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President's Message
Here we are now in the throes of winter with mild
weather and rain, rain, rain! Will we ever see Burleith
blanketed in snow this winter?

There seemed to be some "coming together" in the past
month.  Most significant was the meeting between our
community leaders and Father O'Donovan held in mid-
January. We impressed on Fr. O'Donovan that our
neighborhoods were eroding because of the University
presence, and that we wanted the University to take
more responsibility for their students. We talked about
communication (or the lack thereof) and about ways that
both sides can improve. We're hoping for another
meeting at the end of this semester, to assess progress, if
any.

We will be working together with the University on two
issues: (1) the proposed disorderly house ordinance,
which the University has endorsed; and (2) the
University's Alcohol Task Force, which we have
requested to participate in. We look forward to both
endeavors.

One of Burleith's most pleasant events is coming up: The
BCA Winter Picnic. This is an evening set aside down at
the Georgetown Visitation Lodge that give us all a little
"time out" to come together and enjoy the company of
good neighbors, old and new, young and old.  I would be
so pleased if many of you would come and support this
lovely evening.

On Wednesday at our General Meeting, we will discuss
the future of the Hardy/Rosario grounds and the
Georgetown Flea Market held there.  Hope to see you
there, and at the Winter Picnic on Saturday, Feb. 28 –
come enjoy Burleith indoors!
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Bur-Leaf Cleanup
On the morning of Saturday, January 24, Burleith
experienced a major leaf clean-up. Most of the effort
was concentrated in the 3700 block of R Street, and up
38th Street to T Street. The main goal was to clean the
leaf build-up in the gutters, tree spaces and sidewalks.
There were seven workers: Four Georgetown students
who owed community service hours; Greg Meeropol,
from the Office of Off-Campus Student Affairs; John
Fanning from Mayor Barry's Office; and Bonnie Hardy.

We have John Fanning to thank for the DPW contact
that ran smoothly from the dropping off of equipment, to
the bag pick-up on Sunday (there were over 60 bags!),
and back Monday for the equipment pick-up. It was very
impressive to see the efficiency of the DPW Street and
Alley Division, and we can only hope that this is a good
sign for our future dealings with the city. John and
Bonnie hope to get the storm drains cleaned next, and
bring a city street sweeper out here in early Spring.

There was also a truly rare sighting about this time, of a
DC leaf vacuum – yes, just like the suburbs have –
making its way down 39th Street, vacuuming leaves
along the wooded border with Hillandale. Now that we
know it exists, we might try to get this valuable vehicle
back to clear the rest of Burleith's curbs.

Commendations should go to John Fanning and Greg
Meeropol for their hard work. Thank yous should also
go out to the following residents who were seen doing
more than their share: Gwen Verhoff, Joan Burroughs
and her family, Peggy Breckinridge, Sam Francis, Susan
Lundquist, and the brother of Odette Pantelich, who,
while visiting from France, tackled the 1900 block of
38th St. Thanks too to all of the other good neighbors we
did not see. Their work will surely be appreciated.

To Report Illegal Dumping on Park
Property
Call the U.S. Park Police at 619-7300 any time of day.
For dumping, get the car license plate number, if
possible.
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Corcoran Renovates Fillmore, Hardy Drops Bombshell on Rosario Parking Lot
Parking to Shrink to 50 Car Lot
Consequences for Flea Market??
The January 14 BCA meeting featured appearances by
Howard Fierstein, Principal of Hardy Middle School, Pat
Mitchell, Head of Fillmore, and Sandy Hui, Dean of the
Corcoran School of Art. Mr. Fierstein announced that
proceeds from the recent sale of the Fillmore School
property to the Corcoran have been earmarked for
renovation of the Hardy/Rosario school grounds. There
are ambitious renovation plans.

Hardy Plans
The school is planning to remove most of the existing
Rosario Center parking lot, leaving only about 50
spaces.  Mr. Fierstein said that most existing parking in
that lot is illegal; cars parking there will be given plenty
of notice (a month) before construction starts. In place of
the parking lot, a new athletic field will be built for
school recreation (Hardy has no competitive athletic
teams).

The hillsides above the field might be steepened
somewhat to expand the field.  Plantings will be added to
the hills, starting this month, when the  Rupert
Landscaping Company will plant about $5,000 worth of
trees and shrubs there.  These beautification steps are in
the spirit of last year's drive by Friends of Fillmore,
which raised several thousands of dollars but has been
slow to spend the money.

The overall plan for the property is still under
consideration. The school wants to soften the entrance to
Fillmore (at 35th St); to improve the "depressing" view
of the grounds from Wisconsin at Whitehaven; to better
landscape the entrance from 34th St; and to, at some
point, restore the dogwoods to the hill.

Work will be done in conjunction with the Corcoran's
renovations of the Fillmore building. The Corcoran will
continue to allow Hardy students to use the Fillmore
grounds for recreation until the Hardy renovations are
complete.

Conversion of the Hardy parking lot back into a
playground is a good idea for the children, but it could
have a serious impact on users of the parking lot. One
such use is as parking for teachers at the Duke Ellington
High School. Ellington teachers have no alternative to
parking in the Rosario Center Lot, except to find a spot
on nearby Burleith streets. The lot is also supposed to be
used for Ellington show parking, such as for the
upcoming mega-event Hexagon.

Another serious consequence of losing the lot is the
possible loss of the Saturday Georgetown Flea Market.
Michael Sussman, the operator of the Flea Market, has
said that if the planned renovations are made, the Flea

Market would be cut in half.  Possible adjustments might
be to move to the open area behind the Fillmore
property; or to expand to a two day Flea Market (both
Saturday and Sunday). Mr. Sussman will appear at the
February 11 BCA Meeting to discuss the impact.

Corcoran Plans
Sandy Hui, of the Corcoran, explained some of their
renovation plans. The Corcoran school started in the
Jackson building, and they enjoy this architecture. They
will renovate Fillmore inside and out, but make no
substantial changes in exterior appearance.  Renovations
are still in the planning process, and they are trying to be
sensitive to neighborhood concerns.

The lease on the current Wisconsin Ave. building will
expire in summer 1999, and the Corcoran program will
then move to Fillmore.  The moved program will be
unchanged for at least 5 years thereafter. There are now
about 75 graphic design students and 75 continuing
education students, with average age about 24, and about
40% from out of town. Classes are from 9 a.m. to 9:30
p.m.  All students and faculty should park on site (an
improvement from the present site, which has almost no
parking). After settling in a few years, the Corcoran will
expand continuing education and community services
programs.

The Corcoran will preserve the Tot Lot, in cooperation
with the Burleith  community.  They are committed to
maintaining the green areas around Fillmore until
construction is complete at Hardy. After that, they will
re-consider.

Next BCA Meeting
Wednesday, February 11, 7:30 p.m.
At the Rosario Center/Hardy School, 35th and T
Streets, in the  teacher's lounge (follow signs).

Special guest: Michael Sussman, Operator for many
years of the Georgetown Flea Market.  Get his
perspective on the possible changes to the facilities
there, and what affect they could have on the Flea
Market.
The meeting will begin, as always, with a brief business
session, with police report and discussion of local issues.
Refreshments served!
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Automobile Laws
In light of the recent controversy over out-of-town
vehicle registration in Burleith, it might be useful to
summarize the D.C. law.  Chapter 40 of the D.C.
Municipal Regulations covers requirements for vehicle
registration and driver's licenses.

§ 40-102 requires any motor vehicle or trailer operated
in the District of Columbia to be registered with the
Department of Transportation by the owner.  Exceptions
to this rule are given below, in § 40-303. Free
registration and tags are given to all motor vehicles an
trailers: owned by the United States, the District of
Columbia, and the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority; or officially used by an accredited
representative of a foreign government.

§ 40-106 makes it illegal to either operate your vehicle
without registration or tags, or to permit your vehicle to
be so operated. It's also illegal to make a false statement
on a registration form. The penalty is up to $300 fine or
30 days, or both.

§ 40-301 provides for the Mayor to give all qualified
persons a driver's license (not just D.C. residents). It
makes it illegal for anybody to operate a motor vehicle
without getting this license, and carrying it with them at
all times. Enlisted men in the military get a free D.C.
driver's license upon request from their commanding
officer. The penalty for driving without a license is $300
or 90 days in prison, or both.

Now for the exceptions. § 40-303 says "the owner or
operator of any motor vehicle who is not a legal resident
of the District of Columbia, and who has complied with
the laws of any state, territory or possession of the
United States, or of a foreign country or political
subdivision thereof, shall, subject to the provisions of
this section, be exempt for a continuous 30 day period
immediately following the entrance of such owner or
operator into the District of Columbia from compliance
with §§ 40-102 (registration) and 40-301 (licensing)."

After the 30 days are up, the owner must either comply
with the above laws, or obtain a reciprocity sticker.
Ordinary non-D.C. residents can buy a single 180 day
reciprocity sticker; when this period is up, they have to
comply with the above laws.

Certain other persons can get free, unlimited reciprocity
stickers, as long as they maintain their status:
(1) Members of Congress; (2) Personal employees of
Members of Congress (personal staff, not committee
staff); (3) The President and Vice-President of the
United States; (4) Executive Branch officers appointed
by the President and subject to confirmation by the
Senate (e.g., Cabinet members).

Full-time students are also normally entitled to
reciprocity stickers, as long as they're not D.C. residents,

don't register to vote in D.C., aren't employed more than
20 hours per week,  don't have parents who live in D.C.
and don't pay tuition from a D.C. address. Student
reciprocity stickers last for one year and cost $250.
However, students who live in ANC 2A and ANC 2E are
not eligible for reciprocity.

How are these rules enforced? § 40-303 provides that the
Mayor…shall promulgate such rules and regulations as
are necessary to implement and enforce this section."
These include, "a determination of how many times
during the 30-day exemption period an agent or
employee of the Mayor must observe a motor vehicle for
the purposes of the enforcement of this section."

An out-of-state resident without a reciprocity sticker isn't
violating the parking laws.  But it is illegal for him to
drive his car or any other car after living in D.C. for 30
days. Both registration and D.C. driving rights expire
after the 30 day period.

False Homestead Exemptions
Caught
In early December, the BCA turned in a list of nine
people who we knew were claiming homestead
exemptions without living in the neighborhood to
Councilmember Jack Evans's office. The status of these
nine are as follows:

1. Three were notified of their violation and have paid
the correct taxes. (In some cases, the DC Office of
Finance and Revenue went back to 1992 for back
payments).

2. Three have been notified but have not paid yet.

3. One has had a lien attached to the property.

4. Two are being tracked for notification.

Thanks are due to Mark and June in Councilmember
Evans's office for getting such a quick response. The
D.C. Office of Finance and Revenue is also to be
commended for moving so expeditiously on this matter.
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WIS Waxes in Rains
Rain, rain and more rain have fallen on the Washinton
International School construction this month.  As of
January 8, the project was 5 days behind schedule.
However, the structure is now up, some work can
continue in bad weather, and the contractor continues to
forecast on-time completion, before May 1.
The Liaison Committee met on January 8, primarily to
assess the impact of construction, especially Saturday
construction, on the neighborhood. A survey of both
Burleith and Cloisters found that people were impressed
with the rapid progress. A few complaints had come up
but had been resolved by telephone or in-person
discussion with the contractor.
With the strong backing of Cloisters and the tentative
backing of Burleith (subject to veto within a week by the
BCA Board), the Liaison Committee voted to allow
continued Saturday construction.
At our request, WIS promised to plant 4 pin oaks at the
corner of 36th and R Streets, in addition to the shrubs
already planned for there. They had hoped to get the
National Park Service to plant the trees, but this fell
through, so WIS will pay for it.
WIS officials committed themselves to placing and
operating the school's dumpster so as not to disturb the
neighbors on R Street. The Liaison Committee will
monitor this carefully in the spring.
There have been some difficulties in connecting utilities,
mostly because of poor coordination between contractor
and city. The contractor is responsible for cutting and
digging the hole in the street (and later patching it),
while the city is responsible for making the utility
connection.
Looking ahead to the school's opening in the spring, the
Liaison Committee hopes to meet again in March to
review the school's traffic plan and any actions that must
be taken in advance to implement it.
The next monthly WIS open house meeting with the
community will be on Saturday, March 7, at 5:30 p.m. in
the construction trailer (337-2588). All residents are
invited to attend.

Dates to Remember
February 11 (Wed) BCA General meeting, 7:30

February 17 (Tues) PSA 205 Police Meeting,
St. Luke's Church (282-0053)

February 22 (Sun) Georgetown Symphony Orchestra:
Romeo & Juilet extravaganza! 5 pm

February 25 (Wed) BCA Board meeting, 7:30

February 27 (Fri) Newsletter Deadline

February 28 (Sat) Winter Picnic

March 6 (Fri) University Spring Break starts

Tutors Needed for Local Schools
Both Duke Ellington High School and Hardy Middle
School have turned to the neighborhood to ask for tutors.
Volunteers are welcomed!
The Duke Ellington School of the Arts is a public high
school for artistically motivated students. It offers a pre-
collegiate academic program and pre-professional
training in five artistic disciplines: Dance, Drama and
Technical Theater, Music, Visual Arts, and
Literary/Media Arts. Students are admitted to Ellington
by audition or portfolio review. Enrollment is about 500
students, 95% of whom are African-American.
Despite the fact that students are tremendously gifted,
they still have severe challenges in academics. Reading
and math scores as well as standardized test scores are
well below national standards. Teachers working with
large classes do not have the opportunity to provide the
intensive instruction that some students need.
The Ellington Learning Center is designed to be a
student. Open from 2:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, the center provides assistance in
English, Mathematics, Foreign Language, Science and
Computer Literacy. The center needs volunteers who can
work with Ellington students on an individual or group
basis. Volunteers are given an orientation before
beginning. To volunteer, call John Payne at 333-0057.
Hardy Middle School is the middle school for six-school
complex serving the Burleith area. Hardy's new
Principal, Howard Fierstein, is looking for volunteer
help, especially from seniors, to serve as teachers aides
in the school. Even finding substitute teachers in the
present-day D.C. school system is very difficult. To
volunteer, call Hardy at 282-0057.
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Winter Picnic - Fun by the Fire
On Saturday, February 28, at 6:30 p.m., come on over
to the Burleith Winter Picnic in the Lodge at the
Visitation School campus. It's a casual evening of fun,
games and good food. A roaring fire and good music
make it very special. Newcomers to Burleith are
especially welcome. Use this as an opportunity to meet
your neighbors and learn about the Community. If you
are a long-time resident, plan to welcome the newcomers
and to catch up with old friends.

Can't find a baby sitter? For the past few years, we have
provided baby sitting at the Lodge during the event.
Participating parents chip in a small amount to cover the
cost. If your children are old enough to be baby sitters,
we may be able to use their services (call in advance)!
For Winter Picnic baby-sitting information, call Maggie
Meenahan at 337-2660.

The good food represents the "Best of Burleith" – your
contributions! Whether your specialty is a main course,
dessert or side dish, make that your contribution to the
buffet. Beverages and incidentals are provided.

If you bring a main course, it should serve six; a salad,
side dish or dessert should serve eight to ten. A cash
contribution in lieu of an edible one is acceptable. Since
cooking facilities are not available at the Lodge, food
should be ready to serve (note: it should be possible to
warm up small dishes on site).

This event is arranged and paid for by the BCA - that is,
your membership dues! Help is always welcome. Call
Ann Gallagher (333-4023) or Pat Scolaro (338-5321)
with questions or to volunteer.

Burleith Chocolate Cake
This simple recipe is perfect for a small, time-limited
household because it's delicious, quick to make, and not
too much: it fills an 8 inch square pan. Originally from
Ruth Wakefield's Toll House Tried and True Recipes
cookbook.

Preheat oven to 350° and grease an 8"x8" pan.

Cream together:
1/2 c. butter,
3/4 c. sugar. Add:
3 egg yolks, beaten light,
1/2 t. vanilla,
2 oz. unsweetened chocolate, melted.

Stir together:
2 c. flour,
3 t. baking powder.

Add to butter alternately with
3/4 c. milk. Fold in
3 egg whites, beaten stiff.

Turn into the greased square pan and bake at 350°  for
30 minutes. Let cool, then frost.

Basic White Frosting:
Cream until soft:

1/4 c. butter.

Add, alternately,
2-3 c. confectioners suggar,
milk, enough to maintain a smooth texture.

Spread over the cooled cake.
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University President meets with
Neighborhood Leaders
At the request of BCA President Bonnie Hardy,
Georgetown University President Leo O'Donovan met
last month with leaders from the surrounding
neighborhoods. Present at the meeting were Fr.
O'Donovan; Dan Porterfield, GU Associate Vice
President for Communications; Linda Greenan, Assistant
to the President for Community Relations; Jim Donahue,
Dean of Students; Bonnie Hardy and Peter Pulsifer from
Burleith; Westy Byrd and Beverly Jost from
Georgetown; Scott Polk from Foxhall; Barbara Zartman
from Cloisters of Georgetown; and Sonia Crow from
Cloisters West.

The meeting was motivated by recent breakdowns in
University-community relations, most recently the
opposing stances taken by University and community
over the zoning overlay. There have been student
conflicts in the student voting controversy and in
numerous instances of vandalism and other
neighborhood disturbances. The community has also
been on guard over recent University development
decisions: their purchase of Wormley School, their
attempt to buy the old Hardy School, their evident
interest in the Ellington Field; and their fight to approve
a day-care center near campus, despite community
complaints about the process.

The meeting with Fr. O'Donovan, which lasted over an
hour, was very cordial. Community leaders spoke of
their need to be taken seriously, as responsible
community representatives, and to be included early in
the University decision-making process. The University
needs to be more forthcoming, and more willing to
change its plans in response to community reaction. Fr.
O'Donovan insisted that his goal was true
communication, saying, "I did not hire Linda Greenan
just to manage things."

Residents cited excessive student drinking as one of the
most serious causes of student-neighborhood animosity.
Drinking worsens noise, vandalism, intimidation, and
public nuisances such as public urination, and student
drinking is far too prevalent in the neighborhoods.
Georgetown sees this as a nationwide problem.  It has
responded with a Task Force on Alcohol and Campus
Culture that, Dean Donahue hopes, will come up with
some concrete solutions by next fall. The goal is to
reduce drinking and to provide alternative activities on
campus, where many student now complain there's
nothing to do.

Whatever the merits of the overlay, the underlying
problems remain. The University, which opposed the
overlay, and which is by far the largest local figure, was

urged to take more initiative in proposing solutions to
local problems.

Officials defended their opposition to the overlay, saying
it was "unfair." About the University's silence during the
student voting controversy, Fr. O'Donovan said that they
couldn't get involved in every student controversy (the
most recent controversy being the argument over
whether to place crucifixes in classrooms). "It's good to
have a free student press," he said, "but they're often
wrong," and the University can't comment on every
misstatement. And what would be the reaction, he asked,
if a professor had published a statement supporting the
student position?

Regarding off-campus acquisitions, Georgetown will not
try to lease Hardy; they have no intention of building on
Ellington field (though they didn't forswear buying it);
and their promised use restrictions on Wormley School
will be placed in the deed.

Fr. O'Donovan affirmed his strong commitment to the
new dorm, which will house 500 more students on
campus by the year 2001. He said that the University
will make every effort to be more forthright in the future.
While no date was set, the group hopes to meet again in
the spring.

DC Government Tax Telephone
Numbers
Taxes Help Desk 727-5380
Real Property Tax 727-6460
Assessment Services 727-6441
Income and Expenses 727-6484
Individual Income Tax 727-6104
Ownership 727-6437
Recorder of Deeds 727-5374
Tax Certificates 727-3670
Tax Sale 727-0151
Real Property Assessments & Appeals 727-6860
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BCA Membership Report
Figures were compiled by BCA Membership Chairman Charles Mallett, who can be reached at 337-6506. Thanks to all
of our members!  All current members are acknowledged in the enclosed flier.

Note: A "block" is defined as a lettered street running between two numbered streets or a numbered street running
between two lettered streets. When applicable, both sides of the street are consided. This report covers the period from
July 1, 1997 to January 23, 1998.

Street Block # homes # donors % participating $
35th Place 24 0 0% $0
35th Street  1700 Block 7 2 29% $110

 1800 Block 13 1 13% $10
 1900 Block 13 1 13% $50

36th Street 5 1 20% $20
37th Street  1600+1700 Block 21 6 29% $135

 1800 Block 20 9 45% $240
 1900 Block 36 2 5% $60

38th Street 20 2 10% $50
39th Street 20 2 10% $50
R Street  3500 Block 16 3 19% $65

 3600 Block 12 7 58% $100
 3700 Block 29 5 17% $75

S Street  3500 Block 32 12 37% $465
 3600 Block 32 7 22% $100
 3700 Block 29 5 17% $75
 3800 Block 17 3 18% $180

T Street  3500 Block 47 8 17% $180
 3600 Block 31 6 19% $100
 3700 Block 25 6 24% $140
 3800 Block 35 9 26% $235

Whitehaven Pkwy Whitehaven Pkwy 35 6 17% $200

Reminder - It is not too late to join!  The membership year runs from July 1, 1997 to June 30, 1998.

Some comments by our neighbors accompanying memberships
"…can we focus on something besides bad Georgetown University students? We do live in a city with other problems!"

"…students are horrible, we need the overlay!"

"…thanks for a great newsletter! We are very concerned about the weekend parties. I just wish that it did not have to be
like this…calling the University hot line doesn't help! It makes living here really tough for the entire family."

"…please help prevent the dumpster from being placed on R Street between 36th and 37th Streets."

"…buses on Whitehaven are atrocious, walls cracking, noise is unbearable, whole house shakes at all hours - DO
SOMETHING NOW!"

"…why can't residents take care of their own property as well
as the area in the street AND in back of their property in the
alley? Can we get the city to sweep the streets and alley??!!"

"…student and group house parking is out of control! Five and
six cars per house and most are out of state registrations."

"…thanks for all your good work on behalf of all of us."

"…can we organize a drive to get supercans replaced?"

"…thank you for all the neighborhood support!"


