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President's Message
The main issues and projects for this month are, of
course, the House Tour, the results of the meetings on
parking and traffic, the upcoming Burleith elections, and
the how DC census will affect Burleith with any
realignment of wards or ANCs. The consensus of the
residents who attended the last regular meeting was that
Burleith should remain in Ward 2! As I write this
message, the final census figures have not been made
available; however, by press time they should be
published, and some of the details will appear in this
newsletter. Realignment of the wards is likely and
reorganization of our ANC is a possibility. Redistricting
will a long process extending though the summer months.

The 2001 House Tour, which started as a far-out idea, is
now truly on its way. To date, five houses are confirmed.
A sixth is under consideration and we may have a "hard
hat" house–one that is being renovated. The Corcoran
School of Art is participating with an open house,
including demonstrations in at least two of the
workshops.

Dialogue continues with the DPW on our traffic and
parking issues. Some new signs are in place, for example,
"No Outlet" signs on T at 38th and 39t h Streets.
Unfortunately, several of the newly replaced residential
parking signs have already been removed by vandals.

Don’t forget that elections for the Board of the Burleith
Citizens Association will be held at the May meeting.
The Nominating Committee has put together a strong
slate of candidates, which will be announced in full at the
April meeting.

Now, let’s take a look at our neighborhood. A quick walk
though the streets and alleys tells us that although spring
is on its way, winter has left behind a bit of a mess. Piles
of leaves, scattered small tree limbs, and assorted trash
are evident. A neighborhood clean-up is in order!
Individually and collectively, residents are urged to clean
up front yards, sidewalks and the tree boxes. Don’t forget
that the alley in back of your house is public space and
needs similar treatment.

House owners! renters! students! Let’s get started on a
clean-up now for our own personal satisfaction and to
insure that we look great for the House Tour on April 22

Burleith Clean-Up for Earth Day
Weekend
by Bonnie Hardy

As all of you know, our House Tour is
being held on Sunday, April 22. We
have chosen the Saturday before to be
our Clean Up Burleith Day. What we
ask is attention to each block in Burleith.
Look down your sidewalks; you know what needs
work–maybe an overgrown tree space or litter picked up
or a front yard that needs a good clean-up and pruning.
We ask that you spend just an hour or two of your time in
helping Burleith put on its best face for the day.

Tools and bags supplied by the Department of Public
Works will be available at 8:30am at the main gate of  the
stadium at 38th and R Street, where, with the help of
Georgetown University students, we will be gathered to
tackle the outside of the stadium that needs much litter
and leaf clean-up. If you enjoy the use of the stadium
please come over and help us or if your street is looking
good, come on down and help out for an hour or two.

If everyone in the community gives an hour or two on
this Saturday morning, we will have a neighborhood that
we all can be proud of.

Remember! Saturday, April 21 is CLEAN-UP
BURLEITH DAY.

Come tour Burleith on April 22!
The Burleith Citizens Association is delighted to invite
you to join the 2001 spring house and garden tour of our
neighborhood on Sunday, April 22. The houses on the
tour demonstrate imagination, creativity and charm, and
offer a combination of renovations and decorating ideas
that highlight how much can be done to our homes to
make them even more charming and special.

Come rain or come shine, from 2–5 p.m. you can visit
almost half a dozen homes for a wide range of ideas:
from using a house as a canvas for color to a gutting of
the inner structure to create a contemporary layout.

A special treat is the Corcoran School of Art, which, in
addition to being a star attraction on the tour, will also
serve as the ticket purchasing area and a refreshment
center.

On this day, you are also invited to browse through
Burleith gardens–just look for the balloons on the gate.
Miniature May baskets will be for sale on the tour day. (If
you would like to have your garden listed on the
program, there is still time–call Bonnie at 338-6470.)

Order your tickets in advance using the enclosed flyer or
purchase them at the Corcoran on the day of the tour.
This tour will be well worth your while!
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Board Bulletins
Nine members of the Board were present at the March 28
meeting. In the absence of the President, First Vice
President Ed Solomon conducted the meeting.

Treasurer's report. Balance is $5399.94, including the
winter picnic but not the nwsletter.

Membership. There are now 165 households–momentum
is slowing. Donations are running behind those of last
year but a greater percentage of the community has
joined. Dues for the new year start at the June picnic–this
may not always be understood and some take it as
payment for the year past.

On the subject of fundraising, Janice Hopper suggested
approaching organizations like the Kiwanis Club and
requesting a donation for a specific activity, such as a
contribution for entertaining the children at the Burleith
picnic. There should be further discussion of this, perhaps
by a picnic committee (at present only Tom Bryant is a
member).

Georgetown 250 Anniversary. Ed Solomon described
parade plans of his Georgetown business district. It was
agreed there should be Burleith participation, perhaps
modeled on MacArthur Boulevard parades (4th of July).

House Tour. Holly Dempsey reported five or six houses
available plus the Corcoran School. A preparatory
neighborhood clean-up will be conducted on April 21,
starting at 8:30am, at 38th and R Streets by Ellington
Field. Charles Mallett has retrieved about 30 Burleith
history booklets, which may be sold at about $5 each.

Traffic and Parking. Charles Mallett produced a
summary of proposals submitted by Ken Laden of the
DPW on March 14 at the BCA general meeting and
reviewed by committee consisting of Charles, Jim
Dempsey, Ed Solomon, and Peter Pulsifer on March 21.
The key consideration was safety.

As to the next step, it was proposed to submit it to the
community in the form of a questionnaire, with the BCA
P.0. address for responses. Charles Mallett commended
the degree of interest shown in our concerns by the high-
ranking DPW officers who attended the BCA meetings.

Charles Mallett was especially commended for his
considerable work in handling the meetings and
discussions of traffic and parking issues.

An objection was made to the delegation of school traffic
and parking issues to Liaison Committees, preventing a
full airing of these problems. Five schools, including the
University, and the hospital impact Burleith streets during
the day. Maggie Meenahan proposed identifying those
streets which should have flashing school signs. Janice
Hopper noted that hospital employees preempt spots
intended for Ellington. A general conclusion was, again,
the need for enforcement, and perhaps bringing it up as
an issue with DPW’s Gwen Mitchell.

It was also moved that we consider developing a
mechanism for discussing traffic and parking with
neighborhood schools, in a "school summit."

Trash and Rats. Bonnie Hardy has composed a draft
letter for use in notifying Burleith households who are
creating a problem.

Trees. A lecturer at the National Building Museum
pointed out there has been a reduction of some 60% in
District trees. Discussion centered on Burleith and the
channels already in place for dealing with this.

Redistricting. Burleith had been scheduled to testify on
April 5, but in view of the present lack of information, it
was suggested that we postpone any presentation until
April 23. Our interests lie more in remaining involved in
developments at Georgetown University than in linking,
for example, with Glover Park.

Georgetown Garden Tour
This year the tour of approximately ten gardens will be
held Saturday, May 5 from ten to five and again Burleith
has been asked to host one of these chosen gardens on the
day of the event. Ours is the glorious garden of
Ambassador and Mrs. Blinken at 3121 O Street which we
need to oversee with approximately 2-1/2 hour shifts.
This garden was on last year's tour and is back by popular
demand. Knowledge of plant material is not necessary
and your volunteering entitiles you to a ticket for the rest
of the tour. If interested please contact Bonnie Hardy at
338-6470.
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March BCA meeting studies parking
Following February's successful traffic meeting, the BCA
focused on parking issues at the March 14 meeting. There
were two follow-up items from February:

Traffic enforcement has been stepped up. Some 55 tickets
were issued on 37th Street and 69 were issued at 35th and
T Streets for running stop signs and overweight trucks.

The status of the 39th St one-way segment between
Hillandale and S St was left unresolved. DPW
determined that, for unknown reasons, the proper
procedure was never followed to designate that road one-
way. They will follow the ANC recommendation for how
to solve the problem. (ANC action will depend on
discussions between Burleith and Hillandale, which could
begin soon.)

Traffic and Parking Committee Chair Charles Mallet
conducted the parking meeting, and he began with the
announcement that issues with the schools (Corcoran,
Duke Ellington, and Washington International) will be
dealt with separately.

Guests included Ken Laden, Assistant Director of DPW
Traffic Planning; Gwen Mitchell, Parking Services
Administrator; Michael Miller, Parking Specialist for
Ward 2; and Jean McCall, Chief of Operations for
Parking Services.

Gwen Mitchell stressed her need for more enforcement
personnel. Parking enforcement presently has 69 officers
to cover the entire city, and in January they got
authorization for another 47. Of that force, six are
dedicated to Georgetown/Burleith as part of the pilot
project. (No other section of the city has dedicated
personnel). This is a small staff, and they cover both
residential and business areas. In next year's budget, they
are requesting 138 officers dedicated solely to residential
enforcement. Ms. Mitchell estimated that each officer
brings in about $300,000 in fines annually.

Complaints or suggestions on all city services, including
parking, can be directed to 727-1000, which will
automatically direct messages to the appropriate body
and lig each call with a tracking number.

Specific questions and problems discussed included:

GERMS ambulances parked overnight and illegally.
These should be parked in campus, because coimmercial
vehicles are banned from parking on residential streets.

Cars parked in alleys. Parking enforcement will check in
alleys, although out-of-state license enforceme nt will not
be done with cars parking in private yards.

In spite of new Ward 2 parking signs on the east side of
37th St between Reservoir Rd and R St, 4-5 cars are still
there, unticketed.

Although it is illegal to remain over 72 hours in a parking
spot, this is only really enforced for abandoned vehicles.

If a tag check determines that the owner lives nearby the
vehicle will not be ticketed.

How are parked cars tracked? By handheld recorders
taking tag numbers, which are checked again in two
hours.

Difficulties of obtaining non-resident parking permits.
Health care workers and baby sitters not a problem.
Visitor permits for workmen are not legal; commercial
permits must be obtained from C Street and are not
always easy. Even residents with new cars and temporary
tags are not entitled to visitor permits. Commander
Newsham conceded that there is no satisfactory
regulation for non-resident parking and suggested that the
matter of temporary tags be taken up with a supervisor at
the Ward 2 station, who can use some discretion.
Otherwise, the situation calls for legislation.

Problems with out-of-state cars. The registration laws are
being strictly enforced in Glover Park, and we have had
some limited success with similar enforcement here.

P Street Bridge closing this summer
Remember when the Q St bridge closed in October 1999?
Closing one of the major bridges between Georgetown
and downtown caused traffic disruptions, bus delays, and
assorted chaos that extended to Burleith and beyond. The
Q St bridge re-opened last July, and now the city is
looking ahead to similar work on the P St bridge. This
time, hopefully, officials have learned from the earlier
experience.

Work should begin sometime in middle or late summer.
The bridge will be only partially closed–an eastbound
lane will be kept open, and the access ramps to Rock
Creek Parkway will remain open. Westbound G2 buses
will run on Q St instead of P St., while the eastbound
buses will continue on the current route (the D2/D6
routes will be unaffected). The contract will include
incentives for fast work that DPW estimates will help
keep the bridge closing time to about a year.

City officials have kept in touch with the Georgetown
and Dupont Circle ANCs, and City Councilman Jack
Evans is taking great care to ensure that there is
communication with the communities. Look for a town
meeting on this project in a few months.
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DPW Traffic Proposals Endorsed
As a result of the February BCA meeting on traffic, DPW
senior traffic planner Ken Laden submitted a number of
regulation changes that might remedy some of the
problems identified in the meeting. A committee of the
BCA Board has evaluated these suggestions and made the
following recommendations, which will be discussed at
the April 11 BCA meeting.

Improve signalization on Reservoir Rd and
Whitehaven Parkway. DPW will redo Reservoir Rd.
signal timings as part of the MedStar/GU initiative; the
BCA should be involved in this process. We recommend
making it easier to turn from 37th St onto Reservoir and
harder (longer red) to turn from 38th St.

Install No Left Turn at rush hours from eastbound
Reservoir Rd onto 36th and 38th Streets. Install Do Not
Enter at rush hours on 39th St northbound at S St.

Install a Stop Sign on 38th St at R St, or install speed
bumps on 38th St nearby.

Try speed bumps on S St and T St between 37th and 38th

Streets.

Install No Right Turn–Local Traffic Only during rush
hours from southbound 37th St onto R, S and T Streets.

Consider making R St one way eastbound between 35th

St and 37th St.

Suggestions that were rejected by the committee included
further restrictions of rush-hour parking, reversible lanes,
widening Reservoir Rd, adding more parking on the
University campus, rumble strips (too noisy), and
narrowing residential streets.

Community feedback is always welcome–just come to
the April 11 meeting, or call Charles Mallett at 337-6506.

 

Hardy School to renovate, expand;
Fillmore's future in doubt
Last year, the DC Public School system conducted an
"Area Planning Process" to decide priorities for a major
capital improvements program. The stated goal was to
"totally rebuild the District's school facilities and develop
a new generation of schools." The program projects are to
be in addition to the annual maintenance in every budget.

The latest development from that process is a decision
just endorsed by the School Board to completely renovate
Hardy Middle School and, following the renovation, to
nearly double its enrollment to about 600 students. It's not
clear where the new students would come from; some
60–70% of the current student population comes from out
of the area, and local elementary school enrollments have
recently risen somewhat but not dramatically.

Of immediate concern is the likelihood that Fillmore Arts
Center would be forced out by the changes. Fillmore is a
highly-regarded arts program that presently is a shared
resource for four elementary schools and Hardy; it has
been operating in the Hardy building since the Fillmore
School building was sold to the Corcoran School in 1998.

One concern for the neighborhood are the lack of
provision for any additional parking in connection with
the expansion. Another is in how the renovation will
affect the appearance and operation of the building.

Although there were two public meetings at the
beginning of the process last year, there has been little
public notice of the specific plans for Hardy. Citizens
who want more information about renovation designs can
attend meetings that will be held every other Tuesday
from 6–7:30 p.m., starting on April 10 and April 24, in
the Hardy library. More details will appear in the
Newsletter and on www.burleith.org as they appear.
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University campus plan conditions
get better
On 29 March 2001, the BZA finally issued its approval of
GU’s campus plan through the end of 2010, and listed the
conditions of approval. The full text is on the web at
http://www.burleith.org/BZA2000GU.html, and the
conditions approved at the December 5 public meeting
were printed in detail in the February Newsletter. As it
happens, the actual conditions were slightly different
from the earlier draft. Amazingly, the approved plan is
better for the community! This result must be counted as
a great   success   for the community groups (including the
BCA) that worked hard to communicate our concerns.

The biggest change is in the undergraduate enrollment
cap: the current level of 5,637 "traditional full-time
undergraduates" is left unchanged for the ten-year term of
the plan. This means that the neighborhoods will get
some lasting relief after the Southwest Quadrangle opens
in 2003. It also means that students will get some real and
lasting benefit from the additional facilities constructed
under the plan, without being subject to additional
crowding and larger class sizes.

The other changes lie mainly in reporting requirements.
The new 24-hour staffed hotline is required to keep
records of each complaint and which appropriate
authority was notified. For off-campus violations of
sanitation or housing regulations, the University must
report to landlords as well as the government and then
must monitor enforcement. And numbers, type and
outcome of any complaints must be reported quarterly to
the Zoning Administrator, Office of Planning, ANC 2E
and ALL.

In addition, the University was required to cooperate with
MedStar and the community in the Reservoir Road traffic
mitigation effort; but they had already committed to this.

The University still has the right to challenge any of these
conditions (as do the community parties), so the story
might not yet be over. But things are looking up.

Election Reform Town Meeting
Do you want to eliminate long lines at elections, better
train poll workers, and modernize voting machinery?
Maybe the Federal Government can help! Congressional
Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton will hold a town
meeting to hear constituent concerns about election
problems. Special guests will include Alice Miller,
Executive Director of the DC Board of Elections and
Ethics, and Penelope Bonsall, Director of the Election
Administration Office of the Federal Elections
Commission.

The meeting is on Tuesday, April 10, 6:30–8:30 p.m., in
2154 Rayburn House Office Building, located on South
Capitol St between Independence Ave and C St, SW.

Next BCA Meeting
Wednesday, April 11, 7:00 p.m.

Washington International School
Planning for the future

✫ Wrap up recommendations from
previous meetings

✫ Announcement of Board nominees
✫ Discussion of issues with local

institutions: Corcoran, WIS, Ellington
Meet your neighbors, share your opinions!

All are Welcome !

Census and redistricting report
The census figures are out–delivered to government
officials and reported in the Current newspapers–and
they are surprising. As expected, Ward 3 grew and will
have to shrink, by at least 4484 people. But Ward 2 grew
even faster, and will have to shed at least 7768 people!
This is four ANC districts of about 2000 people each, or a
population four-fifths the size of historic Georgetown.

Just because both Wards 2 and 3 have to shrink doesn't
mean that we won't be affected. Most of the Ward 3
boundary is along Rock Creek, a difficult natural
boundary to cross, and the easiest way for Ward 3 to
shrink would be to extend Ward 2 north, say, into Glover
Park. The natural trade-off for Ward 2 would be to give
up significant territory in Southwest to under-populated
Ward 6. But on the other hand, what seems easy to a
cartographer is often impossible for a politician. The
negotiations are just beginning.

The Council's Redistricting subcommittee, chaired by
Phil Mendelson, will be holding public hearings on April
5, 7 and 23 (call 724-8064 to testify). A first vote on the
act to redraw Ward boundaries is expected on June 5, and
the Mayor should sign the bill by July 1. The ANC
redistricting process will start on June 6, when Ward
Councilmembers will establish task forces.
Recommendations will be due on Oct. 1, and the first
vote on revised ANC boundaries is expected on Jan. 8.

The census data for the District–and for the entire
country–is available at http://www.census.gov. Here are
the gross figures for DC.

In 2000:
•  Total population 572,059, with 457,067 aged 18+
•  White 30.8%/black 60.0%/hispanic 7.9%
In 1990
•  Total population 606,900
•  White 29.6%/black 65.8%/hispanic 5.4%
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Visitor parking permit restrictions
A Metropolitan Police circular recently summed up the
procedures for getting a parking permit for visitors in a
residential permit area like ours. Although the RPP
program is essential to our quality of life, the visitor
permit system is widely acknowledged to be seriously
flawed. Suggestions for improvement are welcomed!

District of Columbia residents may obtain visitor parking
permits free of charge by making application in person at
a police district station or substation in the Ward in which
they reside. Applicants must provide DC residency, either
a valid drivers license, a vehicle registration card, a
current utility bill or rent receipt together with a credit
card or other generally acceptable form of identification,
or another legal document showing DC residency.

Application forms for visitor parking permits must show
the following:
•  The name and address of the applicant (resident);
•  The name and address of the visitor using the permit,

and;
•  The license plate number, including the issuing state,

of the visitor’s vehicle.
Visitor parking permits are issued only to eligible
residents and are for use only by their bona fide visitors.
A "visitor" is defined as any person who visits a D.C.
residence and is a guest of an eligible resident for longer
than a two-hour period between 7 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday, except holidays.

Visitor permits are valid for periods up to fifteen days to
visitors at an address on a residential permit parking
block. The permits are valid only in the Ward shown on
their face. If a visitor is staying with a resident for more
than 15 days, the resident must apply for a new visitor
parking permit Under no circumstances should more than
two consecutive visitor permits (in maximum 15-day
increments) be issued for the same vehicle. If a visitor’s
stay is longer than 30 days, he or she must apply for a
reciprocity sticker or a special parking permit at the
Department of Motor Vehicles. Furthermore, there is a
limit of two visitor parking permits per household at any
given time, unless special need is shown. There is no
such limit on permits that are valid for only one day.

Residents whose homes are being repaired or renovated
may apply for a visitor parking permit for the contractor.
However, the permit is only valid on the commercial
vehicle while the contractor is actually involved in the
performance of construction or repair. If more than 30
days are required for the construction, a special parking
permit must be obtained by the resident from the DMV at
301 C Street, NW.

Residents displaying D.C. tags who visit a resident
residing in a different Ward are eligible to obtain a visitor
parking permit for that Ward, even if the visitor’s vehicle
displays a residential parking sticker from another Ward.

Nurses providing long-term at-home care for residents for
more than 30 consecutive days must obtain a special
parking permit from the DMV. Otherwise, they are
eligible for a visitor parking permit in conformity with
the aforementioned requirements and restrictions.

Individuals such as students, congressional staff, military
personnel, or anyone else who resides in the District of
Columbia for more than 30 days must apply for a
reciprocity sticker or residential parking permit with the
DMV. They are not normally eligible for visitor parking
permits, unless they are visiting a bona fide D.C. resident.

There are no provisions for D.C. residents to obtain
visitor parking permits on their own vehicles such as
newly purchased vehicles, leased vehicles, company cars,
or dealer tags. They must apply for a temporary or
permanent residential parking permit at the DMV.

Robbery at 38th and S St
On March 1, at 9:10 pm, there was a robbery and assault
in the 3800 block of S St. The assailant was on foot and
unarmed, but police believe he was the driver in the
armed robbery one block north at the end of January. The
victim, a University student, was walking with her
mother when someone approached her from behind,
threw her to the ground and took her purse. The attacker
fled towards 39th St.

Although Burleith is a safe and beautiful neighborhood, it
is important to always be aware of your surroundings.
And should you spot suspicious activity, don't hesitate to
call police at 311, or 911 for emergencies.

HS Student Service Academy Night
Congressional Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton has the
priviledge to nominate students for admission at the
military academies for the Army, Navy, Air Force,
Merchant Marine and Coast Guard. High School Juniors
and Seniors can learn more about this opportunity to get a
high-quality college education with all expenses paid–and
serve your country as well–at the Service Academy Night
on Wednesday, April 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Mumford
Room of the Library of Congress Madison Building, 101
Independence Ave, SE. For more information, call 783-
5065.
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Dates to Remember
April 11 (Wed) BCA meeting, 7 p.m.
April 11–16 GU Easter Holiday
April 14 (Sat) G'town Library Easter Egg hunt
April 15 (Sun) Easter Sunday
April 21 (Sat) Burleith Clean-Up day
April 22 (Sun) Burleith House Tour, 2–5 p.m.
April 25 (Wed) Board meeting, 7 p.m.
May 5 (Sat) Georgetown Garden Tour

Summer Picnic getting organized
Don't forget Burleith's biggest social event, the Summer
Picnic. Circle the date: Saturday, June 9. And please
consider volunteering to help. Just call Peter Pulsifer at
337-3065.

Longtime Burleith resident
Mary Jane Little dies
Mary Jane Little, a longtime resident of the 3500 block of
R St, died on January 28 at the age of 74. Born in
Washington, Ms. Little attended Western High School
(now Ellington) and George Washington University. She
was a career federal government employee and retired
from the Office of Personnel Management. She cared for
her mother for many years and is kindly remembered by
her neighbors. Donations may be made in her memory to
the Hospice of Washington, 3720 Upton St.

Burleith Float in Georgetown Parade
The May 20 parade celebrating the 250th anniversary of
Georgetown is coming up soon. Burleith is committed to
sponsoring a float, and we are looking for creative
individuals to help design it. We are also looking for
celebration-minded individuals to come with us!

Everyone is invited–call Peter Pulsifer at 337-3065.

Eggstravaganza! at the Library
The Georgetown Public Library is continuing its tradition
of fun Easter egg hunts this year with a hunt plus story
time. Most suitable for ages
4 to 8. Bring your own
basket. Festivities begin at
11 am on Saturday, April 14
at the Library on R St just
east of Wisconsin Avenue.

Meanwhile, back in Burleith
some busy bunnies might be
planning something special at the Tot Lot for younger
kids. (These bunnies are far too busy to come up with a
plan before newsletter deadline!) Keep your eyes open
for special signs at the playground.

Lawn Furniture for Sale
Spring is coming–almost time to sit out on the lawn and
relax! The BCA has some beautiful, brand new metal
lawn chairs with cushions for sale; four chairs,
individually or together, for $25 each. (They are left over
from an earlier sale.) Call 337-3065.


