LETTER TO POLITICIANS (MAYOR FENTY AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS)
Date: 
Dear [Mayor Fenty, Councilman Jack Evans, etc:] 
I am writing to ask for your support in opposing Georgetown University’s campus plan for 2010-2020. We in the surrounding neighborhoods of Burleith, Glover Park, Foxhall, and Georgetown believe that this plan will adversely affect our communities’ quality of life and property values.
In the next several weeks, the University will submit this planning document to the D.C. Zoning Commission for approval. Unfortunately, the plan ignores the key issues we have brought to the attention of GU over the years and in recent meetings with the school’s representatives. The University not including even one resident on the steering committee that formulated the plan exemplifies this indifference to our communities. 
The University’s aim to add close to 3,400 new students by 2020 without providing additional housing on campus or in satellite communities is unacceptable. This plan will surely aggravate existing problems resulting from too many rentals that continue to spiral upward. In Burleith alone, over 47% of the houses are rented, many to Georgetown students. Too many of these students frequently disrupt residential tranquility with loud parties, public drunkenness, fights, vandalism, and threats to neighbors. The houses often suffer from poor maintenance that negatively affects property values and causes potential buyers to look elsewhere. Inadequate parking for residents and increased traffic congestion are also matters of great concern, given the recent and future expansion of student enrollment. Although the University states these problems are managed effectively by their “off campus housing office,” we, the residents, can assure you they are not. 
I urge you to work with the Burleith Citizens Association to modify the plan and minimize the adverse impacts on the community. The BCA recommends the following changes to the plan: 
· Build more student housing on the traditional campus or consider satellite campuses outside of the surrounding neighborhoods
· Re-adopt the University’s goal of housing 100% of undergraduates on campus 
· Link enrollment increases to on-campus housing availability
· Strengthen sanctions to eliminate disorderly student behavior in residential areas
· Prohibit the alignment of 38th Street and Reservoir Road into Burleith, which would increase campus and hospital traffic into our residential neighborhood 
· Prohibit construction of a new 83-foot utility plant chimney until an environmental impact study assesses the affect of emissions from the proposed chimney on surrounding communities.
· Limit traffic and student parking in the neighborhoods 
As a resident of Burleith, I strongly oppose Georgetown University’s 2010-2020 plan. I believe it is vital for the city’s leaders [or you as Mayor, you as a City Councilman/woman, etc] to join me in this important effort to protect the neighborhoods that you are elected to represent. 
I look forward to hearing from you and hope that you will issue a public statement of support for our position and oppose Georgetown University’s 2010-2010 campus plan.
Sincerely,
Jane/John Doe
Address and Telephone Number
cc: The Burleith Citizens Association
