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President's Message
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!  While we are
enjoying the balmy days of January, let us look into the
Burleith crystal ball and see what we can realistically
expect for 1998.

A better appearance.  We are in the process of making a
neighborhood inventory which will be sent to the
appropriate city departments to deal with such items as
trees, sidewalk repair, signs, etc.  Speaking of signs,
thanks to our own Charles Mallett, the long-overdue stop
signs should be posted by the end of January.

Weather permitting, Georgetown University students
who owe community service hours will be in the
neighborhood the morning of January 24th for a leaf
clean-up.  If anything on your street needs attention,
please let us know.  Remember, the last city pickup for
leaves (and the first and last for Christmas trees) is
coming up on the week of January 12.  As with others in
this series, pickup is in front of our houses.

Thanks to the good offices of John Fanning, the Mayor's
Ombudsman for Ward 2, we will get a street cleaning by
the city in early Spring and maybe, just maybe, get the
storm drains cleaned.

We are in the process of drafting a letter to be sent to
property owners whose property has become an eyesore.
If you are bothered by a property on your block call
Marilyn Reis at 342-1463.

Give your own property a critical eye.  What can you do
to make it neater - do leaves, trash, litter need to be
picked up?  Remember, your responsibility includes the
sidewalk and street space.  Fortunately, good habits tend
to spread to the neighbors!

Tough laws and rental property licensing.  To support
our PSA 205 officers, Captain Cockett and I have
requested the drafting of new legislation to zero in on
disorderly houses, giving officers the power to issue and
on-the-spot citation with a large fine not only to the
occupants but also to the property owner.  This is being
done through the office of Jack Evans, who supports this
100%.  As you all know, Councilmember Evans is chair
of the Council Judiciary Committee.

A result of the zoning overlay process was full
agreement on all sides (except the landlords!) that rental
properties need to be licensed, with an annual inspection

for code enforcement as a prerequisite for granting a
license.  This process has begun in DCRA and we will
monitor it closely.

New neighbors.  In 1998, we will be welcoming two
new schools.  The Washington International School
hopes to be open this spring and the Corcoran School of
Art should open its doors at its new Fillmore site in the
fall of 1998.  I find this very exciting, and can't help but
think our new neighbors will be a big plus for the
neighborhood.  The property that has us all on edge is
the Ellington Track.  Its fate will probably be decided in
the next few months and what will happen is anybody's
guess.  Burleith, Hillandale and Cloisters have requested
a status quo situation – keep it green and for the
children.

The most important ingredient in the Burleith crystal ball
is we, the residents.  We are known for our activism and
we are also known for being good neighbors.  Let us
reach out to one another for the betterment of the
community in 1998.  See you at the BCA meeting on
January 14th!

Next BCA Meeting
Wednesday, January 14, 7:30 p.m.
At the Rosario Center/Hardy School, 35th and T
Streets, in the  teacher's lounge (follow signs).

Special guests:

• Samuel Hoi, Dean of the Corcoran School of
Art, to tell us their plans for the Fillmore
building (which they just bought).

• Howard Fierstein, Principal of Hardy School, to
discuss plans for landscaping Rosario grounds,
(the return of the Dogwood Festival??)

• Pat Mitchell, Head of the Fillmore Arts Center,
to give a status report on "Fillmore at Rosario".

The meeting will begin with a brief business
session, with police report and discussion of local
issues (including Washington International School
construction). Refreshments served!
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BCA Meeting Promotes Joyful Noise
The December BCA meeting started quietly enough, but
by the time it ended, attendees could hardly wait to get
outside and make some noise – and so they did!
Refreshments were plentiful,. thanks to neighbor
contributions, augmented by a large platter of
sandwiches from Georgetown University's Jeanne Lord
and Greg Meeropol. Attendance was moderate, but
spirits were high.

The business meeting was brief and to the point. The
police reported that crime in our patrol area is overall
less than half of last year. The greatest problem is thefts
from auto (10 last month). On Dec. 4, nearby residents
were shocked to see the Uniformed Division of the
Secret Service searching for a bullet in the yard at 37th
and R Streets. Reportedly, two motorists on 37th St
began arguing, and one (a driver for a downtown florist)
pulled out a gun and fired it. Nobody was hurt, and the
gunman was apprehended (and promptly lost his job).

Police have been working overtime on party noise
enforcement, and now have a "one warning" policy; if
they get a second complaint from a warned house (even
days later), they will give a $300 citation to the
residents. This has been very effective: no second
complaints have yet been received.

The University representatives reported that the Hot Line
has been quiet. During exam times, the Hotline is
manned 7 days a week (a surprise to many).  Following
through his promise at last month's meeting, Dean Jim
Donahue has sent a letter to parents, which Bonnie
Hardy read, expressing his concern about the poor state
of student-community relations and asking parents to
help out. The BCA is also working to improve relations.

After the meeting, attendees streamed out, ready for the
main event. Urged on by BCA President Bonnie Hardy,
and somehow not discouraged by the trumpet playing of
past-President Peter Pulsifer, about a dozen adults and
children roamed through Burleith singing Christmas
carols and holiday tunes. The temperatures were frosty,
holiday decorations were gleaming, and to judge from
the reactions, Burleith didn't mind a little holiday cheer
one bit. This caroling might just become a tradition!

WIS Building Sprouts
Washington International School construction has been
progressing rapidly, with the help of unseasonably
balmy December weather. This was important, because
November was an unusually wet month, resulting in
many weather delays. The anticipated completion date
has not been changed.
Excavation is now substantially complete and most
backfilling has been done. Concrete must still be poured
for two more major structures: The deck should be
poured on Jan. 19 and 21, and the roof slab on Jan. 30.
When concrete is poured, it might be necessary (as it
was in December) for some limited work to continue
past normal hours.
Erection of structural steel to frame the building is now
proceding rapidly (a noisy process). Basement level
construction is scheduled to be done on Jan. 21, and wall
closure and inspection is set for Feb. 26. After that point,
most of the work will be finishing the interior.
Utilities are being connected, most recently the water
lines, which were connected on January 6, requiring the
re-routing of westbound traffic on Reservoir Rd onto R
Street between 36th and 37th Streets, and also shutting
off water in Cloisters for several hours. (The water
supply is a 16-inch pipe direct from the MacArthur Blvd
filtration plant; the north part of Burleith is supplied by a
smaller 8-inch pipe along a different route).
In a flurry of activity, all of the preliminary landscaping
was completed by the end of December.  The final
plantings (all of the work on 36th Street and on the east
side of R St and Reservoir Rd) will be made in the
spring, after completion of construction.
The WIS community liaison committee will meet on
Jan. 8 to discuss progress, and decide whether we should
continue to permit Saturday construction. There will be a
report and some discussion at the Jan. 14 BCA meeting.
All residents are also invited to the WIS monthly
community meeting at the construction trailer, to be
held in the last week in January (call for the exact time)
Comments are always welcomed by the Liaison
Committee: Charlotte Kroll (333-7676), Larry Schaffner
(333-8739) or Peter Pulsifer (337-3065); or call WIS
representative Mary McCarty at 243-1811. The
construction manager, David Underwood, may be
reached at the trailer at 337-2588.



Page 4 Burleith Newsletter

     

CITIZENS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
B U R L E I T H

Published monthly, September – June, by the Burleith Citizens Association

President: Bonnie Hardy
1st Vice President: Guy Gwynne
2nd Vice President: Charles Mallett
3rd Vice President: Marilyn Reis
Treasurer: Patricia Scolaro
Recording Secretary: Gwen Verhoff
Corresponding Secretary: Ann Gallagher

Federation Delegates: Larry Adams
Stephen Brown

Guy Gwynne
Janice Hopper

Margaret Meenahan
Irene Schaffner

Ed Solomon

Editor:
  Peter Pulsifer 337-3065
  email: pulsifer@crl.com
Delivery:
  Marjorie Wolfe 965-1699

All BCA members have the right to be published in the Newsletter, subject solely to 
space restrictions.  Submissions by both members and non-members are encouraged, 
and all will be published if possible.  Send submissions to the Editor at 3803 T St, NW.

The BCA can make no guarantee as to the accuracy of the material published herein, 
and unless explicitly stated, such material  represents the opinion of the authors only 
and not that of the Burleith Citizens Association. 

Burleith Holiday Decorating Contest
by Marguerite Cunningham, Barbara Golian and Sara Revis

Burleith was beautifully decorated during this holiday
season.  On evening walks it was pleasant to see pine
and holly boughs decked on railings and lamp posts,
outlining windows and entrances.  Festive lights
sparkled on shrubs and along walkways; some glowing
white, others in rainbow colors. Many beautifully lit
evergreen trees could be seen nestled in windows with
poinsettias and candoliers close by. Mother Nature
provided some superb touches of her own by way of
berries on holly trees, pycanthera trails, and nandina
plants.

The Holiday Decorating Committee wishes to thank
everyone who decorated The following residences are
commended for outstanding decor. These houses were
decorated on or before December 20th, as requested in
the November BCA Newsletter.

Best Visual Effect, Entrance Only: 3641 R Street.  The
entranceway was outlined in pine intertwined with
colorful Caribbean garlands.  A swag of reeds and other
plant materials hung in a swirl on the door.  The
decorations were very distinctive and could be seen from
the street day and night.

Best Daytime Display: 3525 S Street.  This residence
looked very lovely during the day (and during the night,
for that matter).  The railings and shrubs along the
walkway were decked in white pine boughs accented
with elegant burgundy bows. At night, white lights
illuminated the boughs. An evergreen wreath was hung
on the door bearing natural materials at its base and a
plush burgundy bow with long sashes.  (During the time
of judging the lights were not on, but they were observed
the week beforehand).

Best Nighttime Display: 3600 T Street.  This residence
looked very warm and inviting, much like a Currier &
Ives cameo. A handsome fir wreath was placed on the
door, covered in pine cones and berries and trimmed
with a red bow. The bay window was particularly

striking, with panels outlined in miniature white lights.
A large and beautiful Christmas tree revolved in the
window, decorated with glass ornaments and colorful
lights. An iron lamppost along the walkway gave a
traditional look to this classic holiday scene.

Special Fantasy Award: 3719 S Street.  This residence
looked like a children's holiday house.  Striking figures
glowed in the dark at the entrance of the home, which
included a toy soldier, a large candle, and Santa Claus
himself.  The figures were in excellent condition and
could be seen a block away.  All of the windows were
trimmed in lights upstairs and down. The lights were
hung symmetrically, and really lit up the whole exterior.
A Santa figure and an evergreen tree were tacked at the
very top, giving this residence and overall fantasy effect.
A wreath was hung on the door and holly boughs were
laced on the porch rails.

Prizes will be awarded the weekend of the Super Bowl.
Thanks again to all who participated, especially those
who continue to decorate each year, adding beauty and
warmth to our neighborhood. Your efforts are
appreciated by your neighbors and by visitors who come
to Burleith during the holiday season.

Winter/Spring Guy Mason
Registration
Are you planning to spend the winter months wishing
that you were in Florida or at the local ski resort?  Are
you going to be complaining that you "can't do anything"
because you hate to go out in the cold? Relax! There is
something "positive" happening this winter – the classes
at the Guy Mason Center.

To keep in shape, take Dancersize, Jacki's Aerobic
Workout, Soft Aerobics and Self Defense/Karate.
(There's also a Self Defense/Karate course for children
aged 7-12!)  Beat the winter blues with Qi Gong and
Yoga. Your creative juices won't be in hibernation if you
join classes in Art, Copper enameling, Pottery and China
Painting. Prepare to dance the night away with Ballroom
dancing (Beginners or Intermediate), or enjoy a game or
two of Bridge. Keep your mind alert with classes in
Spanish or English as a Second Language. And there are
free Chess classes every Wednesday, taught by the
Center's Director, Vincent Cain.

And, as always, for no fee, there is the Retirees Club.

Classes at the Center are a real bargain. Registration
begins on Jan. 17 and courses start the week of Feb. 9.
For a program booklet or more information, call Vincent
or Caryl King at 282-2180.
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Burleith, Cloisters and Hillandale
Join to Request No Field Sale
The presidents of the three citizens associations adjacent
to the Ellington field (Firebird Stadium) have written to
the DC Public Schools urging that the field not be put up
for sale.  Bonnie Hardy (Burleith), Tim Hanlon
(Hillandale) and Sid Spencer (Cloisters West) wrote to
General Julius Becton, DC Schools CEO, that the
current arrangement, whereby the field is rented and
maintained by the Police Boys and Girls Club, is
"optimal."  They expressed the fear that "any sale of the
property to developers or institutions would not only
impinge negatively on the densely populated
communities involved, but would unavoidably deprive
the secondary students who use the field of a useful
educational adjunct and resource.  The field is not an
expense for the city, as upkeep and repairs are
underwritten by the user schools and the DC Police Boys
and Girls Club.  In addition, there are two small, brick
rental buildings…that yield steady income to the D.C.
schools."  The presidents asked for an early meeting to
discuss the issue further.

Responding to the letter, Chief Operating Officer
Charles Williams wrote to say that they are currently
investigating a joint venture or public/private partnership
for joint use of the field.  He said, "The property is not
currently for sale and no Request for Proposals has been
issued.  We are still in the study stage.  When the study
is complete, Ms. Suzanne Conrad, Senior Director for
Policy and Planning…will be happy to meet with you
prior to any decision being made on the property."

Dates to Remember
January 12 (Mon) Georgetown Univ. classes resume

January 14 (Wed) BCA General meeting, 7:30

January 15 (Thurs) Quarterly meeting with GU 6:30
Savoy Suites 2505 Wisconsin Ave.

January 28 (Wed) BCA Board meeting, 7:30

February 28 (Sat) Winter Picnic

Beware Defective Gas Connectors
Washington Gas strongly urges customers to replace any
uncoated corrugated brass connectors in their homes.
These older connectors, which have not been
manufactured for about 20 years, are used mainly with
gas ranges, ovens and clothes dryers.  Modern
connectors are made of stainless steel or are plastic
coated.

The old type of gas connector attaches home appliances
to gas supply lines. Some have developed a serious flaw
in the way the tubing is joined to the end pieces. Over
time, the end pieces can separate from the tubing. The
older the connectors are, the greater the possibility of
failure.  Since 1980, these brass connectors have been
associated with 38 fatalities nationwide – about two per
year.

If you haven't done so within the past two years, call a
qualified gas contractor for an inspection.  Renters, call
your landlord and make sure this inspection has been
done. If you need a referral, call Washington Gas at
(703) 941-HEAT.  Do not check the appliances yourself
– moving an older appliance, even slightly, can cause the
connectors to crack and could cause a fire or explosion.

HATE the Burleith Newsletter?
Think we're missing something?

Don't suffer in silence – make it better!  Send us your
ideas, comments, and especially articles.  After all, it's
your newsletter - you help pay for it!

We now have an e-mail address: write to
pulsifer@crl.com.
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Letter to Editor: Backyard Parking
Lots
We homeowners in Burleith regularly contend with loud
parties, booze bottles thrown in our yards, and rundown
rental housing.  Now, "exemplar" landlords are leveling
the back yards of their rental properties – cutting down,
rooting out, and clearing everything remotely resembling
greenery.  In place of graceful trees, proud bushes and
quaint garages, we are seeing graveled or packed dirt
back lots.  Why? So 3 or 4 cars can park there. Why
else?  Elimination of yard maintenance, so say the
landlords.  Need and example?  Take a look at the
backyard on the northeast side of 38th and R St for the
graveled look.  While you're there, simply turn around
for the packed dirt effect of the yard on the southeast
corner of 38th and S St.

Is this the next landlord trend in Burleith?  May be.
After 6 months of seeing nothing but trash and other
debris at the vacant rental house next door to my home,
the owner sent in a yard crew to "cut down everything."
I found this out only when I returned home to find our
mutually shared fence line stripped bare of all the
greenery I had nurtured, trimmed and encouraged as a
privacy shield.  Yes, the plant roots were on my side, as
they were products of my efforts.  Yes, their growth
shared airspace on his side but did not obstruct or hinder
as they twined down the other side to form a screen of
green.  My lovely grapevine was hacked to near death,
my morning glories are gone.  Apparently, he felt he had
a unilateral right to destroy any and everything on the
fence line.  On his true side, all small trees, bushes, etc.
were in the back of a pickup bound for the dump.  His
hired guns were readying the chain saw to "cut to the
ground" a lovely tree that provided our houses privacy
from the parking lot yards across the alley.  Did he care?
No.  Where do you think he got the idea to level his
yard?  You guessed right.

Begging and pleading the tree's beauty, health and
function come to naught.  Concern about our
neighborhood got a "I could care less" from him.
Grasping for straws, I tried greed.  And greed it was that
saved the tree.  He paid close attention when I said that
his property value is greater with than without the tree
(read $$ signs); renters like trees (read: $ income); adult
trees require minimum maintenance (read: no $ outlay).
Even though he stripped it of all lower branches and it
looks somewhat lean, it stands.

Why was he going to cut it down?  For more parking
space – which brings up the next situation.  I don't know
about your alley, but ours is competing with Colonial
Parking to see how many spaces can be rented to non-
residents, often on a daily basis.  Whether this is further
landlord greed or rent rebates on the tenants' part is up

for grabs.  All I know is that our alleyway experiences
daily rush hour gridlock.

A discouraging statistic: 85% of both sides of our block
is rental property.  Of that figure, about 90% are
students.  We few owner-occupied homes have been
waging a constant battle with trash, rental house
dilapidation, vandalism, public drunkenness and
urination, and wild, loud parties, just to name a few.
Now we've got to add bleakness from landlord yard
leveling and alley rental traffic.  Perhaps we can solve
the parking space rentals, but how do we get back our
village rear yard gardens and greenery?
Diane DeLand
Burleith Homeowner

Please Claim Your Bike!
Found near the corner of 38th and T Streets, NW, in late
November: A women's bike, orange "Skandia,"
dilapidated. If it's yours, call 333-0947 to claim it.

Last Call for Christmas Trees?
The last regularly scheduled DPW yard waste collection
before spring will be on the week of January 12. Place
items at the curb in front of your house by Monday
morning for pickup. The mild weather has given us an
ideal opportunity to finish clearing yards and alleys.
Leaves and clippings must be bagged, and branches must
be bundled.

We believe that Christmas trees will also be picked up at
this time, although several calls to the DPW information
number were unsuccessful in reaching a person for
confirmation.  To be sure, call DPW at 727-4600, but be
aware that time may be limited!  More details should be
available at the January 14 BCA meeting.
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Foot Dragging on Enforcement of
D.C. Auto Licensing Law
by Guy Gwynne

It is now about a half year since the City Council passed
the salutary law that regulates licensing requirements for
out-of-state cars permanently in the District and their
owners.  The law mandates that all cars kept within the
District for 30 days must have D.C. license plates, D.C.
registration and inspection stickers.  Virtually all owners
of such cars must exchange their out-of-state drivers
licenses for District licenses.

To date, D.C. police have done little or nothing in this
area to enforce the highly desirable (and lucrative for the
city) law.  Burleith alone has out-of-state licensed cars
parked on most streets, and numerically many more
parked behind rental houses.  These represent (1) lost
license and vehicle registration income for the city;
(2) higher auto insurance rates for those who obey the
law, because of the small pool of paying drivers; (3)
illegal District-based vehicles; (4) uninspected vehicles;
(5) scofflaw out-of-compliance car owners; and (6) foot
dragging police response.

With regard to the last, it is past time for the
enforcement organs to act.  What action?  Obviously,
street parking censuses of non-D.C. licensed cars can be
made on X date of one month, and a second check can
be made the same date of the next month.  Any vehicle
still parked on the street after 30 days is out of
compliance, and the police can take appropriate action to
require compliance.  This enforcement is way overdue.

Police officers have averred at ANC meetings that only
police personnel can effect the necessary initial street
censuses and follow-ups.  This stance needs revisiting.
Arguably, not only police officers, but meter maids and
ordinary citizens could usefully and legally report long-
term parked out-of-state licensed vehicles that take up
limited street parking space.  Lessening of this onus was,
after all, one of the principal purposes of the new law in
the first place.

With regard to out-of-state licensed vehicles that are
stowed tickalock out of reach behind rental (or other)
houses, these comprise an attempted scam avoidance of
car registration. It is plain to any passerby in the alleys
that these cars, often two, three or more jammed behind

houses, are in the neighborhood, and the city, for an
uninspected long haul.  A factor to be considered is that
these cars must be used sometime, particularly evenings
and weekends.  Police ambulant spot checks can
establish the initial presence of the vehicles on the streets
as they are driven to and from their stashing points. With
due attention a month or so later, spot checks stand to
establish whether such vehicles are in auto licensing law
compliance.

These remedies, or similar ones, do not require a lot of
imagination.  What they do require is die enforcement
energy and attention by the police.  Even token attention
would chill the current virtual industry of evasion of auto
licensing requirements.  Why is enforcement lacking?
We may rightfully ask why, and demand action – now.

Carbon Monoxide Danger
You can't see carbon monoxide (CO) and you can't smell
it.  But inhaled in high concentrations, CO can kill you
in less than an hour. Breathing in lower levels of CO
over an extended period of time is dangerous, too.

People with CO poisoning often feel like they are
coming down with the flu. They complain of feeling
dizzy and nauseous and can have headaches, blurred
vision and general aches. Their eyes may sting and chest
feel tight. If these symptoms occur inside the home but
disappear when you leave, you should suspect CO
poisoning.

Carbon monoxide gas is created when fuels burn
incompletely, possibly because of lack of ventilation or a
poorly adjusted burner. Most CO accidents involve car
exhaust, but many are caused by blocked chimneys,
vents or flue passages, or by poorly maintained
appliances.

It's a good idea to schedule a safety inspection every fall
by a qualified contractor to help ensure your furnace is
working properly, and that your chimney and vent pipes
are clear. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission has recommended that CO detectors be
installed in homes near sleeping areas. This is especially
important in Burleith, where there are so many sleeping
areas in close proximity to the furnace. Detectors are not
expensive, and can be found at hardware stores.  Make
sure the detector meets Underwriters Laboratories (UL)
standard 2034.
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Real Estate Activity at High
The January 7 edition of the Georgetown Current is
reporting that real estate sales in D.C. are booming, with
an increase in 29% in the past year. This was the largest
increase of any political subdivision in the U.S.  The
article quotes several local realtors who are having best-
ever years in terms of both number of sales and dollar
volume. And the increase in sales is in the city, not the
suburbs. Driving the market, they say, are a strong
national economy, low interest rates, and "growing
confidence in D.C.'s post-Marion Barry government."
(Whatever that may be).

Inventories of houses for sale are low, but apparently
this has not yet pushed up prices. The buyer's market of
the past few years is persisting, with part of the shortage
of sellers attributed to the depressed prices dating to the
late 1980's. Many owners who bought during the boom
are still waiting for an increase in value so they can
recoup their purchase price.

It Isn't the Town, It's You
by R.W. Glover

If you want to live in the kind of a tow,
That's the kind of a town that you like,
You needn't slip your clothes in a grip
And start on a long, long hike.

You'll find elsewhere what you left behind,
For there's nothing that's really new.
It's a knock at yourself when you knock your town;
It isn't your town – it's you.

Real towns are not made by men afraid
Lest somebody else gets ahead.
When everybody works and nobody shirks
You can raise a town from the dead.

And if while you make your stake
Your neighbor can make one, too,
Your town will be what you want to see,
It isn't your town – it's you.

Membership Campaign Progresses
by Charles Mallet, Membership Chairman

Ever since the current membership campaign got underway in July last year, we have been very gratified by the
tremendous response from our neighbors.  Most everyone has been quite generous with their donations fully realizing the
added expenses incurred last year. In the next issue of the Burleith Citizens Association Newsletter, we will publish the
names and membership category for each contributor – Basic ($10), Patron ($25), and Royal Burleithian ($50).  It is
interesting to note that the average membership thus far is $23.50.. outstanding!

One of the interesting things that has taken place has been the comments that often accompany the membership donation.
We do read these! Many will be summarized in the next issue for your interest.  In addition, we shall also publish, by
block, the participation percentages based on the number of residences and dollars.

If you have not yet joined your Association – DO SO NOW!  Your support is very much needed.  Fill out the form and
mail it today!
    

BURLEITH CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 1997-98 MEMBERSHIP
Circle one:

Please use this form to join now!

Please make out your check to BCA, cut off this form send both to Charles Mallett,  3524 S Street, NW, Washington, 
DC 20007.  Cash will be accepted, but please hand-deliver it only!  Questions? Call 337-5606.

$10 - BASIC ($5 for Sr. Citizens) $25 - PATRON $50 and up - ROYAL BURLEITHIAN

_________________________________________________________________________Name(s): 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

cut here

Comments:  _________________________________________________________________________ 


