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BCA Meeting February10 at 6:30 p.m.
  Special Guest: Metropolitan Police Commander Cockett

Plus, Georgetown University new dorm presentation! 
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President's Message
As most of you know, Burleith is patrolled by police
assigned to the 2nd District and, more specifically, to our
geographic area which is PSA 205. We have invited
Commander Shannon Cockett, who is in charge of the
2nd District, to start our February meeting for us.
Hopefully she will bring Sargent Haselden with her, who
recently replaced Sargent Bickel. I understand from
reading the Post, and hearing from neighbors, that
Burleith has had our fair share of burglaries and robberies
since mid—December. We have asked Commander
Cockett to bring us up to date on the situation. Also, we
want to address illegal parking in the neighborhood and
illegal truck traffic on 37th Street.

When I received the monthly report for disorderly
conduct in our neighborhood, I was upset to see that
twelve police responses were made and “no report” was
recorded. These twelve responses were made from
December 5 through January 24th, which is a short time
considering the long Christmas break. In hearing from
neighbors, I know that in a few of these incidents, police
action should have been taken instead of a “no report”
issued. As I pointed out to Commander Cockett, when it
comes to disorderly and noise complaints from our
neighbors, we are going in the direction of “why bother
calling the police”, instead of ”if I call the police, action
will be taken.” Please, if you have any police concerns
that you want to bring up with Commander Cockett, plan
to come Wednesday night promptly at 6:30. If you cannot
be there, call me and we will try to address your concern.

I am very excited about our March indoor picnic planned
for Saturday, the 13th. This will be a special evening in
that we are encouraging all our long term residents to
come and reminisce about life in Burleith these past 75
years. This is a golden opportunity for new residents of
the community to come to get to know your neighbors
and enjoy this rich history of Burleith. We will do this
over a potluck supper in the comfort of the Georgetown
Visitation Lodge on 35th Street. Details about this special
evening will be in next month’s Newsletter.  Be seeing
you next Wednesday night...

Now at 3428 O Street, N.W.,

Call for Volunteers:
Burleith House & Garden Tour!
By Bonnie Hardy

A few of us were together last month thinking it would be
nice to pull off a Burleith house and garden tour as was
done about three years ago. It would seem appropriate
since the Garden Club is 50 years old and the Burleith
neighborhood is now 75. We need two ingredients to
make this work: two or three people to run it and about
six houses to make it work. These houses do not have to
be finished products. People love to see a house “in
progress” or a new kitchen or deck — whatever one
might want to show off. How about an original Burleith
house? If any of you are interested in pursuing this with
me, please call Bonnie Hardy at 338-6470. Thanks...

Georgetown Parking Rules Hit Home
City workers were busy last week putting up shiny new –
with new rules! – residential parking signs in Burleith.
These signs extended the time during which residential
stickers are required from 8:30 until 10 p.m.     They also
make residential stickers a requirement on Saturdays  .
New signs are the same design and color (green) as the
old signs, so look carefully to see how your street is
marked.

The signs are part of the new “pilot parking program” in
Georgetown, and are to be installed there.  The new law
covers “that part of Georgetown within the area of ANC
2E,” as well as part of Ward 5.  Since Burleith is not part
of historic Georgetown, it would seem that the new rules
don’t apply here.  Nevertheless, the signs are here (at an
estimated cost to D.C. of $35 each).

Burleith was invited to participate in the Georgetown
parking program several years ago, when all the
excitement began; at that time, we declined.  For more
information, or to express your opinion, come to the BCA
meeting on February 10.
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BCA Meeting Features New
Representatives
The January BCA meeting featured some “old faces in
new places,” our new Board of Education member Westy
Byrd, and at-large City Councilman Phil Mendelson.
Westy thanked Burleith for our strong support in the
recent election. The red signs throughout our
neighborhood were much appreciated. Her office is at
825 North Capitol Street, NE, on the same floor as that of
Arlene Ackerman.  Call Westy at home, at 342-3916.
There are 17 schools in Ward 2, including 3 schools in
Southwest, but all are within 15 minutes of Westy’s
home.  For her January 4 inauguration, she visited each
school and invited the Principal, PTA head, and a student
to attend the ceremony as the school’s representatives.
Westy hopes to get more community involvement in the
schools.  She plans to institute in March a Ward-wide
Newsletter, highlighting the many unrecognized good
things being done in schools.  Included in the newsletter
will be a "wish list" of things needed by each school. She
hopes to set up a tax-exempt nonprofit organization to
receive donations to help with school improvements.
The Hardy school playground project has become one of
Westy's top priorities: "sooner rather than later."  Of
Fillmore’s $1.5 million sale price, $300,000 was
earmarked to remove most of the Hardy parking lot and
construct playing fields (as reported in the November
Newsletter).  However, this money has been held up by
Control Board bureaucracy, and Westy has been working
to release it. Construction will start very soon after
money becomes available.
More changes are imminent. Ms. Ackerman plans to
implement "school-based management," which allocates
funds to each school according to enrollment.  Hardy and
Hyde schools will suffer under this system, and there will
be pressure to consolidate them in the underutilized
Hardy building.  The debate on new funding system is
being reported in the media right now.
Phil Mendelson was sworn in on January 2.  The Council
position is his only, full-time, job.  Even before swearing
in he became involved in several issues, notably the
debate over whether the previous Council should approve
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan (they did), and
also an attempt by DPW to eliminate the requirement to
give notice of changes in traffic and parking rules (it
failed).  Phil's position is that DC does too little to
promote community involvement, and should not
eliminate notice requirements. He strongly supports ANC
funding.
The Council has its regular meeting the first Tuesday of
every month.  To get  on the mailing list for the Council
calendar, call 724-8080.   Phil expects many oversight
hearings by Council in February, in  preparation for the
budget, which is expected March 15. Council has 50 days

to respond to the budget after the Mayor submits it, but
he expects they will vote the budget out  on April 5.
Phil serves on the Education, Human Services and Local
and Regional Affairs Committees, and is a delegate to the
Metropolitan Council of Governments. His office number
is 724-8064. He has four staff positions, one of which is
dedicated to constituent services.
The meeting also included reports from the D2 bus task
force and the Washington International School Liaison
Committee.  More details on both are found elsewhere in
this Newsletter.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00.

Street Signs
By Charles Mallett

The ongoing battle to have street signs covering parking
restrictions, etc. improved is moving ahead. Three
downed signs with posts that have been standing in front
of 3710/3712 S Street for several weeks have been
reported to DPW, along with several other faulty or
missing signs. In addition, the 1 1/4 ton truck limit signs
on 37th Street are due for replacement. Each of our
requests for attention has been duly reported and we
should see some corrective action soon according to
DPW.

Attention BCA Board Members!
The BCA Board will be meeting the   third    Wednesday of
the month. (the Wednesday after the General meeting).
There were too many Tuesday night conflicts. Hopefully,
this change will encourage more Board members to
attend meetings. See you at 6:30, Wednesday, February
17th at the Washington International School.
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Burleith Bans the Bus
But Metro has other ideas
Metro’s offer last October to place smaller buses on the
D2 route is still causing discussion.  Burleith and Glover
Park established task forces, which met both individually
and together in an effort to reach a common position.
The outcome was reported at the January BCA meeting
by Ed Solomon, the Burleith delegation’s head.

No agreement was reached.  The Burleith group decided
that, even with smaller buses, the bus should be removed
from central Burleith, instead routing it between Calvert
Street and 35th Street via Wisconsin Avenue.  The Glover
Park group wants to leave the routes unchanged, and use
a combination of large and small buses, since they think
small buses are too small to handle rush-hour crowds.

Reasons for the Burleith position included:
• Most (950) bus riders are from Glover Park, vs. 120
from Burleith
• Burleith suffers from increased traffic, caused by cut-
throughs of commuter traffic and the 4 schools within or
bordering the community.
• Burleith is well-served by other buses, notably the D4
and Wisconsin Avenue buses. The Metro standard is that
a bus stop should be 1/4 mile, or two city blocks, from
any passengers, and the proposal meets this standard.
The 35th Street portion of the route was retained because
some residents have difficulty walking to Wisconsin, and
schools require bus service there.

At the BCA meeting, objections to removing the bus
cited the need for preserving community bus access and
the role of mass transit in reducing traffic and car-related
problems like parking.  In the end, though, the meeting
voted overwhelmingly to ban the bus.

Meanwhile, Metro is almost ready to release a formal
proposal, based on input, including Burleith’s.
According to David Erion of Metro, the proposal will
involve no route changes.  Small buses will be used on
the existing D2 route for the whole day, supplemented at
rush hours by large buses.  The small buses will operate
only between Glover Park at the Dupont Metro station,
while the large buses will go farther, to Farragut Square.
Mr. Erion said Metro felt that the proposed route changes
would move the bus too far from many riders in Glover
Park, especially those in the southwest, along Glover-
Archibald Park.  The Metro proposal will not give full
relief to Whitehaven Parkway and T St residents, but it
ought to be an improvement over the status quo.

The proposal, when drafted, will be presented to the
Metro Board on February 25, and if they approve, a
public hearing will be scheduled, probably some time in
March.

Questions and comments can be addressed to Metro’s
David Erion at 962-1266, email derion@wmata.com.

Recent Power Outages
Some residents of Burleith were severely inconvenienced
by a loss of their power during the ice storm of January
14/15, 1999. The BCA Board of Directors has raised the
concerns of our neighbors to PEPCO. Specifically there
has been a report of a deficient transformer located on
36th Street near Reservoir Road. A similar condition was
reported and subsequently attended to by PEPCO late in
1996 with the assurance that the transformer was
functioning satisfactorily and there should be no further
problems. Your BCA has once again contacted PEPCO
and were informed that the situation will be investigated
again and a written report issued by the end of February
dealing with the performance of the unit.

Supercans to the Rescue!
A big problem in dealing with Burleith trash seems to be
a lack of Supercans, one of which, in most cases, can
accommodate a Burleith household. In the Good Old
Days, each household received one (for free) from the
DPW, and trash would not be picked up without it.

Over the years some of disappeared, some have been
beaten up and some are barely hanging on. Even though
DPW now accepts any trash barrel with a secure top for
trash, Supercans are definitely the best for the trash trucks
to handle. If you are a renter make sure your landlord has
adequate trash cans for you – this is their responsibility.

The BCA will shortly purchase some Super Cans from
the city ($70 each) and they will be available from Peter
Pulsifer. This way you all can avoid the trek across the
city to make your purchase – your new Super Can will be
waiting for you just around the corner! A call to Peter
(337-3065) and a check for $70 is all you will need.

MURDER MYSTERY THEATER
Dinner, Dancing, and a Mystery on the Menu!

 A new location every month

For Information and Reservations:
call Mystery on the Menu at 333-6875
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GU Professors Advise New Mayor
As reported in the Blue and Gray

Anthony Williams was sworn in as the District’s fourth
mayor on Jan. 2, promising to build a government that is
“efficient and effective. Many Georgetown faculty
members and administrators helped the mayor’s
transition team set the groundwork.

A number of faculty members served on the transition
team’s task forces, including Dean of Georgetown’s
Public Policy Institute (GPPI) Judy Feder, Law Professor
Peter Edelman, Professor of Medicine David Rabin, Law
Professor Peter Byrne, Senior Athletic Director Frank
Rienzo, Associate Professor of Nursing Patricia O’Hare,
and GPPI’s D.C. Project Director Bob Schoeplein.

The task forces made recommendations for how the
mayor might address public policy issues in the District.
“I thought it was important for the university to
contribute to the mayor’s attempt to assess the issues and
for him to have the expertise of a wide variety of people,’
said Rienzo.  Rienzo said that the task force he served on
met about eight evenings over a two-week period in mid-
December. “It was intense and time-consuming,” he
stressed. “But without this kind of support from the
community, the mayor’s task would be impossible.”

Also working with Williams during the transition was
Vice President for Communications and Public Affairs
Dan Porterfield, who advised Williams on
communications issues.

Georgetown University also served as a forum for some
of the work of the transition team, including Williams’
December 20th “wrap-up” session at which task force
leaders presented the results of their groups’ work.
Associate Vice President for External Relations Linda
Greenan was instrumental in arranging for the transition
wrap-up to be held at Georgetown, and coordinating
details of the event.

In his remarks at the wrap-up, Williams praised
Georgetown for its community service efforts, and
mentioned Georgetown’s approximately 30,000 alumni
who live in the D.C. area and 1,500 students who
volunteer in the District.

Next BCA Meeting
February 10, 1999, 6:30 p.m.
Washington International School
Special Guest:
  Commander Shannon Cockett,
   Metropolitan Police Second District
 Also featured: Georgetown University
   presentation on their new dormitory!
Order of business:
  6:30 Police Business
  7:00 Georgetown University presentation on Southwest

Quadrangle Residence Hall and Dining Hall
  7:45 General Business Meeting

Burleith Winter Picnic/History
Meeting to be March 13
Set aside the date: On Saturday,
March 13th, starting at 5:00, Burleith
will hold the opening party of our
75th anniversary year!  The event, to
be held at the Visitation School
Lodge, will be both both our annual
gala Winter Picnic and a special
Burleith History Meeting.
Come to learn about your neighborhood, come to
reminisce, or just come to have a good time with your
neighbors!  It’s pot luck, so prepare to share that special.
recipe.  See you there!
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WIS Addresses Landscaping, More
The Washington International School Liaison Committee
met on January 12 to discuss school-related issues and
consider a possible WIS request to increase their
enrollment cap next year.  The committee has
representatives from Burleith, Cloisters West, and WIS.
Burleith neighbors of WIS have been dissatisfied with the
landscaping since completion of construction.  The sparse
coverage and low height of the plantings have brought an
institutional presence much closer to residents who for
many years faced a wooded hill.  WIS has attempted to
remedy the problem, most recently promising in October
to plant a number of evergreen trees near the intersection
of 36th and R Streets.  Neighbors were very upset when
the trees arrived, but were so small they could not be seen
behind the previously-planted shrubs.  Nobody was
notified as to what had been done or why.  The
Development Agreement with WIS requires trees planted
during construction to be a minimum size.  However, the
limits don’t apply to the new trees, because they’re in
addition to what was planted for the Agreement.
Sally Boasberg, the school’s consulting landscape
architect, explained that larger trees are hard to find and
very expensive because, “the wholesale market for plants
has skyrocketed.”  There has been a boom recently in
commercial real estate, after several slow years that
caused supply to decline. Nursery wholesale prices have
gone up about 25% this year. WIS originally budgeted
$60,000 for landscaping; they have now spent $212,000,
including $10,000 on the recent R Street plantings.
Ms. Boasberg said that the plantings will grow rapidly:
White pines and hollies grow 2-3 feet/year.  A number of
bulbs have been planted for the spring.  The steep slope
on R St prevented much planting this year, but when the
soil is better stabilized there it might be possible.
WIS has contracted to clear out underbrush and debris
from the 37th  St side, and work has been done. The
erosion problem at 37th and R might be controlled by the
ivy planted, but if not, timber (railroad ties) might be
installed.  WIS is interviewing four new landscaping
companies to maintain the property after expiration of the
Rupert contract April 1.  New plantings will be made
every year, using the maintenance budget, and this year,
parents have donated for shade trees on the playground.
The nets that recently mounted above the play field fence
were criticized.  These nets are to prevent balls from
flying into the street.  Originally, the campus design had a
10 foot chain-link fence surrounding the field, but the
BZA mandated a wrought iron design instead (actually,
the material is aluminum), and the new fence is not tall
enough to contain the balls.
Overall, the Liaison Committee felt that WIS was acting
in good faith to resolve the landscaping problems, but

better communication is essential to avoid
misunderstandings like those in the past.
Community representatives agreed that traffic
remediation is working well, and that, after the initial
shakedown period, there have been only minimal
disruptions due to school operation.  Actual traffic will be
measured, according to the Agreement, by a traffic
engineer selected by the Liaison Committee and paid for
by WIS.  Data will be evaluated by the Committee.
If traffic impact is acceptable and the Agreement has
been followed, WIS will be entitled to a higher
enrollment cap next year.  They will seek an increase to
400, from this year’s limit of 375.  In fact, next year’s
enrollment is expected to be only 366, slightly up from
this year’s 363.  The present building can comfortably
accommodate only 384 students, less than the ultimate
goal of 475, because budget pressures forced WIS to
scale back construction.  Eventually, WIS plans to
expand the building to fit 475.
Several incidents of vandalism have occurred.  In one,
someone bent back the bars of the fence and ran on the
field, damaging grass; in another, bushes along 37th St
were destroyed; in a third, inebriated young persons were
found vandalizing two evergreen trees along R St.
Georgetown University has offered to pay for the
damaged trees.
Some in Burleith have asked that the WIS playground
remain open after school hours for community use, as is
done by Beauvoir, St. Patricks, and Georgetown Day
School.  WIS said that their insurance company had
advised against it because of potential liability. Some
other schools with open access, like the Cathedral School,
have 24-hour security, but WIS has only an alarm system
and a floodlight.
The D.C. government has been asked to investigate the
No Parking signs on the Ellington side of 36th St, which
are probably construction-related signs left there by
mistake.  Sooner or later, unrestricted (non-resident)
parking will probably return there.
The Development Agreement calls an open community
meeting of WIS and the participating communities.  The
Committee tentatively set the date for Thursday, May 6,
at the school.
Additional public meetings were required by the BZA
order approving construction of the school.  An “ANC
Liaison Committee” was to be established, and meet
quarterly, with meetings open to the public.  The first
meeting of this committee has been set for Tuesday,
March 9, at 6:45 p.m. at the school.
Burleith members of the WIS Liaison Committee are
Charlotte Kroll (333-7676), Peter Pulsifer (337-3065) or
Larry Schaffner (333-8739),  Call them with any school-
related concerns.
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Dates to Remember
Feb. 10 (Wed) BCA meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 14 (Sun) Valentine’s Day
Feb. 15 (Mon) Presidents Day
Feb. 17 (Wed) BCA Board meeting , 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 2 (Tues) ANC 2E meeting, 6:45 p.m.

Membership Report
By Membership Chair Charles Mallet

It is hard to believe, but    ONLY    12 percent of all of the
residents of Burleith have paid their memberships for the
current fiscal year. Why should only these few carry the
burden of the costs to have YOUR BCA function for
you? Think about it and fill out the form in this issue and
send it in soon.  Thanks!

Rock Creek International School
Advances towards Old Hardy Site
The Rock Creek International School is progressing well
in their plans to occupy the former Hardy School building
in on Foxhall Road.  The School, with strong backing
from the Foxhall Community Citizens Association and
Friends of Hardy, received ANC 2E support at the
February 2 meeting.  The long-term lease with the D.C.
Schools was signed some time ago, and difficulties in
obtaining a plat have caused some delay.

The school plans to operate with an initial enrollment of
160, and a maximum of 200, which is less than the 220
student peak enrollment of Hardy on the site.  The
building will undergo extensive interior renovations, but
will not now be enlarged.  However, later additions of a
cafeteria or auditorium are not ruled out. The school has
about 35 faculty and staff, and plans to park only on the
upper lot.  Loading and unloading will be done from the
curb lane of Foxhall Road.  The next step is to obtain
BZA approval.

• Professional Barbers & Unisex Hairstylists
• Free Parking in rear of shop
• Open Sundays!

Senior, student & children $10 Men & Women $2 off with this coupon
       

BURLEITH CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 1998-99 MEMBERSHIP
Level (all membership levels have the same rights and privileges):

$10 - BASIC ($5 for Sr. Citizens)$25 - PATRON$50 - ROYAL BURLEITHIAN

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________ Telephone: ____________________

Comments:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

cut here

$75 - DIAMOND MEMBERSHIP (this year only)
75 YEARS!

Please make out your check to BCA and send with this form to Charles Mallett, 3524 S Street, NW, Washington, DC
20007.  Cash will be accepted, but please hand-deliver it only!  Questions? Call 337-6506.
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D.C. City Council Address List
The mailing address for all Councilmembers is:  441 4th Street, N.W., Room ___, Washington, D.C. 20001

Linda W. Cropp (D) Chairman
At large

Room 704  William Rumsey, Jr., Exec. Assistant
Christopher Murray, Committee Clerk

724-8032
fax 724-8085

Harold Brazil (D) At large Room 701 Jim Abely, Committee Clerk 724-8174
fax 724-8156

David Catania (R) At large Room 720 Joshua Dunkleman, Executive Assistant
Kathy Sternberg, Committee Clerk

724-7772
fax 724-8087

Phil Mendelson (D) At large Room 720 Chris Weiss, Executive Assistant 724-8064
fax 724-8099

Carol Schwartz (R) At large Room 706 Jacques Rondeau, Executive Assistant
Adam Maier, Committee Clerk

724-8105
fax 724-8071

Jim Graham (D) Ward 1 Room 718 Twanna Clark, Executive Assistant 724-8181
fax 724-8109

Jack Evans (D) Ward 2 Room 703 John Ralls, Executive Assistant
Lyle Blanchard, Committee Clerk

724-8058
fax 724-8023

Kathleen Patterson (D) Ward 3 Room 709 JoAnne Ginsberg, Executive Assistant
Jason Juffras, Committee Clerk

724-8062
fax 724-8118

Charlene Drew Jarvis (D) Ward 4, Chair
Pro Tempore

Room 708 Audrey Duff, Executive Assistant
John McGaw, Committee Clerk

724-8052
fax 724-8120

Vincent Orange, Sr. (D) Ward 5 Room 707 Estell Mathis-Lloyd, Executive Assistant
Diane Pecor, Legislative Assistant

724-8028
fax 724-8076

Sharon Ambrose (D) Ward 6 Room 710 Marge Franchese, Executive Assistant
Ester Bushman, Legislative Assistant

724-8072
fax 724-8054

Kevin P. Chavous (D) Ward 7 Room 705 William Wright, Executive Assistant
Jerry Johnson, Committee Clerk

724-8068
fax 724-8097

Sandra Allen (D) Ward 8 Room 707 Ron Dennis, Executive Assistant
D. Hunter, Committee Clerk

724-8045
fax 724-8055

Committees of the Council
Committee of the Whole
 Linda W. Cropp, Chair
 All councilmembers
 Committee Clerk: Christopher Murray
 Budget Director: Artie Blitzstein
 202-724-8196,  fax 724-8085
 Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
 Sharon Ambrose, Chair
 Allen, Brazil, Catania, Graham
 Committee Clerk: Esther Bushman
 202-724-8072, fax 724-8054
Economic Development
 Charlene Drew Jarvis, Chair
 Brazil, Chavous, Evans, Orange
 Committee Clerk: John McGaw,
 202-724-8152, fax 724-8120
Education and Libraries and Recreation
 Kevin Chavous, Chair
 Ambrose, Catania, Jarvis, Schwartz
 Committee Clerk: Jerry Johnson,
 202-724-8068, fax 724-8097
Finance and Revenue
 Jack Evans, Chair
 Brazil, Chavous, Jarvis, Patterson
 Committee Clerk: Lyle Blanchard,
  202-724-8058, fax 724-8023

Government Operations
 Kathleen Patterson, Chair
 Ambrose, Catania, Jarvis, Schwartz
 Committee Clerk: Jason Juffras,
 202-724-7808, fax 724-8118
Human Services
 Sandra Allen, Chair
 Catania, Mendelson, Patterson, Schwartz
 Committee Clerk: Dearich Hunter,
 202-724-8045, fax 724-8055
The Judiciary
 Harold Brazil, Chair
 Ambrose, Chavous, Evans, Orange
 Committee Clerk: Jim Abely
 202-724-8116, fax 724-8156
Local, Regional, and Federal Affairs
 David Catania, Chair
 Allen, Graham, Mendelson, Orange
 Committee Clerk: Kathy Sternberg,
 202-724-8900, fax 724-8087
Public Works and the Environment
 Carol Schwartz, Chair
 Allen, Evans, Graham, Orange
 Committee Clerk: Adam Maier
 202-727-8271, fax 724-8071


