695,000 contract
 T St. $699,000 contract
 T St. $699,000 contract
 35th Pl   $649,000    active
 37th St   $845,000    active
 S St. $895,000 contract
May 07 S St. $835,000 contract
 T St. $799,000 contract
Source: Metropolitan Regional Information System
Information is believed to be accurate, but should not be relied upon
without verification. Accuracy of information is not guaranteed.

Lenore Rubino 
Realtor, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

THE BEST PART OF  
MY DAY 
By Brett Walker

The best part of my day is 
the morning walk with the 
dogs.  We make friends, sniff 
everything in sight, and at the 

end of it all, the little fellows rush home 
for breakfast while I follow along holding 
a little blue bag of warm poop.   

There’s nothing quite like a poop bag.  
Here we are, perfectly civilized, cultured, 
and indeed, even superior human beings 
(we live in Burleith after all), and we’re 
shoving our hands into thin plastic bags 
to pick up warm morsels of excrement, 
first thing in the morning.   Frankly 
speaking, holding a bag of fresh “goods,” 
I feel lucky.  It certainly beats those days 
when I’m four blocks from home and 
realize I forgot to bring anything with 
me.   I scan the gutters, looking for an 
empty Starbucks cup, or maybe a fellow 
dog walker to help me out.  If it’s a good 
day, I’ll be in front of one of those homes 
inhabited by students who subscribed 
to the Wall Street Journal last fall but 
haven’t picked it up since then.   I figure 
they won’t mind if I steal the November 
23 edition from their front lawn—in 
order to “take care of business.” 

And you can’t talk about poop bags 
without mentioning poop bag politics.  
The issue of disposal is a particularly hot 
button.   Especially for those folks at the 
ends of the alleys or bordering the parks, 
with trash cans conveniently placed for 
alien dog walkers.  I feel for these people.   
They don’t even have dogs, but on a hot 
summer day, their cans are steamy and 
pungent cauldrons, through no fault of 
their own.  

But to me, nothing is more of a hot 
button—or more confusing, frankly—
than the mysterious bags of poop I 
occasionally see on the ground.    

Yes, from all appearances, it’s as if people 
are making the effort to scoop the poop 
and tie off the bag, but then can’t be 
bothered to drop it in a can.  As if that’s 
the hard part.  I wonder if somebody 
is making it a special project to trash 
our streets.  That’s right—I’ve seen 
these “goodie” bags in the parks, on the 
sidewalks, on the bumper of a parked 
car, and last night my wife and I found 
one—big and orange, and filled—neatly 
resting on a neighbor’s front lawn.  Are 
you kidding me? So as a dog walker and 
a resident of Burleith, I feel it is my duty 
to publicly repeat something my mom 
used to tell me. “If you want to be a jerk, 
do it somewhere else.”  And leave your 
dog out of it. 

ROCKLANDS
Barbeque and Grilling Company

Eat Your Barbeque!
www.rocklands.com

As tasted at the

BURLEITH PICNIC

Real Excellence 
in Real Estate

—and your neighbor!

Lenore 
Rubino
Real estate services
202-262-1261
Your Burleith expert
LenoreRubino.com

CoLdweLL BankeR ResidentiaL BRokeRage
2828 Pennsylvania ave. nw, washington d.C. 202-333-6100

Real Excellence 
in Real Estate

—and your neighbor!

Every Monday
Buy a Beer and get a  

Chopped Pork Sandwich Jr. FREE!!
~	In	Store	Pig	Pull	April	29th	~	

www.rocklands.com	
(202)	333-2558

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Burleith’S houSing Market
month Address list price/Status
May 09 37th St $849K active
Sept 09 37th St $945K $925,650
 R St $2.495M  active
Oct 09  39th St $899K withdrawn
Jan 10  37th St $939K contract
Feb 10 S St $998.5K active
 S St $814,900  active

Source: Metropolitan Regional Information System Information  
is believed to be accurate, but should not be relied upon  
without verification. Accuracy of information is not guaranteed.
Lenore Rubino
Realtor, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
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Georgetown University Hospital 
A Tradition of Caring

Caring for the whole person in the Jesuit tradition of cura personalis is what 
Georgetown University Hospital was founded upon. This mission continues today with 
internationally recognized physicians, Magnet® nurses and compassionate staff who 
provide exceptional care to people in the community and around the world.

We offer a full range of innovative procedures like CyberKnife® – an advanced 
treatment for inoperable tumors and lesions located anywhere in the body – and deep 
brain stimulation (DBS) for the treatment of Parkinson’s disease and other movement 
disorders. Also, we have centers of excellence that include Georgetown Pediatrics, 
gastroenterology, neuroscience, transplant and vascular diseases.  

To learn more or to schedule an 
appointment, call 202-342-2400 or visit 

www.georgetownuniversityhospital.org.
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childrens events

fall/spring cleanups

other interests/comments/suggestions

the newsletter

winter gala

summer picnic

flea market

I would like to help with ...

Please make check payable to: 
Burleith Citizens Association

send check and this form to:
Burleith Citizens Association
P.O. Box 32262, Calvert Station
2236 Wisconsin Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20007-9996

Join mE up

mEmBErShip


